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Union Agriculture Minister inaugurates Comprehensive Training Program of
the National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management

Chennai, April 06
2022:  Union Minister
for Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Shri
Narendra Singh Tomar
today inaugurated the
online training program
for master trainers on
natural farming,
organized by the
National Institute of
Agricultural Extension
Management
(MANAGE),
Hyderabad. Speaking on
the occasion, Shri Tomar
said that MANAGE has
been entrusted with the
task of organizing 750
awareness programs for
30 thousand village
heads in the country
from April to August as
part of the Azadi Ka

Amrit Mahotsav. Shri
Tomar said that the
natural farming method
is very beneficial for
farmers.

Union Minister Shri
Tomar said that Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has taken the
initiative to promote
traditional natural
farming in the country.
Keeping in mind the
importance of natural
farming, a national
conference on natural
farming was organized
in Gujarat on 16th
December, 2021 under
the leadership of the
Prime Minister, in which
lakhs of farmers
participated. Natural

farming is a promising
means of reducing the
dependence of farmers
on external inputs,
reducing the cost of
cultivation and
increasing the income of
the farmers. The
Government 1is
promoting the Indian
Natural Farming System
(BPKP) as a sub-scheme
of Paramparagat Krishi
Vikas Yojana (PKVY) to
promote traditional
indigenous practices. In
the coming days, trained
master trainers will
organize 750 awareness
programs for 30,000
village heads across the
country and help in
taking forward the
initiative of natural

.

in their
respective states. 4.09
lakh hectare area is
covered under natural

farming

farming. An
announcement has also
been made in the budget
for the year 2022-23 to
promote natural
farming. A committee
has been formed to
include courses on
natural farming in
universities in the states.

Shri Tomar said that
earlier there was a period
in the country when
there was a shortage of
food grains, then
research and chemicals
were used to increase
production, but it was
needed then, today India
isin a very good position
in terms of agricultural
production and export.
The central government
is making a lot of efforts

and helping the farmers
to move forward through
various schemes. "The
government wants that
we should not depend on
imports, but our
expertise in exports
should continue to grow.
With increase in the
natural farming method,
the use of animals
including cow will
increase, which will
benefit the farmers." He
said. The Minister
further said that the
government has taken an
initiative to integrate
agriculture with modern
technologies, in which
cooperation of the states
is needed. New Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FPOs) are being formed

in each block by
spending Rs. 6865 Cr. A
total of Ten thousand
FPOs will be formed.
Through these, the
knowledge of farmers
will increase, they will
be able to use new
technologies, they will
be attracted to expensive
crops and the quality of
the produce will
increase, which will
increase their income.
He requested all the
master trainers to
dedicate their lives to
taking forward the
important initiative of
the government on
natural farming in
various ways.

The Union Minister

of State for Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare,
Shri Kailash Choudhary
and Ms. Shobha
Karandlaje were also
present on the occasion.
In the beginning, Union
Agriculture Secretary
Shri Manoj Ahuja, Joint
Secretary Shri Priya
Ranjan and Director
General of MANAGE
Dr. P. Chandrashekhar
also addressed the
session. Online training
will be given by
MANAGE to two
hundred fifteen master
trainers on the subject of
introduction-principle
and practice of natural
farming, which will be
completed before 15th
August.

More than Rs 30,160 crore loans sanctioned to over 1,33,995 accounts under Stand-Up India Scheme in 6 years

Chennai, April 06
2022: As we celebrate
the sixth anniversary of
Stand Up India Scheme,
let us take a look at how
this scheme has fulfilled
the aspirations
entrepreneurs,
particularly women and
Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
and also sift through the
achievements, salient
features and
enhancement to the
scheme over the years.

Recognizing the
challenges faced by
Aspiring SC, ST and
women entrepreneurs,
Stand up India Scheme
was launched on 5th
April 2016 to promote
entrepreneurship at
grassroot level focusing
on economic
empowerment and job
creation. In 2019-20, the
Stand Up India scheme
was extended for the
entire period coinciding
with the 15th Finance
Commission period of
2020-25.

On the occasion,
Union Finance &
Corporate Affairs
Minister Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman said, “As we
commemorate the sixth
anniversary of the
Stand-Up India Scheme,
itis heartening to see that
more than 1.33 lakh new
job-creators and
entrepreneurs have so

far been facilitated under
this Scheme.”

Smt. Sitharaman
further said, “More than
1 lakh women promoters
have benefitted from this
Scheme during its six
years of operation. The
Government
understands the
potential these rising
entrepreneurs have in
driving economic
growth through their
roles as not just wealth-
creators but also job-
creators.”

“As more and more
beneficiaries from the
underserved segments of
entrepreneurs are
targeted for coverage,
we would make
significant strides
towards building an
Atmanirbhar Bharat,”
the Finance Minister
added.

As India is growing
rapidly, hopes,
aspirations and
expectations of a large
group of potential
entrepreneurs,
particularly women and
Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs),
are rising. They want to
set up an enterprise of
their own to allow
themselves to thrive and
gTowW. Such
entrepreneurs are spread
across country and are
bubbling with ideas on
what they can do for

themselves and their
families. The scheme
envisages to facilitate
the dreams of aspiring
SC, ST and women
entrepreneurs to reality

by supporting their

energy and enthusiasm
and removing many
hurdles from their path.

As we celebrate the
sixth anniversary of
Stand Up India Scheme,
let us take a look at the
features and
achievement of this
Scheme.

