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PAFS VISION OF ‘ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT' COULD ONLY BE ACHIEVED IF THE PANCHAYATI RAJ INSTITUTIONS OF

THE COUNTRY BEGONE SELF-DEPENDENT IN ALL ASPECTS, SAID SHRI SUNIL KUMA

Chennai, December 21
2021: As the Nation is
celebrating 75 years of
Independence as ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’, the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj is
undertaking several activities
and initiatives to uphold the
Prime Minister’s vision of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ in the
light of the fact that the vision
of ‘ Atmanirbhar Bharat’ could
only be achieved if the
Panchayati Raj Institutions of
the country become self-
dependent in all aspects, said
Shri Sunil Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Panchayati Raj.
Thus, it would be apt to say
that only ‘Atmanirbhar
Panchayats’ can lay the
foundation for ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’.

Shri Sunil Kumar,
Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj delivered a
keynote address while
declaring open of a day-long
National Webinar with the
theme ‘Atmanirbhar
Panchayats — Role of
Technology, Entrepreneurship
and Harnessing Energy in
Achieving Self-reliance for
Sustainable Development’.
Today’s Webinar is the sixth in
a series of National Webinars
organized by the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj in
commemoration of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav since its
nationwide launch on 12
March 2021.

Shri Sunil Kumar,
Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj said that role
of modern technology,
entrepreneurship and energy
self-sufficiency is going to
play an essential part in the
making of ‘Atmanirbhar
Panchayat’. Panchayats
should be made aware of new
technologies which are cost-
effective, tested and useful so
that their benefits could reach
the last mile and our
Panchayats can become
Economic Growth Centres

and Demand Centres.
Panchayats can serve as a
bridge between the IIT’s Rural
Technology Action Group
(RuTAG) like institutions and
the villages.

With regard to the
conceptualization of National
Webinar on Atmanirbhar
Panchayats — Role of
Technology, Entrepreneurship
and Harnessing Energy in
Achieving Self-reliance for
Sustainable Development,
Shri Sunil Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Panchayati Raj
said that today’s National
Webinar is yet another
important initiative of the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj
towards bringing greater self-
reliance in the Panchayati Raj
Institutions.

While delivering the
keynote address at the
National Webinar, Shri Sunil
Kumar, emphasized that
technology will have a major
role to play in improving the
ease of living and standard of
living for citizens in rural
areas, which is one of the key
goals of the Government of
India. People are willing to
accept the technology and
technological interventions if
they are made to understand in
their own languages.

Exhorting Panchayati Raj
Institutions to actively
participate in Good
Governance Week (20 — 25
December 2021) with theme
Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur Shri
Sunil Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Panchayati Raj
underlined that Good
Governance with an
ingredient of technology and
e-Governance makes the
Government at various levels
transparent, accountable,
responsive and efficient, and
all Government employees
and public representatives are
expected to play a pivotal role
in promoting the cause of
Good Governance and help in
bringing transparency and

accountability in the systems.
Better governance can make
sure technology works for
everyone and also for
addressing the multi-
dimensions of unemployment
in rural areas. Technologies
hold great promise for
improving government
effectiveness in the delivery of
fast, better and efficient
citizen services to the local
residents at the basic unit of
local self-government.

While making opening
remarks, Dr. C. S. Kumar,
Additional Secretary said that
the theme of the Good
Governance Week and the
theme of the Webinar are also
in sync. Keeping up with a
rapidly changing technology
landscape, Panchayats have to
provide leadership, play the
role of bridge and also
contribute to the issues of
national and international
importance like energy self-
sufficiency, climate change,
carbon zero climate pledge,
achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals etc.
Opening remarks were made
by Shri (Dr.) Bijaya Kumar
Behera.

The National Webinar was

attended by all senior officers
of the Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, Department of
Panchayati Raj of States and
Union Territories, State
Institute of Rural
Development & Panchayati
Raj (SIRD&PRs). A large
number of elected
representatives and
functionaries of Panchayati
Raj Institutions joined the
National Webinar remotely
through VC link as well as
NIC Webcast link. People
joined the National Webinar
from centres of Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan as well.

Technical Session [ on
‘Unnat Bharat Abhiyan:
moving towards achieving
Panchayat self-sufficiency in
Localised Renewable Energy
and sustainable rural
development’ was co-chaired
by Prof. P. M. V. Subbarao,
Head, CRDT, IIT Delhi and
Prof. Virendra Kumar Vijay,
Professor, CRDT, IIT Delhi &
National Coordinator, Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan, Ministry of
Education whereas Technical
Session II on ‘Atmanirbhar
Panchayats as instruments of
economic development in
rural areas through Rural
Technology and

BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE: FREE WI-FI
INTERNET FACILITIES PROVIDED AT 343
STATIONS OVER SOUTHERN RAILWAY (SR) ZONE

Chennai, December 21
2021: Indian Railways has
been in the forefront of
implementing Digital
Initiatives realizing the dream
of Digital India and
information technology-
oriented passenger
applications/amenities like
National Train Enquiry
System and the Passenger
Reservation System have been
revolutionizing the passenger
travel experience. Now,
Indian Railways is forging
ahead with providing access to
Internet Facility to the
passengers through its Wi-Fi
Network Connectivity/
facility at Railway Stations.

In a major public friendly
measure, 543 stations over
Southern Railway Zone have
been equipped with free high
speed Wi-Fi Internet
Connectivity so far making
around 5087 Route Kms of
Southern Railway covered
with OFC (Optical Fibre
Cable). Work of making this
facility available at 100%
Stations (except Halt stations)
in Southern Railway has been
completed.

The no. of users of
thesestation Wi-Fi facilities is
steadily increasing.

