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Role of a public commmunicator is to bring
government closer to the people Vice President

Chennai, October 20
2021: The Vice
President, Shri M.

Venkaiah Naidu today
emphasized the role of
effective communication
in good governance and
called upon the public
communicators to
empower people through
timely information on
government’s policies and
initiatives in local
languages.

Interacting with a
group of Officer Trainees
of the Indian Information
Service (IIS) of the 2020

batch at his residence in
Hyderabad today, the Vice
President said that public
communicators play an
important role in bridging
the gap between
governments and citizens.
“If you inform people
about various schemes in
simple and clear language,
they understand their
entitlements and
government processes in a
better way. This results in
transparency,” he told the
probationers.

Shri Naidu further said

that ‘information with
confirmation” was the key
to government
communication and asked
the Information Service
officers to focus on
combating misinformation
and fake news. He also
asked them to work on
socially relevant themes
such as gender inequality
and removing vaccine
hesitancy among some
sections of people. Calling
media as a powerful tool,
he wanted this tool to be
used responsibly to bring
about the desired

transformation. “Connect,
communicate and change,”
the Vice President said in
his signature style.

The IIS Officer
Trainees are in Hyderabad
as part of their training
attachment to the regional

office of the Press
Information Bureau and
other Media units of the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting.
Congratulating the young
officers on their selection
in the civil services, the
Vice President said that the
Information Service has a
big role to play in terms of
empowering people with
the right information.

Recalling his own
journey from being a
farmer’s son to one of the
highest offices of the

country, Shri Naidu
advised the probationers to
work with undivided
dedication to achieve
success. “Aim high, dream
big, work hard and
maintain discipline — this is
my mantra to succeed in
life,” he told the young
Civil Servants.

The Vice President also
advised the Officer
Trainees to keep fit by
taking regular part in sports
and physical activities. “In
order to move towards a
better future, the work done

today should be in
consonance with both
nature and culture,” he
said.

Earlier, the Director
PIB & ROB, Hyderabad,
Smt. Shruti Patil and
Deputy Director, Shri
Manas Krishnakanth
briefed the Vice President
about the regional
attachment of the training
programme organised in
the state. Senior officials
from the Vice President
Secretariat were also
present.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh launches Air Quality
Early Warning System to coincide with Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava

Chennai, October 20
2021:  Union Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) Science &
Technology; Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) Earth Sciences;
MoS PMO, Personnel,
Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh has launched Air
Quality Early Warning
System (AQEWS) on the
occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav week organised
by the Ministry of Earth
Sciences.

Dr Jitendra Singh said

MoS IT Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar attends International

Conference and Exhibition on Digital technologies - “Future Tech 2021”
Y

Chennai, October 20
2021: Shri Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, Minister of
State in the Ministry of
Electronics & IT, Ministry
of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, virtually
attended the inaugural
session of the International
Conference and Exhibition
on Digital technologies -
“Future Tech 2021~
organized by the CII. The
event is scheduled from 19—
27 October 2021. The event
will revolve on 5 theme
pillars: Strategy, Growth,
Resilience, Inclusiveness,
Trust with a focused theme “
Driving technologies for
building the future, we all
can trust”. The International
conference would comprise
of interaction amongst
entrepreneurs, industry
leaders and Government
officials and shall provide
platform for discussion on
application of digital
technologies.

ShriRajeev
Chandrasekhar, while
giving the inaugural
address, spoke about the
impact of the COVID
pandemic on digital
economy. He stated that “In
the last 6 years we have
made tremendous strides in
digitizing our economy and
public services within the
economy. It has helped
India prove to be resilient
during the COVID
Pandemic. We have created
Unicorns at the rate of 2 - a
month, attracted 65 billion

that Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology
(II'TM), an autonomous
Institute of Ministry of
earth Sciences has
developed a new Decision
Support System (DSS) and
extended the ability of the
existing air quality early
warning system (AQEWS)
to have decision-making
capability for air quality
management in Delhi -
NCR region.

The need was stated by
Commission for Air
Quality Management in the
National Capital Region
and Adjoining Areas

dollar investment in the tech
space and grown the overall
ambition during this period”

Speaking on the road
map ahead, ShriRajeev
Chandrasekharaffirmed
that“The Post COVID era
offers new set of
opportunities. There has
never been a more exciting
time for those in technology
than today. This is the time
to reset our ambitions and
re-imagine the future in
very different ways from the
pre-COVID era. The post
COVID era provides very
different opportunity
framework that is at play
today for companies in
India“.