The objective of
Stand-Up India is to
p r o m ot e
entrepreneurship
amongst women,
Scheduled Castes (SC)
& Scheduled Tribes (ST)
categories, to help them
in starting a greenfield
enterprise in
manufacturing, services
or the trading sector and
activities allied to
agriculture.

The purpose of
Stand-Up Indiais to:

promote
entrepreneurship
amongst women, SC &
ST category; provide
loans for greenfield
enterprises in
manufacturing, services
or the trading sector and
activities allied to
agriculture;

facilitate bank loans
between Rs.10 lakh and

Rs.1 crore to at least one
Scheduled Caste/
Scheduled Tribe
borrower and at least one
woman borrower per
bank branch of
Scheduled Commercial
Banks.

Why Stand-Up
India?

The Stand-Up India
scheme is based on
recognition of the
challenges faced by SC,
ST and women
entrepreneurs in setting
up enterprises, obtaining
loans and other support
needed from time to time
for succeeding in
business. The scheme
therefore endeavors to
create an eco-system
which facilitates and
continues to provide a
supportive environment
for doing business. The
scheme seeks to give
access to loans from
bank branches to
borrowers to help them
set up their own
enterprise. The scheme,

PM recalls India's glorious maritime
history on National Maritime Day

Chennai, April 06 2022:
The Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi has recalled
India's glorious maritime
history on National Maritime
Day. Stating importance of
maritime sector towards
India's economic growth, he
said that in the last 8 years
Government of India has
focussed on port-led
development which is
essential for economic
growth and building an

Aatmanirbhar Bharat. He
also emphasized that
Government of India is
taking an adequate care to
ensure the marine eco-
system and diversity.

In a thread of tweets, the
Prime Minister said;

"Today, on National
Maritime Day we recall our
glorious maritime history
and highlight the importance
of the maritime sector

towards India’s economic
growth. In the last 8 years our
maritime sector has scaled
new heights and contributed
to boosting trade and
commercial activities."

"In the last 8 years the
Government of India has
focussed on port-led
development which includes
expanding port capacities
and making the existing
systems even more efficient.

Waterways are being
harnessed to ensure Indian
products get access to new
markets."

"While we are leveraging
the maritime sector for
economic progress and
building an Aatmanirbhar
Bharat, we are also taking
adequate care to ensure the
marine eco-system and
diversity which India is
proud of is safeguarded."”

e N —

which covers all
branches of Scheduled
Commercial Banks, will
be accessed in three
potential ways:

Directly at the branch
or,

Through Stand-Up
India Portal
(www.standupmitra.in)
or,

Through the Lead
District Manager
(LDM).

Who all are eligible
foraloan?

SC/ST and/or women
entrepreneurs, above 18
years of age;

Loans under the
scheme are available for
only green field projects.
Green field signifies; in
this context, the first
time venture of the
beneficiary in
manufacturing, services
or the trading sector and
activities allied to
agriculture;

In case of non-

)

individual enterprises,
51% of the shareholding
and controlling stake
should be held by either
SC/ST and/or Women
Entrepreneur;

Borrowers should
not be in default to any
bank/financial

| institution;

The Scheme
envisages ‘upto 15%’
margin money which
can be provided in
convergence with
eligible Central/State
schemes. While such
schemes can be drawn
upon for availing
admissible subsidies or
for meeting margin
money requirements, in
all cases, the borrower
shall be required to bring
in minimum of 10 % of
the project cost as own
contribution.

Handholding
Support:

Apart from linking
prospective borrowers to
banks for loans, the
online portal
www.standupmitra.in
developed by Small
Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI)
for Stand Up India
Scheme is also
providing guidance to
prospective
entrepreneurs in their
endeavour to set up
business enterprises,
starting from training to

filling up loan
applications, as per bank
requirements. Through a
network of more than
8,000 Hand Holding
Agencies, this portal
facilitates step by step
guidance for connecting
prospective borrowers to
various agencies with
specific expertise Vviz.
Skilling Centres,
Mentorship support,
Entrepreneurship
Development Program
Centres, District
Industries Centre,
together with addresses
and contact number.

Changes to Stand Up
India Scheme

Pursuant to an
announcement by the
Union Finance Minister
in the Budget speech FY
2021-22, the following
changes have been made
in the Stand Up India
Scheme:-

The extent of margin
money to be brought by
the borrower has been
reduced from ‘upto
25%’ to ‘upto 15%’ of
the project cost.
However, the borrower
will continue to
contribute at least 10%
of'the project cost as own
contribution;

Loans for enterprises
in ‘Activities allied to
agriculture’ e.g.
pisciculture,
beekeeping, poultry,

livestock, rearing,
grading, sorting,
aggregation agro
industries, dairy, fishery,
agriclinic and
agribusiness centers,
food & agro-processing,
etc. (excluding crop
loans, land improvement
such as canals,
irrigation, wells) and
services supporting
these, shall be eligible
for coverage under the
Scheme.

To extend collateral
free coverage,
Government of India has
set up the Credit
Guarantee Fund for
Stand Up India (CGFSI).
Apart from providing
credit facility, Stand Up
India Scheme also
envisages extending
handholding support to
the potential borrowers.
It also provides for
convergence with
Central/State
Government schemes.
Applications under the
scheme can also be made
online at
(www.standupmitra.in)
portal.