This project has been
taken up as a mission of
turning Railway Stations into
hubs of digital inclusion.

The responsibility to
implement this remarkable
Digital India initiative has
been entrusted to Railway
Mini Ratna PSU "RAILTEL".
Working tirelessly and
continuously, RAILTEL is
providing state of the art
public Wi-Fi under the brand
name of Railwire. RailTel has
so far commissioned this
facility at 6070+ stations
across India.

Southern Railway from
time to time keeps launching
awareness campaigns for
promoting this facility.
Through Videos and
Messages on Social Media,
Regular Announcements,
Hoarding and Banners at
Stations, Southern Railway
has been promoting the usage
of Wi-Fi Facility by the Rail
Users and Passengers.

This is one of the largest
and fastest public Wi-Fi
networks of the world. Indian
Railways intend to provide
Wi-Fi at all (except the halt
ones) Railway stations and
only few hundred stations are
left to reach the mark where
work is in progress.

Railway Stations are
places where cross-section of
the society converges. The
quickening pace of
modernisation and manifold
increase in smart phone usage
has triggered a ‘Digital India’

revolution. Envisaged in
2015 Rail Budget, the project
of providing free Wi-Fi
Internet facility at stations
aims to bring free Wi-Fiaccess
to railway stations across
India. This includes small
stations located in remote
villages as well.

Public visiting stations
can use this facility for
streaming High Definition
(HD) Videos, download of
movies, songs, games, and do
their offices work online.

Students, especially
UPSC, RRB, RRC & SSC
aspirants from remote
locations with limited access
to internet, use the station Wi-
Fi facilities for their
preparations. Passengers are
also using this facility for
leveraging entertainments on
their personal devices.
Feedback from Passengers at
Major Stations across
Southern Railway at Dr. MGR
Chennai central, Chennai
Egmore, Tambaram, Salem,
Coimbatore, Madurai,
Tiruchchirappalli,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Ernakulam Jn indicate
excellent connectivity,
seamless data access and great
facility for the passengers.

The Railwire Wi-Fi
facility is very user friendly.
To switch on the connection,
passengers need to scan Wi-Fi

options and choose Railwire.
Once the browser takes the
user to the Railwire portal, it
will ask for a mobile number
to which a One Time
Password (OTP) will be sent.
Once connected, the Wi-Fi
connection will last for 30
minutes. This helps the rail
passengers to stay connected
and updated with railway
information.

The Wi-fi is free for the
first 30 min of usage every day
at 1 mbps speed. For using the
Wi-Fi facility further at higher
speed, the user needs to
choose a plan with higher
speed by paying a nominal fee.
The plans vary from Rs.
10/day (for 5 GB @ 34 MBPS)
to Rs. 75/30 day (for 60 GB @
34 MBPS) excluding GST. A
number of payment options
like net banking, wallet, credit
card can be used to purchase
plan online.

These initiatives of Indian
Railway and RailTel have
paved the way for the common
Indian Railway Traveller to
reap the benefits of Digital
Technology, truly ensuring
that Digital India is happening
where it really matters — On
Stations of Indian Railways
where the public can have free
access to Technology through
RailWire’s Wi—fi

Entrepreneurship’ was
moderated by Shri Khushwant
Singh Sethi, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Panchayati Raj.

All the speakers shared
their ideas, opinions and
experiences regarding
remarkable work done for
proving technological
solutions to requirements of
daily needs and day-to-day
lives. Detailed Presentation
was made by Ministry of
Power [Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE)], Ministry
of New and Renewable
Energy, Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship, Office of
the Principal Scientific
Advisor (PSA) to the
Government of India and
Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi (IIT-Delhi) during the
Webinar.

During the first technical
session, a presentation on the
Role of Technologies in rural
areas for a Gram Urja Swaraj,
a carbon-neutral society for
AtmaNirbhar Bharat was
made by the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi
(IIT-Delhi). The idea of
energy self-sufficiency in
rural areas is inspired by
Mahatma Gandhiji’s vision of

“Gram Swaraj” that “Every
village should be its own
republic, independent of its
neighbours for its own vital
wants and yet interdependent
for many others in which
dependence is necessary”.
Gram Urja Swaraj aims to
develop an area-based micro-
level integrated system of
Renewable Energy
Technologies that would be
able to meet the local energy
requirements of villages,
considering the constraints in
supply, socio-economic
factors and the requirements
for different end-uses by
tapping different locally
available biomass resources.

Presentation on Carbon
Neutrality — Village Energy
Systems and Income
Generation Opportunities was
made by Prof. (Dr.) P. V.
Aravind, Chair of Energy
Conversion, University of
Groningen and Negative
Emission Program, TU Delft
Climate Institute, The
Netherlands. Presentation on
PM-KUSUM was made by
Shri Shobhit Srivastava,
Scientist D, Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy
(MNRE). PM-KUSUM
(Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja

SECRETARY, NINISTRY OF PANCHAYAT

Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan) Scheme is
aimed at ensuring energy
security for farmers in India,
along with honouring India’s
commitment to increase the
share of installed capacity of
electric power from non-
fossil-fuel sources to 40% by
2030 as part of Intended
Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs). Shri
Shobhit Srivastava
demonstrated the vision of the
Ministry on ‘New National
Biogas and Organic Manure
Programme’ and other
Schemes and initiatives for
rural masses.

Presentation on Efforts in
the field of Energy Efficiency
and Energy Conservation in
Rural Areas was made by Shri
Abhay Bakre, Director
General, Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE), Ministry of
Power, Government of India.
Presentation on “Ways and
Means to Achieve Carbon
Neutrality: Agri/Biological
and Engineering
Interventions” was made by
Dr. P. V. Unnikrishnan,
Member-Secretary, Kerala
Development and Innovation
Strategy Council, (K-DISC),
Government of Kerala and
Shri Girigan Gopi, M. S.
Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Wayanad, Kerala.