ShriRajeevChandrasek
har also added that India
looks forward to seize this
opportunity by fostering a
close partnership between
the Government & the
Private sector - “At MeitY
we have very clear
objectives, we expect to be
partners with the Private

(CAQM, which was
recently formed by the
Union Minister for
MoEFCC with the
approval of both the houses
of parliament) during the
meeting held in January
2021 and requested MoES
institutions (IITM and
IMD) for the same.
Recently, the commission
has reviewed the progress
made by IITM and has in
principle approved the
current version of DSS for
air quality management in
the Delhi-NCR region.
IITM, Pune has also
developed a new website

Sector in areas not just
limited to soliciting
business for you - business
development or advocacy
but even in areas of future
technology development
whether it is quantum
computing or strategic areas
where we want India to
create competencies like
artificial intelligence, cyber
security, semi conductors
etc “he added.

ShriRajeev
Chandrasekhar also spoke
about the vision of Prime
Minister with the industry
representatives, stating that
“Hon’ble PM has set some
very serious ambitions and
wants India to be a
significant player in the
Tech Space. Soon we are
going to roll out a 5 year
strategic perspective plan,
detailing the competency
and capabilities that needs
to be developed for
realizing these ambitions.

He further quoted from
Prime Minister’s

for DSS and recently, the
entire system has been
made-operational.

DSS is a significant
contribution to Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsava on behalf
of MOES and IITM and

Independence day speech
delivered from the precincts
of Red Fort this year— “
YahiSamay Hai : This is the
time “ to highlight the
opportunities that the
technology sector offers to
Indian companies, start-ups
and entrepreneurs.”

On India being
compared with its
competitors in the
technology sector,
ShriRajeev Chandrasekhar
remarked that ” I don’t think
that the velocity of the train
we are trying to compete
with should bother us. We
are in a position to leapfrog
and move at a rate much
faster than any other
country”.  This, he
attributedto factors like - the
rapid digitalization of the
world, the shift in the semi
conductor space from
hardware driven
performance towards design
in innovation for the next
generation of computing &
communication
performance and India’s
deep technology
competency both in public
and private sector.

Concluding his address
at the event,
ShriRajeevChandrasekhar
re-affirmed the
Government’s stand, which
he informed was willing to
walk the extra mile and is
open to all sorts of
consultations to prepare a
roadmap for India to emerge
as a significant player in the
technology space.
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suggestions are invited on
this issue.

Following is the link to
the website
https://ews.tropmet.res.in/
dss/ (At present the website
is viewed best in Desktop

and soon it will be made
compatible with mobiles

On Andrioid and and
iPADS (I0S).
The website is designed

. to deliver quantitative

information about:

a) the contribution of
emissions from Delhi and
the surrounding 19 districts
to the air quality in Delhi,

b) the contribution of
emissions from 8 different
sectors in Delhi their
contribution,

¢) the contribution from
biomass-burning activities

in the neighbouring states
to the degradation of air
quality in Delhi,

d) the possible
quantitative effects of
interventions at the on the
forecast air-quality event in
Delhi. All this information
would assist in managing
the air quality in a timely
manner.

The website also has a
feature whereby the users
can create their own
emission reduction
scenarios (from 20
different districts including
Delhi) so as to examine the

possible projected
improvement in air quality
in Delhi for the next five
days. This information
would explicitly highlight
the most important
emission sources
responsible for the
degradation of air quality in
Delhi and suggest possible
solutions to ameliorate the
same and could be used by
policymakers. With a
plethora of quantitative
data, the AQEWS
integrated with DSS could
become user friendly tool
for air-quality management
inand around Delhi.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh says, North

East to he develo

Chennai, October 20
2021: Union Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) Science &
Technology; Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) Earth Sciences;
MoS PMO, Personnel,
Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr lJitendra
Singh said that Northeast
is to be developed as
India’s Bio-Economic
Hub.

The Minister said, the
Eastern Himalayan
Region is one of the mega-
biodiversity rich zones
and is among the 34
biodiversity Hotspots of
the world. He said, there is
a need to put these
invaluable genetic
resources to use for the
economic growth of the
region in particular and to
the nation in general,
through biotechnological
interventions. He was
speaking after visit to the
Institute of Bio-resources
and Sustainable
Development (IBSD),
Imphal.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
due to consistent and
renewed focus of Modi
Government, India will be
recognized as a Global
Bio-manufacturing Hub
by 2025 and will figure
among the top 5 countries
of the world. He said,
India’s Bio-Economy is
on its way to achieve 150-
billion-dollar target from
the current 70 billion-
dollar by 2025 and will
contribute effectively to
the Prime Minister’s
vision of'a 5 trillion-dollar
economy by 2024-25.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
that on the directives of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Department of