Achievements of this
Scheme as on
21.03.2022

Rs. 30160 crore has
been sanctioned under
Stand Up India Scheme
to 133,995 accounts upto
21.03.2022 since
inception of the Scheme.
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Union Environment Minister Launches Awareness Mascot
‘Prakrit’ Green Initiatives for Effective Plastic Waste Management

Chennai, April 06 2022:
The Union Minister of
Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Shri
Bhupender Yadav today
launched ‘Prakriti’, a
mascotto spread greater
awareness among masses
about small changes that can
be sustainably adopt in our
lifestyle for a better
environment, and various
green initiatives taken by
Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change
and Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) to
ensure effective Plastic
Waste Management (PWM)
in the country, in the
presence of Minister of
State, Shri Ashwini Kumar
Choubey and senior officials
ofthe government.

To tackle the challenge
of plastic pollution, the
Prime Minister,Shri
Narendra Modi announced
India’s pledge to phase out
Single Use Plastics (SUPs)
by 2022. Taking the
momentum forward and
stressing on the need for
active public participation,
the Union Minister for
Environment, Forest &
Climate Changealso
administered 'Swachh
Bharat Harit Bharat Green
Pledge' to the
gathering.Plastic has
become one of the most
pressing environmental
issues that we are facing
today. India is generating
about 3.5 Million Tonnes of
plastic waste annually and
the per capita plastic waste
generation has almost
doubled over the last five
years. Plastic Pollution
adversely affects our
ecosystems and is also
linked to air pollution.

Shri Bhupender Yadav
urged everyone to join in the
efforts to beat plastic
pollution and work towards
a better future. He
appreciated the innovative
solutions developed by
start-ups entrepreneurs and

students in India Plastic
Challenge—Hackathon 2021
highlighting the immense
talent and potential of
India’s youth. Further, he
informed about the recently
released IPCC Working
Group III contribution to the
IPCC Sixth Assessment
Report (AR6), which
focuses on mitigation
measures to keep the world
aligned to the Plastic Waste
Management goals and what
we can do to remain on the
roadmap set by the Paris
Agreement. In conclusion,
the Union Minister said that
the India sends a message of
hope and optimism that
humanity can meet the
challenges posed by climate
change and will be a part of
the solution to climate
change. Earlier, in Nairobi,
the Union Minister had
appreciated the efforts of
MoEFCC and CPCB in
launching e-governance
portals & apps intended to
ease issues related to Plastic
Waste Management
(PWM).

The Minister of State,
Shri Ashwini Kumar
Choubey in his address said
that the e-Governance
portals of MoEFCC and
CPCB such as the EPR
portal and the mobile app for
SUP grievance redressed
launched today would go a
long way in ensuring
complete phase out of the
single use plasticand realize
the vision of our Prime
Minister.He said that the
success of any initiative lies
in collective action and

responsibility. He stated that
a Jan Andolan is the need of
the hour for phasing out
Single Use Plastic with
‘SabkaSaath, SabkaVikas’
as underscored by thePrime
Minister.

During the event,
following green initiatives
for plastic waste
management were
launched:

National Dashboard on
Elimination of Single Use
Plastic and Plastic Waste
Management (MoEFCC) to
bring all stakeholders
including Central
Ministries/ Departments,
State/UT Governments at
one place and track the
progress made for
elimination of single use
plastic (SUP) and effective
management of plastic
waste.

Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) Portal
for Plastic Packaging
(CPCB) for improving
accountability, traceability,
transparency and facilitating
ease of reporting
compliance to EPR
Obligations by Producers,
Importers and Brand-
owners

Mobile App for Single
Use Plastics Grievance
Redressal (CPCB) to
empower citizens to check
sale/usage/manufacturing of
SUP in their area and tackle
the plastic menace.

Monitoring module for
SUP (CPCB), for local
bodies, SPCBs/PCCs and

CPCB, to inventorize details
of SUP production/ sale &
usage in commercial
establishments at district
level, and on-ground
enforcement of ban on SUP.

Industrial production of
Graphene from Waste
Plastic (G B Pant NIHE &
NRDC) to promote more
industries to come forward
to up cycle plastic waste

The event also saw
felicitation of the winners of
the India Plastic
Challenge—Hackathon
2021. ThreeStart-
ups/entrepreneurs category
and four teams of students
from Higher Education
Institutions were awarded
cash prizesof Rs. 5 Lacs and
Rs. 1 Lakh respectively for
their innovative ideas and
digital solutions for plastic
waste mitigation and
elimination of Single-Use
Plastics.

Later, an exhibition on
Plastic Waste Management
showcasing SUP
alternatives and technology
solutions wasinaugurated
along with a newly
established Fitness Centre
and Daycare Facility for
children of CPCB
employees. A visit toCPCB
laboratories and interaction
with the Scientists was also
held. The event witnessed
participation from across the
domain of plastic waste
management including
international organizations,
research institutes, industry
associations, Plastic
Manufacturer Associations,
Cement Manufacturers
Association, civil society,
young inventors &
entrepreneurs, senior
officials from MoEFCC&
other concerned ministries
and departments, Board
Members of CPCB and
virtual participation from
Chairmen and Member
Secretaries of State
Pollution Control Boards
and Pollution Control
Committees and IROs.