Presentation on
Atmanirbhar Village through
Sustainable Waste
Management was made by
Shri Gajanan Patil, Urja Bio
System, Pune, Maharashtra.
Presentation on “Solar
Revolution: Continuous
Illumination” was made by
Smt. Zahera Naseem, Chief
Executive Officer, Zilla
Panchayat, Bidar, Karnataka.
Presentation on “Carbon
Neutrality Experiences of
Meenangadi Gram Panchayat
and Bathery Block
Panchayat” was shared by
Smt. Beena Vijayan, Former
President, Meenangadi &
Member, Sulthan Bathery
Block Panchayath, Kerala.

A/

Presentation on “Atmanirbhar
Panchayat — A Case study on
Odanthurai Panchayat under
Coimbatore District in Tamil
Nadu” was made by Smt.
Madhura, Assistant Director
Audit along with Shri G.
Thangavel, President and Shri
R. Shanmugam, Ex-President,
Odanthurai Gram Panchayat.

In the second technical
session on Atmanirbhar
Panchayats as instruments of
economic development in
rural areas through Rural
Technology and
Entrepreneurship,
presentations on the
innovative ways of
implementation of
technologies in the rural part
of the Nation were made by
Smt. (Dr.) Ketaki Bapat,
Senior Scientist, Office of
Principal Scientific Adviser
and Shri (Dr.) Sanket,
Professor, IIT Mumbai. Shri
(Dr.) B. K. Ray, Director,
Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship made a
presentation on the
‘SANKALP’ program which
will give a direction in
providing the right skill for the
right section of the rural
society. Shri Satish Sharma,
Joint Director, Department of
Panchayati Raj, Government
of Himachal Pradesh, Smt.
Suchitra Jana Pramanik, Gram
Pradhan and Shri Suvra Kanti
Jana, Secretary,
Pratapadityanagar Gram
Panchayat, South 24 Parganas
District, West Bengal, Smt.
Archana Bhoyar, President of
Kalamb Mahila Producer
Company, Maharashtra, along
with Smt. Prajakta Gedman
from Navnirman Mahila
Gram Sangh, Aklara village,
Maharashtra, and
representatives from
Perinjanam and Kanjikuzhy
Gram Panchayats from Kerala
made presentations and shared
their models of economic
development in rural areas
through rural technology and
entrepreneurship.

CC1 APPROVES ACQUISITION OF SHAREHOLDING IN
AIR INDIA LIMITED, AIR INDIA EXPRESS LIMITED
AND AIR INDIA SATS AIRPORT SERVICES
PRIVATE LIMITED BY TALACE PRIVATE LIMITED

Chennai, December 21
2021: The Competition
Commission of India (CCI)
approves acquisition of
shareholding in Air India
Limited, Air India Express
Limited and Air India SATS
Airport Services Private
Limited by Talace Private
Limited.

The proposed
combination envisages
acquisition of 100% equity
share capital of Air India

)

Limited (Air India) and Air
India Express Limited
(AIXL), and 50% equity share
capital of Air India SATS
Airport Services Private
Limited (AISATS) by Talace
Private Limited (Talace).

Talace is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Tata Sons. Tata
Sons is an investment holding
company, which is registered
as a core investment company
with the Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) and classified as a
“Systemically Important Non-
Deposit Taking Core
Investment Company”.

Air India is wholly owned
by the Government of India.
Air India, along with AIXL, is
primarily engaged in the
business of providing
domestic scheduled air
passenger transport service,
international scheduled air
passenger transport service,

and air cargo transport
services.

ISATS is engaged in the
business of providing ground
handling services at the
following domestic airports
i.e. Delhi, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Mangalore and
Thiruvananthapuram, as well
as cargo handling services at
Bengaluru airport.

Detailed order of the CCI
will follow.
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India’s biggest drone show organised in Lucknow as part of
Amrit Mahotsav series of events on First War of Independence of 1857

Chennai, December 21,
2021: India’s biggest drone
show was organised in
Lucknow today evening as
part of Amrit Mahotsav series
of events on 1857.0n the
occasion, Union Minister of
state for Culture and External
Affairs Smt. Meenakshi
Lekhi and Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh Shri Yogi
Adityanath along with
officials of Central and State
Governments were present.

Earlier yesterday, Uttar
Pradesh’s Principal Secretary
(Tourism and Culture) Shri
Mukesh Kumar Meshram
said that under the joint aegis
of the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India and the
Department of Tourism and
Culture, Uttar Pradesh, on the
occasion of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, the country’s
largest drone show is being

organised.

The big drone show took
place today evening at the
Residency, which witnessed
the first revolution of 1857 in
Lucknow. More than 500
drones took part in this show.

Secretary, Union Ministry
of Culture, Shri Govind
Mohan in a statement said
“We have always tried to raise
the bar with each event being
curated under Amrit
Mahotsav. These events not
only help us reflect on our

glorious legacy but also help
reach out to people especially
the youth of today in ways that
are in sync with their new
ways of thinking.” He also
mentioned that so far since the
start of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mabhotsav in March more than
13,000 programmes have
been held making it one of the
largest commemoration
initiatives anywhere in the
world.

All programs under
AKAM are guided by a whole
of government approach that
brings together multiple
stakeholders within and
outside the Government,
working towards a common
goal. The initiatives are
constantly supported by
digital outreach, and planned
with element of janbhagidari
to make it a ‘people’s
initiative’.