Biotechnology has played
a pivotal role to build
capacity in the North
Eastern region for

carrying out
biotechnology research to
address issues specific to
the region and implement
programmes for the
societal upliftment of the
local communities as the
North Eastern region is a
genetic treasure house of
plant, animal and
microbial resources.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
that IBSD should not only
become a center of
excellence in the region
with state-of-the-art
facilities but also generate
technology packages
toward employment
generation for the welfare
ofthe people. The Institute
should be people centered
and follow imaginative
and innovative
approaches to win the
confidence of the people
through its work, he
added. The Minister added
that this institute should
emerge as a vibrant, active
and committed center for
research application and
commercialization of
technology, products and
processes and should
promote enterprises based
on the rich bio-resources
of the region to bring
happiness to the entire

North Eastern region.

Dr Jitendra Singh
informed that DBT-
funded Phyto-
pharmaceutical Lab
Facility at IBSD is
promoting the Phyto-
pharmaceutical Mission
of North Eastern Region.
This Mission that aims to
promote the
documentation, scientific
validation and evaluation
of traditional healthcare
practices is an important
step and assumes special
significance in the context
of the vast plant resources
and diverse traditional
healthcare practices of the
North-East. He said, the
transformational
approaches in developing
products, processes and
technologies with local
bio-resources will help in
development of traditional
knowledge-based
therapeutic agents leading
to the socio-economic
development of the region
as well as benefits to
traditional health care
practitioners.

Giving examples of
various successful
interventions, Dr Jitendra
Singh said that the DBT
has supported a project on
pilot scale demonstrations
of strawberry cultivation
with sustainable agro-

ed as Indla’s Bio-Economic Hub

technological
interventions using high-
quality planting material in
farmers’ fields in
Meghalaya jointly at Bio-
Resources Development
Centre, Shillong and
Institute of Horticulture
Technology, Mandira,
Assam. He said, about 50
tissue-culture raised
plantlets of elite varieties
of strawberry are proposed
to be distributed to the
farmers in Manipur.

Similarly, the DBT has
designed a programme to
improve the production
and productivity in Khasi
Mandarin, an important
fruit crop by producing
quality planting material
through shoot-tip grafting
technology. The
programme has a target of
producing four lakhs
certifiable disease-free
quality plants of Khasi
Mandarin and Sweet
Orange during the three
years duration of the
project and build capacity
of at least 1,000 farmers in
the region. Fifty plants of
grafted Khasi Mandarin
have been generated at
AAU-Citrus Research
Station, Tinsukia, Assam
and will be handed over to
the farmers in Manipur
state, the Minister added.

The DBT has
established a Biotech-
KISAN Hub at
Horticultural Research
Station, Assam
Agricultural University
(AAU), Kahikuchi, for
large scale production of
quality planting material of
Malbhog banana, which is
in high demand in the state
of Assam. About 50 macro-
propagated Malbhog
bananas are proposed to be
distributed to the farmers
of Manipur.
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Piyush Goyal inaugurates 250mm
Seer Water supply scheme in Kashmir

Chennai, October 20
2021: Union Minister of
Commerce & Industry,
Consumer Affairs & Food &
Public Distribution and
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal
concludes his two day visit to
Pahalgam as part of the public
outreach programme of the
central government.

The Union minister
inaugurated tourist hut of
Pahalgam Development
Authority at Golf Course
Pahalgam. Shri Goyal also
inaugurated Forest
Departments Deodar sapling
plantation drive being
conducted under the banner of
Green JK Drive. A total of 1
lakh saplings will be planted
as part of the drive. Enquiring
about post plantation care for
the saplings, the minister was
apprised that fencing and
other appropriate watch and
ward measures are taken.

Addressing a gathering at
Pahalgam, the Union minister
thanked the people of
Kashmir for their
participation in the
development process and

appreciated their dedication
towards promotion of tourist
activity. He said that the
concerted efforts of the
government of UT of Jammu
and Kashmir towards
development have started
bearing fruit and investors
from rest of the country and
abroad are eager to invest in
the UT.

The minister discussed
developments in the tourism
landscape and was happy to
observe that there is brisk
tourist activity in Pahalgam.
He highlighted the need to up
the tourist infrastructure to
attract more foreign tourists.