Directorate General of Shipping
Celebrates 59th Natlonal Maritime Day

Chennai, April 06 2022:
As National Maritime Day is
being celebrated across
India today, ‘Merchant
Navy Week’ celebration by
Directorate General of
Shipping, Mumbai, came to
a close with a glittering
ceremony at Domestic
Cruise Terminus, Mumbai
Port Trust today, 5th April
2022. Minister of State for

Shipping, Ports and
Waterways Shri Shripad
Naik graced the event.

National Maritime Day
is dedicated to recall the role
of maritime trade in the
development of the Indian
economy, and the role of
India and its strategic
location in global trade.
“Propelling Indian Maritime
to Net Zero” —was the theme
adopted for this year’s
celebration.

National Maritime Day
is celebrated on 05th April to
commemorate the maiden
voyage of the first Indian
commercial vessel SS
Loyalty that set sail from
Bombay (Mumbai) to
London, on 05th April 1919.
The ship was owned by
Scindia Steam Navigation
Company Ltd, the biggest
large-scale Swadeshi
shipping company of that
time.

Chief Guest and Union
Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
Shripad Y. Naik
congratulated all
stakeholders of maritime
fraternity on the occasion.
He mentioned that gender
equality in Indian maritime
sector is our prime objective
and gave the detailed

2o v
promotion of tonnage under
Indian Flag.

Shripad Naik further
said that at present we have
156 maritime training
institutes in the country.
Indian maritime response to
Covid-19 pandemic was
exemplary, he said. On
enhancing maritime skills,
the minister informed that
with collaborating with IITs
and leading education
institutions in maritime
sector will help bring in
skilled maritime human
resources. Maritime sector
is a key industry for
achieving Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat, the Minister added.

On the occasion, a
Coffee Table Book on
‘Dufferin, Rajendra,
Chanakya’ was also
released. TS Dufferin
(1927-72), TS Rajendra
(1972-93) and TS
Chanakya (1993 — till date)
are the Training Ships of the
Indian Maritime University,
Mumbai. While Dufferin
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requirements and proper
training and sensitization of
the seafarer in particular and
the whole maritime sector in
general. He mentioned that
the Directorate is the process
of implementing online
Certificate of Competency
examination for Seafarers
and establishment of
Maritime Knowledge
Cluster to drive coordinated
and collaborative research
inmaritime field.

Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi, in a series of tweets
recalled India's glorious
maritime history on
National Maritime Day.
Stating the importance of
maritime sector towards
India's economic growth, he
said that in the last eight
years the Government of
India has focussed on port-
led development which
includes expanding port
capacities and making the
existing systems even more
efficient. He further said that
waterways were being

harnessed to ensure Indian
products get access to new
markets. He also
emphasized that
Government of India is
taking adequate care to
ensure the marine eco-
system and diversity.

Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
Sarbananda Sonowal in his
message emphasised the
important contribution of
seafarers during the tough
COVID times in making
country self-reliant and
keeping global supply chain
operational. The Minister
informed that during the
height of COVID pandemic
over 2.10 lakh Indian
seafarers served on Indian
and Foreign ships. He
further elaborated that the
share of Indian seafarers in
world shipping has grown
by 25% between 2016 and
2019. “The Government is
promoting ‘Ease of Doing
Business” to reduce
logistics costs and facilitate
shipping to make India a
pre-eminent player in the
maritime sector.

Maritime personalities,
Seafarers and their families,
officers and staff from
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
& Waterways, New Delhi,
DG Shipping, Mumbai,
Shipping Corporation of
India (SCI), IRS, Shipping
Companies, Maritime
Training Institutes, Unions
in Maritime field from India
and abroad and Sagar
Samman award winners and
their families, other
departments of Government
of India and state
governments participated.
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IPCC report on Mitigation of Climate Change scientifically
establishes India’s position on the historical responsihility of
developed countries for consuming the carbon budget

Chennai, April 06
2022: Welcoming the
Summary of Policymakers
(SPM) and the Working
Group IIT (WG3)
contribution to the Sixth
Assessment Report (AR6)
of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) released on 4th
April 2022, Minister for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Shri
Bhupender Yadav said in
his tweet message that the
historical responsibility of
developed countries for
consuming the carbon
budget is scientifically
established by the report,
and called for the need of
taking deep and urgent
global emissions
reduction.

The Report dealing
with climate change
mitigation and
international cooperation
is a major contribution of
IPCC to the global fight
against climate change.

Stating further, Shri
Yadav said that the report
fully supports India’s view
on the necessity of public
finance for developing
countries and the need for
scale, scope and speed in
climate finance.

The report specifically
notes: “Tracked financial
flows fall short of the
levels needed to achieve
mitigation goals across all
sectors and regions. The
challenge of closing gaps
is largest in developing
countries as a whole.” It
also states that public
finance falls short of the
Copenhagen (reiterated
when the Paris Agreement
was signed) goal of USD
100 billion per year by
2020.

On climate finance, the
report states: “Accelerated
financial support for
developing countries from
developed countries and
other sources is a critical
enabler to enhance
mitigation action and
address inequities in
access to finance,
including its costs, terms
and conditions and
economic vulnerability to

climate change for
developing countries.”

Among other
important things the
Report has underlined the
need for deep and urgent
global emissions reduction
mentioning that four-fifths
of the total carbon budget
for 1.5 deg C temperature
increase and two-thirds of
the total carbon budget for
2 deg C warming has been
already consumed.