Important role of media in creating awareness and community
engagement for providing tap water supply: Bharat Lal,
AS &Mlsswn Director, National Jal Jeevan Mission

Chennai, December 21,
2021: Highlighting the
role of media,Shri Bharat
Lal, Additional Secretary &
Mission Director, National
Jal Jeevan Mission said,
“The media has a very
important role in
generatingawareness about
Jal Jeevan Mission and in
engaging communities to
own, operate and manage
their in-village water supply
system for ensuring regular
and long-term clean tap
water supply in rural
homes.” He was delivering
keynote address in a national
media interaction organized
by UNICEF in New Delhi
today.

In his Independence Day
address on 15th August,
2021, Hon’ble Prime
Minister emphasized that
for schemes like Jal Jeevan
Mission benefits of the
scheme must reach to
everyone and ‘no one is left
out’. The Prime Minister
added, “We have to move
ahead with a mindset of
cent-percent achievement.
When the Government
operates with a target to
reach the person in the last
line, only then there is no
discrimination and there is
no scope for corruption.”

Recognizing media as
an important partner in
delivering Jal Jeevan
Mission’s community-
oriented messages to
provide tap water, improve
health and provide ease of
living to rural population
especially women and
children in rural India, Shri
Bharat Lal urged
mediapersons to make
people aware of various
aspects of clean tap water
and help in making Jal
Jeevan Mission a
JanAndolan.

Over 80 national and
state-level media
representatives from print,
online, radio and TV
participated in ‘Interaction
with media on Jal Jeevan
Mission’ programme
focussed on the vision,
objectives, priorities and
achievements of the mission
in providing clean tap water
supply to all rural homes.
Shri Nicolas Osbert, Chief,
WASH, UNICEF Indiaand
Ms. Zafrin Chowdhury,
Chief, Communication,
Advocacy and Partnership,
UNICEF India were also
present in the programme.

Elaborating mission’s
motto that ‘no one to be left
out’ and developing a
responsive and responsible
leadership to manage tap
water supply in every
village, Shri Bharat Lal said
that the aim is to make every
village “WASH enlightened
village’. To ensure
transparency and
accountability in
implementation of Jal

Jeevan Mission, he said that
all information about Jal
Jeevan Mission is in public
domain and the JJM
dashboard can be accessed
a t
https://ejalshakti.gov.in/jjm
report/JJMIndia.aspx
Demonstrating use of deep
technology, digital
governance and sensor
based 10T system through
the JIM dashboard, he
emphasised on how the lives
of millions of rural
households across India are
being transformed by
providing them clean tap
water and removing age-old
drudgery from the lives of
women and children. Shri
Bharal Lal said, “the focus
under mission is to ensure
clean tap water supply to all
rural households as well as
every school, AWCs, PHCs,
CHCs, community centers,
ete.”

Nicolas Osbert, Chief,
WASH, UNICEF India,
invited media to participate
actively in the JJM, seizing
the opportunity of this
outstanding investment on
public health by providing
clean tap water supply to
every home and thus
empowering communities,
and promoting hygiene,
cleanliness and
environmental
sustainability.

Announced by the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on 15th August, 2019,
Jal Jeevan Mission is
implemented in a
decentralized manner
following the ‘bottom-up’
approach, wherein the local
village community plays a
key role starting from
planning to implementation
and from management to
operation and maintenance.
To achieve this, the State
undertakes activities like
strengthening the Village
Water & Sanitation
Committee (VWSC) or Pani
Samiti and developing
Village Action Plan (VAP)
in the Gram Sabha wherein
the community deliberates
on water concerns affecting
their daily lives. VAPs have
the components of drinking
water source strengthening/
augmentation, water supply
infrastructure, grey water
treatment & reuse, and

operation & maintenance of
in-village water supply
system. The mission
mandates that half of the
members of VWSC/ Pani

Samiti are women, thus
encourages women
participation these
discussions being the
primary water managers in
any household. The States
are organizing intensive
training and skilling
programmes, especially on
water quality surveillance to
5 persons mostly women in
every village and local
persons as masons,
plumbers, electricians,
motor mechanics, fitter and
pump operators.

With Government’s
focus on water supply and
improved sanitation, 15th
Finance Commission
allocated Rs. 26,940 Crore
tied grants to RLBs/ PRIs in
2021-22 for supply of
drinking water, rainwater
harvesting and water
recycling, and sanitation and
maintenance of ODF status.
There is assured fund of Rs.
1.42 lakh Crore for the next
5 years from 2021-22 to
2025-26. This will
supplement the ongoing
efforts under JJIM. All out
efforts are to be made for
judicious use of this grant by
rural local bodies by
focusing on activities viz.
rainwater harvesting,
strengthening of drinking
water sources, improving
water supply, grey water
management and regular
operation & maintenance.

At the start of the
mission in 2019, out of
19.20 Crore rural
households in the country,
only 3.23 Crore (17%) had
tap water supply. Despite
challenges faced due to
COVID-19 pandemic and
subsequent lockdowns, over
5.44 Crore (28.31%)
households have been
provided with tap water
supply since the launch of
the mission. Presently, 8.67
Crore (45.15%) rural
households have been
provided tap water supply.
Goa, Telangana, Andaman
& Nicobar Islands, Dadra &
Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu, Puducherry and
Haryana have become ‘Har
Ghar Jal’ ie., tap water

supply have been provided
to all rural households in
these States/ UTs.

So far in 4.5 lakh
villages VWSCs or Pani
Samiti have been formed
and Village Action Plan has
been prepared for 3.37 lakh
villages. More than 8.5 lakh
women volunteers have
been trained to test the
quality of water by using
Field Test Kits (FTKs). They
collect samples and test its
quality to ensure that the
water supplied is as per the
prescribed parameters. The
test report of FTK is
uploaded on JIM portal.
Today, the country has more
than 2,000 water testing
laboratories which are open
for public at a nominal cost
to test quality of water.