/

The union minister
inaugurated 250mm Seer
Water supply scheme. The
project will benefit around
10000 people and will be
completed under the ambit of
Jal Jeevan Mission within
three months. He appreciated
the rapid pace of
developmental works and
commended the frontline
workers for working towards
realizing the Prime Minister's
dream of tap water for all
households.

Goyal also visited Rahi
Shawl Unit located at Akad
Park. He interacted with the
local artisans and examined

various handicrafts like zari,
sozni, tapestry, etc. The
minister appreciated the
intricate work being put up by
the artisans. He said that
handicrafts of Kashmir tell a
symbolic story and the govt is
committed to ensure this story
reaches all parts of the world.

The Union Minister also
visited the Sun temple at
Martand. Located atop a
hillock, the temple is one of the
carliest known sun temples
much older than Konark and
Modhera.

While appreciating the
historical significance of the
place, the minister passed
directions to the district
administration to give wide
publicity to the temple and
bring it on the tourist map. He
also underlined the need to
bring other such lesser known
historical places on the tourist
map.

Principal Secretary,
Commerce and Industries, DC
Anantnag and other officials
of the district administration
were present on the occasion.

Union Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar inspects
and reviews cleanliness at Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi

Chennai, October 20,
2021: Under the Swachchta
Abhiyan, Union Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare Minister
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar
inspected Krishi Bhawan
today. In a meeting with the
officers of all the ministries
located in Krishi Bhawan, the
Minister reviewed cleanliness
and disposal of pending cases
of various offices. Shri Tomar
said, "cleanliness should be in
our nature and in our culture.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has awakened the
nationwide awareness for
cleanliness, the results of
which have also come to the
fore and awareness can be
seen spread widely."

Along with Union
Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare Shri Kailash
Choudhary and Agriculture
Secretary Shri Sanjay
Agarwal, senior officers of
Agriculture, Rural
Development, Consumer
Affairs and Food Distribution,
Cooperation, Animal
Husbandry and other

N
Ministries/Departments were
present in the review meeting.
Shri Tomar said, “what we
expect from the public under
the Swachchta Abhiyan
should be followed in all
buildings and office premises
also. Everyone should pay
serious attention to the

importance of cleanliness.”
Shri Tomar directed the
officers of all departments that
public grievances,
parliamentary issues and other
pending matters related to
offices should be resolved at
the earliest.

The officials said that a
special drive for cleanliness is
being run in Krishi Bhawan,
under which old unusable files
have been disposed and this
work will continue even
further. To maintain
cleanliness inside and outside
the building, special attention
is being paid to cleanliness
drive. Under the special
campaign started from
October 2nd, so far 4 truck
scrap and other materials have
been sent out of Krishi
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Multi-disciplinary team from Natlonal
Jal Jeevan Mission visits Rajasthan

Chennai, October 20,
2021: A multi-disciplinary
10-member team from
National Jal Jeevan Mission
(NJJM) is visiting
Rajasthanfrom 18thto
21stOctober, 2021 in five
districts ofBaran, Dausa,
Jodhpur, Bhilwaraand Jaipur.
NIJIM team will daily visit 3-5
villages in each district.
Various aspects of
programme implementation
and progress made under the
mission by the State will be
discussed to understand the
ground situation and assess
the State’s preparedness to
meet the saturation deadline
for ensuring 100% tap water
supply to all rural households.
During the visit, the team will
interact with district officials,
local village community,
members of Gram Panchayat
and PaniSamiti. Thereafter
the team will debrief and
share their observations with
the district officials as well as
senior officers of the State
Government.

Rajasthan plansfor 100%
tap water connection to all
rural households by 2024. Out
of 1.01 Crorerural households
in the State,only 11.74 lakh
(11.59%) rural households
had tap water supply as on
15th August 2019, when Jal
Jeevan Mission was
announced by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister.

Despite lockdown and
disruptions due to Covid-19
pandemic, in last 2 years, 9.48
lakh households (9.36%) have
been provided tap water
connections. Today, 21.22
lakh rural homes(20.95%)in
the State have tap water
supply. Rajasthan faces

extreme water scarcity in
many parts of the State as it is
a desert-prone area which
receives scanty rainfall. The
need for providing safe
drinking water therefore
becomes very important and
urgent in the State.

In 2020-21, Rs 2,522.03
Crore Central grant was
allocated to Rajasthan but it
could draw only Rs 630.51
Crore due to slow pace of
implementation.To assist the
State to provide tap water
supply to every household by
2024, Union Minister, Jal
Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat has increased the
Central allocation four-folds.
Rs 10,180.50 Crore Central
fund allocation for the
implementation of Jal Jeevan
Mission in the State during
2021-22. With enhanced
Central allocation and
matching State
share,Rajasthan has no dearth
of funds under Jal Jeevan
Mission for water supply
works. However, the State is
yet to draw the first tranche of
Central allocation due to slow
physical and financial
progress.