Both cumulative and
per capita annual
emissions rose during the
pre-2020 period. Pre-2020
emissions reduction in
developed countries has
been insufficient in
comparison to the
developing world’s needs
for sustainable
development. Both
historical cumulative
emissions and per capita
annual emissions show
that India’s role (as part of
South Asia) is minimal.

The historical
responsibility of
developed countries for
consuming the carbon
budget is scientifically
established by the SPM
which has included
following two figures to
emphasize this point.

The report justifies
India’s emphasis on equity
at all scales in climate
action and sustainable

development. Equity is
essential for
The social and

economic transformation
required for climate
mitigation,

Manage the negative
consequences of climate
mitigation on vulnerable
populations,

Enable just transition

towards low-emissions
development,

And ensure sustainable
development.

India’s position that
equity is fundamental to
international co-operation
on climate change is
endorsed by the report.
Report says: “Equity
remains a central element
in the UN climate regime,
notwithstanding shifts in
differentiation between
states over time and
challenges in assessing fair
shares”.

This finding is based on
the Report’s assessment
that with a shrinking
remaining carbon budget,
the access to a fair share of
this budget for developing
countries has become an
important question.

The report embodies
that changes in lifestyle
and behaviours have a
significant role to play in
mitigating climate change.
The Report endorses
India’s view on the need
for curbing unsustainable
consumption.

It may be recalled that
India was instrumental in
ensuring the inclusion of
“climate justice” and
“sustainable lifestyles and
sustainable patterns of
consumption and
production” in the
preamble of the Paris
Agreement.

Further, at COP26 in

November 2021 at
Glasgow, United
Kingdom, as the

implementation of the
Paris Agreement began,
India reaffirmed its
commitment to climate
actions, including the goal
of net zero by 2070.

Sustainable lifestyles
underpin the survival of
our planet. India believes
that utilization of resources
must be based on ‘Mindful
and Deliberate Utilization’
and NOT ‘Mindless and
Destructive
Consumption’. Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi gave a clarion call of
L.IFE. - Lifestyles for
Environment at COP26 at
Glasgow.

India firmly believes
that climate change is a
global collective action
problem that can be solved
only through international
cooperation and
multilateralism.

India has taken
tremendous actions under
the visionary leadership of
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi to address
the threat of global climate
change by taking several
initiatives including, inter-
alia, setting up of
International Solar
Alliance, Coalition for
Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure, ‘One Sun,
One World, One Grid’ and
Infrastructure for Resilient
Island States, raising the
domestic renewable
energy target to 500 GW by
2030, putting in place an
ambitious National
Hydrogen Mission and
continuing efforts to
decouple its emissions
from economic growth.

India will continue to
be the voice of ambition as
well as the champion of
equity on behalf of
developing countries.
India demonstrates this in
specific, targeted actions,
in specific suggestions and
proposals and a firm faith
in both science and human
values.

India walks the talk and
speaks from a position of
strength and responsibility
on the subject of climate
change. It is from this
experience that India sends
a message of hope and
optimism that humanity
and all nations can strive
together and meet the
challenge of climate
change.

18 Indian YouTube news channels blocked
for the first time under IT Rules, 2021
4 Pakistan based YouTube news channels blocked

Chennai, April 06 2022:
The Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting, utilizing the
emergency powers under the
IT Rules, 2021, has issued
orders on 04.04.2022 for
blocking of twenty-two (22)
YouTube based news
channels, three (3) Twitter
accounts, one (1) Facebook
account, and one (1) news
website. The blocked
YouTube channels had a
cumulative viewership of
over 260 crore, and were used
to spread fake news, and
coordinated disinformation
over social media on subjects
sensitive from the perspective
of national security, India’s
foreign relations, and public
order.

Action on Indian
YouTube based news
channels

This is the first time
action has been taken on the
Indian YouTube based news
publishers since the
notification of the IT Rules,
2021 in February last
year.Through the recent
blocking order, eighteen (18)
Indian and four (4) Pakistan
based YouTube news
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channels have been blocked.
Analysis of Content

Multiple YouTube
channels were used to post
fake news on various subjects
such as the Indian Armed
Forces, Jammu and Kashmir,
etc. The content ordered to be
blocked also included certain
anti-India content posted
from multiple social media
accounts operated in a
coordinated manner from
Pakistan.

It was observed that a
significant amount of false
content published by the these
Indian YouTube based
channels related to the
ongoing situation in Ukraine,
and aimed at jeopardizing
India’s foreign relations with
other countries.

Modus Operandi

The blocked Indian
YouTube channels were using
templates and logos of certain
TV news channels, including

images of their news anchors
to mislead the viewers to
believe that the news was
authentic. False thumbnails
were used; and title and
thumbnail of the videos were
frequently altered to increase
the virality of content on
social media. In certain cases,
it was also observed that
systematic anti-India fake
news was originating from
Pakistan.

With this action, since
December 2021, the Ministry
has issued directions for
blocking of 78 YouTube based
news channels and several
other social media accounts
on grounds related to national
security, sovereignty and
integrity of India, public
order, etc.

The Government of India
remains committed towards
ensuring an authentic,
trustworthy, and safe online
news media environment, and
thwart any attempts at
undermining India’s
sovereignty and integrity,
national security, foreign
relations, and public order.