Under Jal Jeevan
Mission, priority is accorded
to water-scarce areas,
quality-affected villages,
Aspirational districts,
SC/ST majority villages and
Saansad Adarsh Gram
Yojana (SAGY)
villages.The tap water
supply to JE-AES affected
districts has gone up from 8
lakh (3%) households to
1.19 Crore (39.38%)
households and in
aspirational districts it has
gone from 24 lakh (7%)
households to 1.28 Crore
(38%) households.

To ensure safe tap water
to children in schools,
ashramshalas and
anganwadi centres in the
country, Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi announced
100-days campaign, which
was launched by the Union
Minister Shri Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on 2nd
October 2020. Tap water
provided in learning centres
is used by children and
teachers for drinking,
cooking mid-day meal, hand
washing and in toilets. Till
now 833 lakh (81.33%)
schools and 8.76 lakh
(78.48%) anganwadicentres
have been provided tap
water supply in their
premises. All schools in
States/ UTs of A&N Islands,
Andhra Pradesh, D&NH
and D&D, Goa, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Puducherry, Punjab,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu,
Telanganaand Uttarakhand
have been provided with tap
water supply.

Following the Prime
Minister’s vision of
‘SabkaSaath, SabkaVikas,
SabkaVishwas,
SabkaPrayas’, the motto of
the mission is that ‘no one is
left out’ and every rural
household is provided with
tap water connection. At
present, every household in
83 districts and more than
1.28 lakh villages are
receiving tap water supply.
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Dr. C. Rangarajan delivered the inaugural
“G. Ramachandran Endowment Lecture” on
“Three Decades of the Economic Reforms in India”

Chennai, December
21, 2021: At an event
hosted by Madras School
of Economics (MSE)
today Dr. C. Rangarajan,
Chairman, MSE and
Former Chairman, Prime
Minister's Economic
Council delivered the
inaugural endowment
lecture on “Three Decades
of the Economic Reforms
in India”. This was meant
to be a tribute to Mr. G.
Ramachandran, the

youngest officer to become
Finance Secretary, Tamil
Nadu (1965) - a 1949 batch
IAS Officer who worked
for former Chief Minister
of Rajaji, Kamaraj,
Bakthavatsalam and
Annadurai, with
distinction. The event will
be held on December 20,
2021 at the Madras School
of Economics in Taramani,
Chennai.

Given Mr. G
Ramachandran's passion
for academia since he

began his career as a
lecturer in the Loyola
College Madras, before
joining IAS, the family felt
it was a privilege and
honour when Madras
School of Economics
agreed to host an annual
endowment lecture.

Recalling his tenure as
governor of RBI, Dr.
Rangarajan said, Mr. G.
Ramachandran was
serving as a Board
Member of RBI and his

L
¥
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immeasurable contribution
and gave a detailed journey
of various measures over
30 years, he spoke about
the important and
landmark reform happened
in 1991. Highlighting how
the reforms helped to push
the growth rate from 3.5%
to 6.2%, he narrated how
the success story of
liberalization to maintain
the balance of payment in

the country and
accommodate the
principles of equity.

Speaking on the key
lessons on economic
reforms, he said, “Reforms
do not lead to
automatically to higher
growth. It creates
conditions and
environment for higher to
happen. Investment rate
of the country must be
nurtured carefully and
watchfully along with
reforms. Continuity of the
agenda of reforms with
critical review of each
sector of the economy and
the holistic approach of
Centre and State to
introduce reforms will to
accelerate the growth.

Earlier, Dr. K.R.
Shanmugam, Director,
MSE welcomed the
gathering and Mr.
Brijeshwar Singh, IAS (R),
Former Chairman, NHAI
paid rich tributes to Mr. G.

Ramachandran, One of
India's Outstanding
Administrators, who is

admired for his sincerity

and integrity. He urged
everyone who has joined
and part of the
Administration to read his
book “Walking with the
Giants™ as it will serve as
ready-reckoner. He
recalled how as a deep
thinker of economic
policy, he played a critical
role in nationalization of
commercial banks.

Mr. Ramachandran's
son Mr. R Ganapathi, who
is the Chairman of Trigyn
Technologies Limited - a
leading IT company
handed over the
Endowment Cheque and
the toppers of PGDM
Programme were
presented with the G.
Ramachandran Gold
Medal Award.

Earlier seven lectures
were conducted under the
auspices of the Southern
India Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurates Good
Governance Week (20-25 Decemher, 2021) to showcase and
replicate the best governance practices at Grassroots level

Chennai, December 21,
2021:  Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
Science & Technology;
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth
Sciences; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr lJitendra Singh today
inaugurated the Good
Governance Week
campaign ‘“Prashasan Gaon
Ki Aur” aimed at
showcasing and replicating
the best governance
practices to grassroots level.
He said, The “Prashasan
Gaon Ki Aur” campaign will
create a national movement
for good governance and
motivate the stakeholders
both in the government as
well as outside the
government.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
as a part of Azaadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav celebrations in
the 75th Year of India’s
Independence, a Good
Governance Week is being
celebrated from December
20-25, 2021 with
Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances as the
Nodal Department. He said,
through “Prashasan Gaon Ki
Aur”- a Nation-wide
campaign for Redressal of
Public Grievances and
Improving Service Delivery
will be held in all Districts,
States, and Union Territories
ofIndia.

The Minister said, over
700 District Collectors will
be participating in
“Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur”
and during the weeklong
event, will visit
Tehsil/Panchayat Samiti
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Headquarters to provide
timely grievance redressal

and improve service
delivery. The Minister said
the objective is to translate
the vision of the Prime
Minister for Next
Generation Administrative
Reforms during the Amrit
Kaal period across all
Districts and Tehsils of
India.