In addition to this, in

2021-22, Rs 1,712 Crore has
been allocated to Rajasthan as
15thFinance Commission tied
grant for water & sanitation to
Rural Local Bodies/ PRIs.
There is an assured funding of
Rs 9,032 Crore for the next
five yearsi.e. upto2025-26.

Union Minister, Jal
Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawatwho himself is a
Member of Parliament from
Jodhpur has written to the
Chief Minister of Rajasthan
emphasizing that the work of
providing tap water
connection should start in all
the villages to achieve the
goal in a time-bound manner.
Union Minister had urged the
State to make all out efforts to
receive and utilize the entire
Central grant-in-aid available.

To ensure tap water
reaches every learning centre
which includes schools,
anganwadicentre and
ashramshalas, efforts are
made by every State to make
provision of tap water supply
in these institutions for
drinking, cooking mid-day
meal, washing hands and use
in toilets. As of now, 54,851
(63%) schools, 25,934 (48%)
Anganwadicentre and 18,799

GP and CHCs (62%) in the
State have been provided with
tap water connection. The
State has been requested to
ensure piped water supply to
remaining schools and AWCs
atthe earliest.

With focus on public
health, nation-wide online
Water Quality Management
Information System
(WQMIS) has been launched,
which is in line of Covid-19
testing and reporting system,
by using the reports generated
from water quality testing
through FTKs as well as
laboratories. More than 2,000
water quality testing
laboratories in the country
have been opened to general
public for testing their water
samples at anominal cost.

At the time of
announcement of JJM on 15th
August 2019, out of a total
18.93 Crore rural households,
3.23 Crore rural households
(17%) of the country had tap
water supply. Since then, over
5.11 Crore (26.60%) families
living in rural areas have been
provided with tap water
connections. Now, more than
8.35 Crore (43.44%) rural
households have assured
potable tap water supply in
their homes, improving their
quality of life and enhancing
'‘ease of living'. Covid-19
pandemic and subsequent
disruptions have affected the
implementation of JJM on the
ground but, National Jal
Jeevan Mission is working
closely with States/ UTs to
sustain the momentum to
provide tap water connections
to remaining rural households
in a time-bound manner.
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ZEEL Announces New A-la-Carte Channel & Bouquet
Pricing in Compliance with New Tariff Order (NTO) 2.0

Chennai, October 20,
2021: Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd. (ZEEL), the
leading Indian media and
entertainment powerhouse,
released its new a-la-carte
channel and bouquet pricing
in line with the Bombay High
Court order dated 30.06.2021
with regard to New Tariff
Order (NTO) 2.0, to serve the
diverse entertainment
preferences of the millions of
viewers across India. The said
pricing is being released
without prejudice to ZEEL’s
rights and contentions under
all petitions pending
adjudication before the
Hon’ble Supreme Court w.r.t.
New Tariff Order (NTO) 2.0.

Right since its inception
over nearly three decades,
ZEEL has built a strong and
deep-rooted bond with its
viewers across the country.
ZEE offers the finest variety
of entertainment across
multiple viewer segments and
genres, with the widest
network footprint of 67
channels in 11 languages.
With a pan India network
encompassing a weekly reach
of 606 million viewers and
weekly consumption of 163
billion+ minutes*; it has one
of the highest viewership
bases across Hindi and
regional language markets,
including Marathi, Bangla,
Kannada, Telugu, Tamil,
Malayalam, Bhojpuri, Odia,
Punjabi and English in the
GEC, movies, news, music,

lifestyle and HD genres.

Speaking about the new
channel pricing, Rahul Johri,
President — Business, South
Asia, Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd. said,
“ZEEL’s unparalleled success
is an outcome of its strong
bond with viewers spread
across India and the deep
relationship it has built with
the entire stakeholder
community. These
extraordinary partnerships
have led to our leadership
across multiple markets for
nearly three decades. We will
continue to create value for
the entire ecosystem by
presenting the most
entertaining and highest
quality content, enriching
national and regional
channels and through
innovative solutions for
revenue monetization. We are
confident that post
implementation of NTO 2.0,
ZEE channels will continue
their growth momentum
across markets and create
higher value for the
company.”