"printed by R.SATHYANARAYANAN and published by R.SATHYANARAYANAN on behalf of R.SATHYANARAYANAN and printed at Chennai Offset Printers No.19/1, 21/2, Kitabath Khan Bhandur street,
Ellis Road, Chennai-600 002, and published at No.11, South Perumal Koil Street, Vadapalani, Chennai - 600 026 Editor R.SATHYANARAYANAN"




DMI Finance Acquires a Controlling
Interest in Appnit Technologies

Chennai, April 06
2022: DMI Finance
Private Limited (“DMI”)
today announced that it has
acquired a controlling
interest in Prepaid
Payment Instruments
(“PPI”) license holder,
Appnit Technologies
Limited
(“Appnit”). Appnit will

Private

become a subsidiary of
DMI Finance.

Appnit’s customer-
facing brand Oxymoney

provides services
including various wallet

services, money transfers,

AePS, utility bill
payments, and micro
ATMs, through its

distribution network
across India. Oxymoney
will be rolling out new
wallet based pre-paid
products including pre-
paid cards and will be
expanding its distribution
network. Appnit holds a
PPI license from the

Reserve Bank of India.

Commenting on the
acquisition, Shivashish
Chatterjee, Co-founder
and Joint MD, DMI
Finance, said, “We are
excited by the acquisition
of Appnit. It provides us
with a platform through
which we can broaden both
our customer base and
product suite. A dedicated
payments team allows us
to continue to deliver

innovative credit products

in our quest to drive
financial inclusion at scale
across India.”

Adding further, Nitin
Kapoor Co-Founder &
CEO of Appnit said, “We
are delighted to be part of
the DMI Finance family —
the strategic synergies are a
significant boost to our
journey to make cutting-
edge financial products
and services accessible to a
wider customer base.”

IREDA achieves historic annual
performance in FY 2021-22

Chennai, April 06
2022: Indian Renewable
Energy Development
Agency Ltd. (IREDA), the
largest dedicated lender of
the Renewable Energy in
India ended FY 2021-22
with its best-ever
performance till date.
IREDA has achieved the
highest-ever loan
sanctions to the tune of
around Rs. 23921.06
crores and loan
disbursements of around
Rs. 16070.82 crores. On
this occasion, Shri Pradip
Kumar Das, Chairman &
Managing Director
(CMD), IREDA,
addressed all the
employees through his
motivational interaction.

CMD, ITREDA
highlighted: "IREDA has
achieved major milestones
in 2021-22 even though the
year saw second and third
waves of the COVID-19
Pandemic along with the
ongoing globally tense
situations. IREDA stands
fully committed towards
achieving the Hon’ble
Prime Minister’s
‘Panchamrita’ COP26
targets which includes
targeted utilisation of 50%
of the country’s energy
requirements through RE
sources by 2030 and

raising the non-fossil fuel-
based energy capacity of
India to 500 GW by the
same time. IREDA is fully
equipped as an
implementing agency for
the additional allocation of
Rs. 19,500 crores for PLI
scheme to the
manufacturers of high-
efficiency solar modules
announced in Budget
Speech 2022 by the Union
Finance Minister, Nirmala
Sitharaman."

The following are the
main highlights
(provisional) of IREDA's
performance in fiscal year
2021-22:

Loan Sanctions:
Highest ever Rs. 23,921
crores in FY 2021-22 from
Rs. 11,001 crores in FY
2020-21 (up by 117%)

Loan Disbursements:
Highest ever Rs. 16,071
crores in FY 2021-22 from
Rs. 8,827 crores in FY
2020-21 (up by 82%).

NPAs:

NPA
reduced to 3.29% in FY
2021-22 from 5.61% in FY

Net

2020-21 (reduction
approx. 41%),).

Net worth: Increased to
Rs. 4,989 crores ending FY
2021-22 from Rs. 2,995
crores ending FY 2020-21
(up by 67%).

Loan Book: Increased
to Rs. 34,000 crores ending
FY 2021-22 from Rs.
27,854 crores ending FY
2020-21 (up by approx.
22%).

On this occasion,
CMD, IREDA conveyed
his sincere gratitude to the
PMO, CCEA, Govt of
India, MNRE, NITT Aayog
and MoF for constantly
guiding IREDA and
extending its support at
every juncture, especially
for realising the awaited
equity infusion. He also
conveyed his best wishes
and thanks to the entire
Team IREDA for their

untiring efforts, patience,
and dedication to engrave
record achievements.
IREDA is looking forward
to an even higher delivery
on its mandate in the year
2022-23 as the company
has registered continuous
improvement in quarterly
financial results during last
two years.

Shri Das also reiterated

that, "IREDA promotes
transparency, good-
governance, and a

proactive approach across
and work. The success of a
company is built on the
efforts of its employees. It
is time to mutually work
with innovations,
collaborations, and market
dynamics to ensure
business expansion,
diversification, and
sustainable growth. Our
combined strength is what
makes us successful. Let’s
start the upcoming new
year with a focused,
customised, and
committed plan of action
for serving our customers
with a greater vision of
clean and green energy. We
wish to ensure that the
entire value chain in the
operations of IREDA is
happy and proudly sustains
the feeling of ‘Once
IREDA, Always IREDA’."

Talent search is organised at the grassroots
level under the ‘Talent Search and Development’
component of the Khelo India Scheme: Anurag Thakur

Chennai, April 06
2022: ‘Sports’ being a
State subject, the

responsibility to promote
sports culture at the grass
root level rests primarily
with the respective
State/Union Territory
Governments. The Union
Government supplements
their efforts. However, this
Ministry runs a Central
Sector Scheme, namely,
the ‘Khelo India—National
Programme for
Development of Sports’
Scheme (Khelo India
Scheme). Under the
‘Talent Search and
Development’ component
of'the Khelo India Scheme,
talent search is organised at
the grassroots level in two
categories sports potential
talent identification and
proven talent
identification.