Sanjay Singh, Union
Secretary, ARPG,

P.K.Tripathi, Union
Secretary DoPT, Pankaj

Kumar, Chief Secretary,
Gujarat, Arun Kumar
Mehta, Chief Secretary,

Jammu & Kashmir, V.
Srinivas, Special Secretary,
DAR&PG, Devesh
Chaturvedi, Additional
Chief Secretary, Govt. of
Uttar Pradesh, NBS Rajput,
Joint Secretary, DAR&PG
and Central and State
Grievance Nodal officers,
District Collectors/
Magistrates and Officials of
Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances and all
delegates joined the launch
event.

Dr Jitendra Singh called
upon the delegates to be the
vehicles of transformation
and underlined that Good
practices become best
practices when they get

shared, and some of them
can even excel in execution
and set even higher
standards. He said, the main
aim s to provide governance
which is corruption free,
transparent and in adherence
to established rules and
procedures. This alone will
make the march to New
India successful, he added.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has brought
a paradigm shift with the
“Minimum Government-
Maximum Governance”
approach where in which the
citizens' interaction with the
functionaries of the
Government was sought to
be reduced through
digitalization, consolidation
of Ministries, policy making
functions separated from
execution, coordinated
implementation monitored
at highest levels, well-
defined accountability and a
proper delegation being
ensured.

The Minister said that in
the course of the last seven
years, the Government has
made it clear that all its
policies are designed
keeping the poorest-of-the-
poor as the principal
beneficiary. Till some years
back opening a Bank
account for a poor man used

to be a tedious process, but
now Bank Mitras come to
their homes and help them
open a zero-balance
account, he added.

During the event, Dr
Jitendra Singh inaugurated
the Exhibition on Good
Governance Practices —
“Shaasan Ki Badalti
Tasveer”. He also launched
the Good Governance Week
Portal and released the
booklet on 2 year
achievements of DARPG. A
film on “Prashasan Gaon Ki
Aur” was screened on this
occasion.

During the year 2020-
21, 12 State portals have
been integrated with
CPGRAMS while 15
State/UTs are using
CPGRAMS for Redressal of
Public Grievances. As a
pioneer of district level
integration with
CPGRAMS, the JK-
IGRAMS integrates the
grievances from the
Centralized Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System
(CPGRAMY) at the top with
the last mile district level
offices in the UT of Jammu
& Kashmir at the bottom.
Now the Offices at District
level have been linked and
mapping up to Tehsil level
and Block level has been
done. 260 Departments /
Offices and 1724 District
level Offices have been
linked in the grievance
redressal system of the UT.
One Nation One Portal is the
goal and towards this end
Integration of Centralized
Public Grievances Redress
and Monitoring System
(CPGRAMS) with State
Grievances portals.
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Sharp introduces a new AloT
enabled Air purifier in India

Chennai, December
21,2021: Sharp Business
Systems,a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Sharp
Corporation Japan, today
announced the launch of
FX-J80 air purifier - a new
advanced AloT air purifier
equipped with Sharps
revolutionary
Plasmacluster Technology
that removes dust, airborne
mold, microbes, and
viruses to provide a natural
and fresh air inside homes.
It is a true heavyweight
performer with a coverage
spread of 680 sqft - making
it an appropriate choice for
various homes and
commercial shops.

Speaking on the
launch, Mr. Shinji
Minatogawa, Managing
Director, Sharp Business
Systems (India) Private
Limited, said, “Sharp is
committed to improving
people's lives with
innovative solutions. We
recognize that the quality
of the air we breathe today
can have a severe health
impact with a wide variety
of invisible contaminants,
such as viruses, pollen, and
haze hidden in theair. FX-
J80 provides you with the
most natural, clean, and
fresh air to keep your home
a comfortable and safe
place to breathe for you
and your family. Besides,
Sharp FX-J80 will also
impress you with its

advanced AloT features,
superior build quality,
premium electrical safety,
and super high airflow
with low noise”.

Sharp FX- J80 comes
with three-step filtration
involving high-
performance HEPA filters
that can trap 99.97% of
microscopic particles (as
small as 0.3 microns) in the
air and effectively remove
the common household
odors. FX- J80 also offers
advanced features,
including home fit, a
unique visualization of air
quality inside the room to
add to the convenience.

The FX-J80 air purifier
can be monitored and
controlled with the
"SHARP AIR APP"
available on Apple Store
andPlaystore, providing
additional convenience of
controlling the Air Purifier
via smartphone, anywhere
and anytime. In addition to
the regular functions, it can
also help monitor
electricity consumption,
room conditions,
appliances operation, and
notifications if the
appliances encounter
errors. In addition, it also
offers a touch panel, auto
on/off timers, and child
lock for ease of operations.

With inbuilt Wi-Fi
connectivity features, FX-
J80 considers outdoor
conditions to determine

optimal operation mode,
predict the useful life span
of the filter, and
recommend timely
cleaning or replacement of
the filter to maintain the
best result. The user can
choose 2 special modes.
i.e., Haze mode and
Plasmacluster Ion Spot
Mode.

In Haze mode, the air
purifier will operate at high
fan speed for 60 minutes
and alternate between low
and high levels for 20
minutes each after that. A
high density of
Plasmacluster™ ions is
dispersed into the entire
room, reducing static
electricity, making it easy
to capture haze particles,
and improving indoor air
quality with quieter
operation.

The Spot Mode
function effectively
removes adhering odor,
germs, and other
substances from clothes,
sofa, curtains, and other
spots that may require
extra attention. Its unique
20° airflow helps to
effectively collect dust in
the lower levels of the
room, ensuring natural,
clean and pure air in any
room.