Commenting on the
announcement, Atul Das,
Chief Revenue Officer —
Affiliate Sales, said “At
ZEEL, we are committed to
providing the best
entertainment to our
consumers. The new pricing
regime in 2019 brought in a
major shift in the way
television was consumed in
India. On one hand, it brought

in transparency about MRP of
channels, while on the other
hand it offered freedom to
consumers to select channels
they wish to watch. With NTO
2.0, consumers will get even
more flexibility  inselection
of channels. We will continue
to provide multiple bouquets
to consumers across the
country at different price
points. Premium English
channels like Zee Café and
&flix will continue to be
available in a separate
bouquet. Each bouquet
constitutes a mix of channels,
including GEC, movies,
news, music and lifestyle
genres. We look forward to
working with our Distribution
Platform Operators (DPO)
partners for a smooth
transition.”

ZEEL’s expertise in
creating pathbreaking and
entertaining original content
that resonates with millions of
viewers has led to its
compelling leadership. On
average, it produces 419
hours of new content every
week, making it one of the
most invested consumer
brands in India. Gearing up
for the festive season, it has
lined up to launch 40 fiction,
20 non-fiction new shows
across multiple languages.
Having the largest movie
channel portfolio in Hindi,
English, and regional
languages, it will present 40
World Television Premieres
across its channels over the

next few months, making it a
compelling entertainment
option for the millions of
consumers.

Besides holding a strong
position in the Hindi speaking
markets with household
brands like Zee TV, Zee
Cinema, &TV, &pictures and
Zee Anmol; it enjoys long-
standing leadership in Bangla
and Marathi markets with Zee
Bangla and Zee Marathi. It
has a wide presence in the
southern states with Zee
Kannada, Zee Telugu, Zee
Tamil and Zee Keralam and
has further built leadership in
fast-growing language
markets like Bhojpuri,
Punjabi, Odia with Zee
Biskope, Zee Punjabi and Zee
Sarthak, respectively. The
company also has a very
strong movie channel
portfolio, with Zee Cinema,
&Pictures, Zee Bollywood,
Zee Action, Zee Anmol
Cinema and Zee Classic in the
Hindi speaking markets; Zee
Talkies and Zee Chitramandir
in the west; Zee Cinemalu,
Zee Picchar and Zee Thirai in
the south; and Zee Bangla
Cinema and Zee Biskope in
the east. Further, it also offers
a select range of English
movie, entertainment and
lifestyle channel portfolio
including Zee Café, &Flix
and &PriveHD, music and
youth channels Zing, Zest and
20 HD channels offering the
finest viewing experience for
the discerning audience.

Canara Bank launches 'Canara Retail Utsav'

Chennai, October 20,
2021: Canara Bank, India's
3rd largest PSU Bank,
announced launch of its
campaign “Canara Retail
Utsav”. With unparalleled
focus on good customer
service, the Campaign is
launched with a view to bring
happiness to customers'
doorsteps.

Thisfestive season brings
exciting offers for customers

looking to buy Home or Car.

The campaign brings
some exclusive benefits such
as:

O Waiver of
Processing Charges during
the festival Season.

0 Waiver of
documentation charges and
upfront fee.

O Competitive Credit
Score

O Quick sanctions.

J  No Pre-payment
penalty.

With attractive rates of
interest, the Bank has made
dream of owning home and
car, areality. Along with this,
the Bank has removed any
pre-payment penalty charge
and is giving facility of pre-
approved credit card.
Supplementing the need to
focus on digital process as

well, the Bank has also
launched a QR code model,
scanning which the customers
can easily apply online for
loans offollowing categories
and get instant approval:

O Home Loan

1 Carloan

D Education loan
d Gold loan

Personal loan

Ayush Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
inaugurates ‘Ayush Van’ in Gandhidham

Chennai, October 20,
2021: Union Minister of
Ports, Shipping and
Waterways and AYUSH Shri
Sarbananda Sonowal
inaugurated Ayush Van, a
dedicated forest for Ayurvedic
plants in a program held at the
Deendayal Port Trust (DPT)—
Rotary Forest in the city. The
Ayush Van was set up in 30
acres of land allotted by DPT

in green-belt area where tree
plantation is being done to
improve greenery in urban
area and increase density of
tree cover in the Kutch region.
The Union Minister also
planted a sapling to mark the
opening.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Union Minister
appreciated all stakeholders

for developing the Ayush Van
and highlighted the huge
potential and benefits of
medicinal plants of India. The
Minister also shed light on the
works carried out by the
Ministry of Ayush in realising
the potential of India’s
traditional systems of
medicine. “Under the

leadership of PM Shri

Narendra Modi ji, Ayush has
reached the global stage and is
now becoming one of the
major systems of wellbeing
accepted globally.