The country has been
divided into 05 =zones,
namely North, East, West,
South, and North-East
Zones to carry out talent
identification. Grassroot
Zonal Talent Identification
Committees are formed to

reach out to each and every
corner of the country to
shortlist the potential and
proven athletes. Further,
under the National Sports
Talent Contest (NSTC)
scheme, talented children
are selected in the age
group of 8-14 years and
they are trained through a
well-structured system in
the Sports Authority of
India (SAI) Centres. The
performance of the
trainees in the battery of
tests and achievements at
the time of induction is
clearly documented. The
scouting of the talent in
indigenous games is done
on the basis of open
competitions among
participants. Selection is
done by a selection

committee consisting of
representatives of SAI,

National Sports
Federations (NSFs), SAI
coaches, guru/mentor of
the concerned game, etc.
The sports persons
identified on this basis are
offered admission after age
verification, medical
examination, etc.

In order to provide
quality coaching of global
standards to sportspersons,
SAI recruits elite and
medal-winning
sportspersons as coaches.
Further, as a part of the
Government’s vision to
strengthen the sports
ecosystem in the country at
the grassroots level, a low-
cost, effective sports

training mechanism has
been developed with past
“Champion Athletes” as
Coaches and Mentors for
the trainees at the various
Khelo India Centres across
the country which would
also ensure a sustained
source of income for them.

Under the ‘Utilisation
and creation/upgradation
of sports infrastructure’
component of the Khelo
India Scheme, this
Ministry has sanctioned
two sports infrastructure
projects, namely,
“Construction of
Swimming Pool at
Swarnim Gujarat Sports
University”, Valavav,
District Vadodara, at an
amount of X 5.00 crore and
“Construction of Sports
Complex at Naranpura”,
District Ahmedabad, at an
amount of ¥583.99 crore,
in the State of Gujarat
during the last three years.

This information was
given by Minister of Youth
Affairs & Sports Shri
Anurag Thakur in a written
reply in Lok Sabha today.
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Flipkart Group launches ‘Flipkart Foundation’ to
support development in socio-economic areas in India

Chennai, April 06 2022:
The Flipkart Group, India’s
homegrown internet
ecosystem, today
announced that it has
constituted and has
launched the Flipkart
Foundation with a vision to
facilitate an inclusive,
equitable, empowered and
sustainable society in India.
The Foundation will carry
forward Flipkart Group’s
efforts towards bringing
opportunities for ecosystem
partners and convenience to
stakeholders through a
technology-led digital
commerce model. This will
enable it to drive inclusive
growth with a mission to
drive grass-root level, at-
scale and institutionalised
impact for sustainable
livelihoods and growth
opportunities in India for the
underprivileged.

The Foundation was
formally launched in New
Delhi by the Union Minister
for Social Justice and
Empowerment, Dr. Virendra
Kumar, Union Minister of
State for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, Shri
Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma
and Minister of State for
Rural Development and
Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, Smt.
Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, in the
presence of Rajneesh
Kumar, Chief Corporate
Affairs officer, Flipkart
Group, Krishna Raghavan,
Chief People Officer,
Flipkart, among other senior
officials from the

Flipkart

government and Flipkart.

Flipkart Foundation
aims to drive
transformational work by
collaborating with diverse
stakeholders across
government organisations,
NGOs and community
leaders across four key
areas, namely:

Market access to the
underserved and
underrepresented sections
of the society for sustained
growth opportunities for
entreprencurship and
livelihood opportunities

Skill development

Community
development, and

Environmental
Responsibility

With the focus on rural
areas and providing
equitable access to growth
opportunities for women
and other disadvantaged
communities, the Flipkart
Foundation aims to
positively impact 20 million
lives directly and indirectly
inthe nextdecade.

Speaking at the launch

=

event, Dr. Virendra Kumar,
Union Minister for Social
Justice and Empowerment,
said, “While India is full of
opportunities, there is a need
to drive equitable growth. To
help drive this, it is
important for businesses to
offer support to
underprivileged sections of
society to make them a part
of the country’s growth
story. Our Prime Minister’s
vision of Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vishwas aims to bring
the government and the
industry on a common
platform to work
harmoniously in achieving
prosperity for all.
Organisations like the
Flipkart Group play an
important role in this
endeavour, and the launch of
the Flipkart Foundation is a
decisive step in this
direction to create
widespread social impact.”

Rajneesh Kumar, Chief
Corporate Affairs Officer at
Flipkart, said, “With a vision
of Building a New India
Together, the Flipkart
Foundation is our
commitment to engage with

diverse stakeholders to
enable transformational
development work for
society and the economy.
The Foundation will address
several critical societal
concerns ranging from art
and craft revival to
employment opportunities
for the underserved, to
disaster relief - all aimed at
driving inclusive
development and
contributing to nation-
building. We have set
audacious targets for the
Foundation and aim to
influence 20 million lives
directly and indirectly in the
coming decade across a
wide array of areas by
utilising our learnings over
the years.”

Flipkart Foundation’s
operations are grant-based,
with contributions from the
Flipkart Group and through
the ‘Charity Checkout’
feature available on Flipkart
platforms, which provides
an easy and seamless way
for philanthropic giving.