Sharp's Plasmacluster
technology is proven to
eliminate harmful viruses,
bacteria, mould and other
airborne allergens, leaving

the indoor air cleaner and
healthier. The technology
is the first in the world as
home appliance company
that demonstrates
effectiveness in reducing
airborne Coronavirus
(SARS-Cov2) and the
variant contained in
adherent saliva*.
Plasmacluster technology
generates and emits the
same positive and negative
ions in nature. After
purifying the air, the ions
turn to water and return to
the atmosphere. Sharp has
recently crossed the 100
million mark for product
units with Plasmacluster
ion technology, sold
worldwide.

The FX-J80air purifier
is priced at INR 38,000
(MRP) and will be
available on Amazon
starting today.

Worlo' irst LAR procedure for Rectal cancerusing Metronic Hugo™
Rohotic-Assisted Surgery Systemperformed af Apollo Hospitals, Chemnai

Chennai, December
21, 2021: The Apollo
Hospitals Group today
announced the successful
completion of the
world'sfirstL AR
procedure for rectal
cancerand the first GI
(gastrointestinal)surgery
in the Asia-Pacific region
with the
MedtronicHugo™robotic-
assisted surgery
(RAS)system.Thismilesto
ne in robotic GI
surgerywas achieved at
Apollo Hospitals, Chennai
onDecember 15 by Dr.
VenkateshMunikrishnan,
Consultant Colorectal &
Robotic Surgeon, Institute
of Colorectal Surgery,
Apollo Hospitals. The low
a nter i or
resectionprocedure,
performed to remove the
affected portion of the
rectum, was successfully
carried out using

Hugo™RAS system on a
60-year-oldmale who was
operated on for Rectal
cancer. The patient had a
successful postoperative
recovery.

This GI surgery using
the Hugo™RAS
systembuilds on the
success of the first clinical
use in the Asia-Pacific
region to perform a robotic
prostatectomy in
Septemberof this year, also
at Apollo Hospitals,
Chennai.

D r .
VenkateshMunikrishnan,
Consultant Colorectal &
Robotic Surgeon, The
Apollo Institute of
Colorectal Surgerysaid, “It
is indeed a proud moment
to have successfully
performed the very
firstLAR procedure for
rectal cancer in the world
with the Hugo™ system.

This milestone surgery
will open up new
opportunities for further
use of the Hugo™system
in clinical settings. This
will expand the slate of
offerings for patients who
come to Apollo Hospitals
and I look forward to
continue to use this robotic
system to bring benefits of
minimally invasive
surgery to more patients.”

The Hugo™RAS
system at Apollo Hospitals
will give more patients
access to the benefits of
minimally invasive
surgerywith fewer
complications,smaller
scars,shorter hospital
stays, and a faster return to
normal activities.

Dr. Preetha Reddy,
Executive Vice
Chairperson, Apollo
Hospitals Groupsaid,
“Being one of the first

hospitals in the world to
use theMedtronic
Hugo™RAS systemis
testament to the pioneering
efforts of Apollo Hospitals
in bringing the latest and
best of medical technology
to the people of India.
Using this for the first LAR
procedurefor rectal cancer
in the world and the first GI
surgery in the Asia-Pacific
region underlines not only
our dedication to
minimally invasive
surgery but also recognizes
the expertise of our world-
class surgeons. With the
new Hugo™ system, we
have strengthened and
expanded our robotic
surgery program allowing
us to offer many more
patients the advantages of
minimally invasiverobotic
surgery by bringing down
cost and accessibility
barriers.”

PM appreciates Bajrang Punia for creating awareness
regarding sports and nutntlon among children

Chennai,
December 21, 2021:
"This will not only be
an interesting
program for the
children, but it will
also motivate them

to pursue sports as

2l

life.
@BajrangPunia ji

well as

your effort will
create a new
awareness among
them about nutrition

as well."

Tuesday,

December 21, 2021

Luminous strengthens Tamil Thalaivas as an Official Sponsor at
Pro Kabaddi League 2021~ Vivo Pro KabaddiLeague
Season 8 is set to hegin from 22nd December 2021

Chennai, December
21, 2021: Luminous
Power Technologies, a
leader in power backup
and home electricals in
India, announced its
official sponsorship with
Tamil Thalaivas for the
upcoming season of the
Pro Kabaddi League. As a
part of this partnership,
Tamil Thalaivas will now
sport the Luminous brand
logo on their jerseys. In
addition, the brand will get
visibility through the
official website and
respective social media
platforms, besides creating
a stronger association with
the sportand the team.

Ms.Ruchika Gupta,
Chief Marketing Officer,
Luminous Power
Technologies, said, "South
is an important market for
Luminous. We have been
through a remarkable
journey here and with
current growth of almost

LUMINOUS

50 percent, we are placed
to achieve the INR 1000 Cr
(revenue) mark by 2023.
We are also focusing on
further expanding our
trade partners' network in
the region and building our
Logistics Centre in Hosur,
which will help us in
improving deliveries'
timeline. Ourassociation
with Tamil Thalaivas is a
strategic move to further
deepen our roots across
south India. We believe
that Tamil Thalaivas
embodies our enthusiasm,

and we are looking
forward to a fantastic
season ahead."

Commenting on this
partnership, Nikhil
Bhardwaj, Director, Tamil
Thalaivas "We're excited
to partner with Luminous
Power Technologies. The
brand has established a
significant foothold in the
power solutions sector
over the decades, proving
optimum performance,
durability, and quality.
These attributes are in line

with our team's ethos and
spirit. We are looking
forward to a fruitful
partnership with the brand
and a successful season
ahead."