Member of parliament
from Kachchh Shri Vinod
Chavda, MLA Gandhidham
Smt Malti Maheshwari,
officials and dignitaries were
present on the occasion.

Sarbananda Sonowal lays Foundation Stone for various capacity
augmentation projects at Deendayal Port Kandla, Gujarat

Chennai, October 20,
2021:  Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping & Waterways
and AYUSH Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal laid the Foundation
Stone for various capacity
augmentation projects at
Deendayal Port (DPT) at
Kandla today. These
included:

e 2 Nos. Dome Shaped
Godowns to be constructed
within 12 months which will
increase the covered storage
capacity by 1.45 lakh metric
tonnes at a cost of Rs.36 crore.

e Oil Jetty No.8 at Old
Kandla at a cost of Rs.99
crore, which will be
constructed in 18 months’
time and increase the optimal
capacity of Port by 3.50
MMTPA and reduce the
waiting period turnaround
time of vessels.

e Parking Plaza for
Trucks/Vehicles with
ancillary facilities like
canteen, garage, rest shelter,
etc. being developed for pre-
gate verification of
documents to ease congestion
of vehicles at the gates
corresponding with digital
initiatives like EBS & RFID
being installed at these gates
atacost of Rs.14.59 crores.

¢ Modernization of

existing Pipeline Network, at
a cost of Rs.126.50 crore has
also been taken up for
operational efficiency and to
improve handling capacity of
edible oil and chemicals at the

Port.  The project will
increase the optimal capacity
from 8§ MMTPA to 23.8
MMTPA.

The Minister inspected
the progress of ongoing work
Road-over-bridge at LC-236,
Kandla being executed by
M/s. IPRCL. Incidentally, the
foundation stone of this
prestigious ROB project was
laid by the Prime Minister.
Shri Sonowal also
inaugurated the "Aayush Van"
at DPT’s Rotary Forest for
nurturing various ayurvedic
plants. He inspected tree-
plantation being done on 30

acres of land allotted by DPT
in Green-belt area to improve
greenery in urban area and
density of tree cover in the
Kutch Region.

Shri Sarbananda Sonowal
inspected the Navigational
Channel, Waterfront and Port
Facilities, Railway Sidings
and visited the entire wharf
area upto Cargo Jetty No. 16
in order to have an overview
of the developmental works
taken up by DPT.

The Minister later briefed
the Media about various
development projects being
taken-up by Deendayal Port
Trust in line with Prime
Minister’s vision of GATI
SHAKTTI and National Master
Plan. He emphasized that
DPT will continue to provide

world class infrastructure
facilities for the smooth and
fast evacuation of EXIM
Cargo for the benefit of Port &
Maritime Sector. He also held
meeting with the Trade
Unions operating at DPT and
assured them that all their
genuine demands will be
resolved in a time bound
manner.

Shri Sonowal also visited
KICT Container Terminal at
DPT’s Berth No.11 & 12 and
witnessed the mechanized
handling of containers and
stacking yard. He also visited
MCC, Kandla and inspected
Operational Room and Tower
of VTS-Gulf of Kutch during
his interactive meeting with
the officials of DGLL and
Stakeholders.

During his visit to Salt
Pan Lands, Shri S.K. Mehta,
Chairman, DPT briefed the
Minister on the Salt
Manufacturing process,
which largely contributes to
the salt production in the
country. The Minister also
interacted with local salt pan
labourers “Agariya families”.
He also visited DPT’s Tuna
Satellite Port, and inspected
handling of country made
vessels for export of “Live
Stock™.
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Godrej & Boyce adopts ambitious ESG goals to create value
Focuses on creating a positive impact on people, planet and proﬁts

Chennai, October 20
2021: Godrej & Boyce, the
flagship company of Godrej
Group today announced its
Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) goals
along with the investment
targets for the next 10 years.
Jamshyd NGodrej, Chairman
and Managing Director of
Godrej & Boyce provided a
comprehensive overview of
the company's ESG strategy,
key initiatives, focus areas,
impact and its goals, moving
forward.

Over the last ten years,
Godrej & Boyce has invested
more than I 500 crores
towards its ESG initiatives.
These initiatives are a part of
the company's Good & Green
vision which is aligned to the
UN's Sustainable
Developmental Goals and
was launched by the
organization over a decade
ago.