The establishment of the
Foundation is in line with
the Flipkart Group’s
continuing efforts toward
nation-building by
supporting livelihoods
through direct and indirect
employment creation and
opportunities enabled by its
technology and innovation-
driven marketplace for lakhs
of MSMEs, sellers and
artisans, along with
infrastructure development
through its supply chain and
other group services and
offerings.

NTPC inks pact with Gujarat Gas Limited (GGL)
to blend Green Hydrogen in Piped Natural Gas

Chennai, April 06
2022: With the continued
focus on a clean
environment, NTPC has
taken up the initiative of

blending green hydrogenin &

Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
network of GGL (Gujarat
Gas Limited) at NTPC
Kawas. A formal
agreement between the two
companies has been signed
today in the presence of
Shri. Mohit Bhargava,
CEO, NTPC REL & ED
RE, NTPC, and Shri.
Sanjeev Kumar, MD-GGL
& GSPL.

Green hydrogen will be
produced by using
electricity from the
existing 1 MW floating

solar project of NTPC
Kawas. This will be
blended with PNG in a
predetermined proportion
and will be used for
cooking applications in
NTPC Kawas Township.
Initially, the percentage of
hydrogen blending in the
PNG shall be around 5%

and after successful
completion, it shall be
further increased.

NTPC is the premier
energy utility in the
country with an installed
capacity of 69 GW, with a
diversified fuel mix. The
NTPC group plans to

achieve 60 GW of RE in a
decade and is executing
several pilot projects in the
green hydrogen space.

GGL is India's largest
City Gas Distribution
(CGD) Company and has a

| presence across 43 districts

in 6 states and 1 Union
territory

This hydrogen
blending project at NTPC
Kawas is a pioneering
effort and the first of its
kind in the country. This is
a step toward the
decarbonization of the
cooking sector and self-
sufficiency for the energy
requirements of the nation.

CCl penalises firms found guilty of bid rigging
and cartellzatlon in Indian Rallways tenders

Chennai, April 06
2022:  The Competition
Commission of India
(CCI) issued a final order
against eleven (11)
companies/ firms which
were found to have
contravened the provisions
of Sections 3(3)(a),
3(3)(b), 3(3)(c) and 3(3)(d)
read with Section 3(1) of
the Competition Act, 2002
(Act), which proscribe
anti-competitive
agreements. The case was
initiated on the basis of a
reference filed on behalf of
the North Western
Railways.

CCI found these
companies/ firms to have
indulged in cartelisation in
the supply of High
Performance Polyamide
Bushes (HPPA) and Self
Lubricating Polyester
Resin Bushes (SLPR) to
the Indian Railways by
means of directly or
indirectly determining
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prices, allocating tenders,
controlling supply and
market, co-ordinating bid
prices and manipulating
the bidding process. The
evidence in the matter
included regular e-mail
communications and
WhatsApp exchanges
between the parties,
quoting of identical/
similar prices by certain
parties, filing of bids from
same IP addresses by
certain parties in close
proximity etc. Of the
eleven (11) entities, four
(04) were lesser penalty
applicants before the CCIL

—

Under Section 46 of the
Act, a cartel member may
approach the Commission
by way of filing an
application seeking lesser
penalty, in return for
providing full, true and
vital disclosures in respect
of the alleged cartel to the
Commission.

Further, fourteen (14)
individuals of these eleven
(11) entities were also held
by the CCI to be liable for
the anti-competitive
conduct of their respective
companies/ firms, in terms
of the provisions of
Section 48 of the Act.

CCI imposed penalties
@5% of the average
turnover/ income upon the
companies/ firms and their
respective individuals
found guilty of violating
the provisions of the Act.
Giving benefit of reduction
in penalty under the
provisions of Section 46 of
the Act of 80% to first
lesser penalty applicant
and its individuals, 40% to
second lesser penalty
applicant, 30% to third
lesser penalty applicant
and its individuals, and
20% to fourth lesser
penalty applicant and its
individuals, CCI directed
the parties to pay penalties
totaling to approx. INR
1.16 crores, besides
issuing a cease-and-desist
order.

The order was passed
inRef. Case No. 03 0f2018
and a copy of the order is
available at CCI website at
WWW.cci.gov.in.




Only 4.2 km from Annanagar

with lift and 24 hours power backup
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> Lift

> 24x7 power backup
2x2 vitrified tiles
Granite kitchen top
Covered Car Parking

Key Location Nearby

Annanagar - 4.2 kms

Korattur Railway Station - 1.7kms
Bus Stand - 1kms

School - 1.5 Kms

24 Hours Hospital - 500 mtrs
Shopping - 2kms

Ambattur Industrial Estate -1.8 kms
Temple - 500mtrs

Specifications

> Main Doors
Teak wood door frame with company moulded doors, Locks, 1
Door eye, Handle.
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> Windows - UPVC windows

» Painting
Interior walls: Putty with emulsion paint.
Exterior walls: Asian Apex / Weather proof exterior emulsion paint.

> Electrical
Three phase connection, Modular switches,
A/C provision in all bed room.
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Site Address:
Tulip 14/22, Brahmin Street,

Korattur, Chennai-600080.

=3 RAINBOW ESTATES AND BUILDERS

No. 11, South Perumal Koil Street, Vadapalani, Chennai - 600026.
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