Vivo Pro Kabaddi is a
ground-breaking initiative
by Mashal Sports Pvt. Ltd.
and Star India Pvt. Ltd.
Since its inception in 2014,
the League has
revolutionized kabaddi's
sport with incredible
innovations, making it an
aspirational sport for
players and fans alike.
Backed by the Amateur
Kabaddi Federation of
India (AKFI) and
supported by participating
members of the
International Kabaddi
Federation (IKF) and the
Asian Kabaddi Federation
(AKF), the League has
witnessed tremendous
growth over the past
seasons.

Sanjay Leela Bhansali and Pen Studios to present Gangubai
Kathiawadito the world at the T2nd BerIm Internatlonal Film festivall

Chennai, December
21,2021:  Sanjay Lecla
Bhansali’s much-
anticipated film 'Gangubai
Kathiawadi' starring Alia
Bhatt and Ajay Devgn, has
been selected to be
screened at the 72nd Berlin
International Film Festival
in February and will have
its world premiere at the
festival.

Gangubai Kathiawadi
has been chosen to be
screened as part of
Berlinale Special, a
segment of the film festival
which is dedicated to
showcase exemplary
cinema. This year’s
selections are films that
have been shot during the
pandemic.

As Sanjay Leela
Bhansali celebrates 25
years in the world of
cinema, his 10th film

'Gangubai Kathiawadi'
indeed has been special for
him.

Sanjay Leecla Bhansali
says, “The story of
Gangubai Kathiawadi has
been very close to my heart
and me and my team have
given it all to make this
dream possible. We take
pride and honour in
showcasing our film at the
prestigious Berlin
International Film
Festival."

Producer Jayantilal

Gada of Pen Studios shares
his thoughts on the films
selection. He says, “ 1
believe in Mr. Bhansali and
his craft. It gives me great
joy that our film will be
presented at the Berlin
International Film Festival
and [ am proud to associate
with Mr.Bhansali. Alia has
given a great performance
and I am thankful to Ajay
Devgn too for being a part
of this project. It’s a story
that will engage and appeal
to global audiences.”

Artistic Director Carlo
Chatrian of Berlin
International Film Festival
says, “We are happy to
premiere GANGUBAI
KATHIAWADI and
continue the tradition of
the Berlin Film Festival
being a special setting for
Indian movies. This time
with a film that joins the
usual craft in shaping
camera movement and the
choreography of bodies
with a subject that is
socially relevant, not only
in India. From the very
beginning we were taken
by the story of Gangubai,
an exceptional woman
dragged into exceptional
circumstances."

Produced by Sanjay
Leela Bhansali and Dr.
Jayantilal Gada (Pen
Studios), the film is all set
to release theatrically on
18th February, 2022.

MANISHA YADHAV GETS ONBOARD AS PRAJAN'S PAIR
IN DIRECTOR ARDHI RAJA’S “NINAIVELLAM NEEYADA”

Chennai, December 21,
2021: The musical
empyrean - Maestro
Isaignani Ilaiyaraaja’s
1417th movie ‘Ninaivellam
Neeyada’ is produced by
Royal Babu for the banner
of Lekha Theaters.
Filmmaker Aadhi Rajan,
(Silandhi, Ranathanthra,
and Aruva Sanda fame) is
wielding the megaphone for
this movie apart from
penning the story,
screenplay, and dialogues.
Prajan is playing the
protagonist’s character in
this film and Vazhakku En
18/9, Aadhalal Kadhal
Seiveer, Trisha illana
Nayanthara; Sandi Muni &
Oru Kuppa Kathai fame
Manisha Yadhav performs
the female lead character.
While Sinamika plays the
other heroine’s role, the
star-cast comprises Mass-
Master fame Rohit and
Appa Amma Kanakku,
Aaruthra, Vinothaya Sitham
fame Yuvashree as well.
Manobala, Muthuraman,
Madhumitha, producer P.L.
Thenappan, Director
Jayaprakash, Ranjan
Kumar, Tamizh Selvi
Aishwarya, and a few more
prominent actors are a part
of this star-cast.The movies
that have celebrated the

poetic and innocuous first
love during the school teen

days like Azhagi,
Autograph, Kadhal,
Pallikoodam, and 96 have
always found the red carpets
spread out from audiences.
Significantly, this film
‘Ninaivellam Neeyada’ will
join this club for its
beautiful essence of love
that involves happiness and
sacrifices.Raja
Bhattacharjee (Pyaar Prema
Kadhal, Kazhugu 2,
Common Man, Idiot fame)
is handling cinematography,
Prabhakar (Editing), Muni
Krishna (Art), Pradeep
Dinesh (Stunts), and
Brindha-Dinesh-Dheena
(Choreography) are the

other technicians in this
film. The entire crew has
completed 40% shooting in
and around the locales of
Chennai and is currently
proceeding with the new
schedule.Actress Manisha
Yadav says, “Audiences
have been kind enough in
showering their
appreciations for my
performances in movies like
Vazhakku En 18/9, and Oru
Kuppu Kathai. And now, I
am elated to have a film like
Ninaivellam Neeyada that
has offered me a great scope
to perform and reinvent my
potentials as an actress.
When Aadhi Rajan narrated
the script, I instantly got
connected with it. My

character has several shades
within, and it precisely
instilled in me, a big hope
that I can establish my best
performance with this role.
This is the first-ever time, |
am getting an opportunity to
play such a substantial and
intense character.
Moreover, every actor
desires to be a part of the
film that has a musical score
by Isaignani Ilaiyaraaja sir,
and I feel blessed to have
this dream come true for me
with Ninaivellam Neeyada.
I strongly believe that the
ones, who have fallen in
love will celebrate this
movie for it will leave a
deep impact on them.”
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