Jamshyd N Godrej, along
with his team of torchbearers
for Good & Green George
Menezes COO Godrej
Electricals &
Electronics,Kamal Nandi
EVP and Business Head
Godrej Appliances, Tejashree
Joshi Head of Environmental
Sustainability and Ashwini
Deodeshmukh Head of CSR
& Sustainability shared anin-
depth analysis of G&B's ESG
commitments and targets that
are aligned to create a
competitive value for one of
India's leading
conglomerates.

Revealing the company's
commitment towards
sustainability and social
transformation,

Jamshyd N. Godrej said, “We
are pleased with the impact
that we have achieved in our
mission towards sustainable
and inclusive growth. At
Godrej & Boyce, we focus on
four key strategic pillars
employability, innovating for
Good & Green products,
creating a greener India and
creating shared value through
community development.We
are working relentlessly to
contribute towards India's
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) for 2030, while
simultaneously creating value
for our business, the
communities and the planet
through our unique and
scalable initiatives”.

Mr. Godrej further
mentioned, “Together, my
team and [ have set ambitious
goals for ourselves. We are
committed to generate over
1/3rd of our overall revenues
from Good & Green products
by FY22”. Over the last 10
years, Godrej & Boyce has
invested 18cr in their skilling
initiative- Disha and has
observed a social return of 6X.
The company has also
facilitated green building
footprints of 300 million+
square feet and 300+ gold and
platinum rated projects,
including manufacturing
facilities and buildings of
their own.

George Menezes
commented saying, “Godrej
& Boyce has been doubling its
energy productivity through a
holistic energy management
approach by enhancing
operational efficiency and
adopting green technologies
using real-time data and
analytics”.

Kamal Nandifurther
revealed that 54% revenue of
Godrej Appliances comes
from Good & Green Products.
He also shared that the
business uses 50% renewable
energy in its manufacturing
facilities across the country.
They have also collected and
responsibly recycled
39,900MT of e-waste. The
business has also been
supporting India's Covid-19
vaccination drive and has
delivered 25,000 vaccine
refrigerators and freezers in
the last one year.

Commenting on the
environment sustainability
targets and goals of Godrej &
Boyce, Tejashree Joshi
said,“Godrej & Boyce has
been taking various measures
to ensure a greener India and
the results are showing.
Having facilitated over 600
green buildings, it has
achieved 50% reduction of
specific energy and water use,
conserved several acres of
Mangroves in Vikhroli that
has sequestered over 10 lakh
tons of carbon to being water
positive since FY17, the
company has been making
significant strides in creating
value through its environment
sustainability initiatives”.

Aligning the company's
growth with its social impact,
Ashwini Deodeshmukh
shared that creating
employability continues to be
a focus for Godrej & Boyce.
Over the last 10 years, the
Disha initiative has trained
1.6 lac youth across 18 states
and 80 towns and cities.
Through providing
infrastructure interventions
and other such initiatives,

Godrej & Boyce has improved
the quality of education for
over 6800+ children.

Corporate responsibility
and sustainable development
have been the core ethos at
Godrej & Boyce since its
inception the company has
made considerable strides
across all the three pillars of
ESG. The ESG goals have
been set to create a financial
value in a sustainable manner
and with a positive outcome
for the society.

The organization has
always been in the forefront of
rallying for actions to be taken
to curb climate change. A few
recent commitments that have
been taken to this effect are the
EP100, Global Alliance on
Energy Productivity,
Advancing Net Zero Building
with World Green Building
Council, SBTi Science Based
Targets Initiative, EP100 with
the climate group, India
Plastics Pact, Business
Ambition for 1.5 ° degrees
centigrade, Renewable Energy
Demand Enhancement
(REDE) Initiative for
Corporate Buyers in India and
the Mangroves Coalition

The Company's energy
productivity has nearly
doubled in the last 10 years.

YES BANK's social media cybersecurity campaign highlights
the shared roIe I protectmg customer information

Chennai, October 20,
2021: With the world
marking Cybersecurity
Awareness Month this
October, YES BANK kicked
off its cybersecurity campaign
on social media, focusing on
the role the Bank and the
customershare in protecting
digital transactions from
hackers andcybercriminals.

Themed 'AiseSawaal
Hum NahiPoochte', the social
media campaign revolves
around a series of six animated
shorts depicting comical
scenarios where hackers try to
trick consumersinto revealing
personal banking details like
passwords and OTPs:instead
of falling for their schemes -
suspicious calls, SMSes and e-
mails, the customersare
shownas being aware and alert
to these forms of threat to their
online security.As part of the
campaign, a series of
interesting, useful facts was
also rolled out to call the
customer's attention to digita]
s r ity

Opting out of traditional
fear-based communication
where consumersare asked to
constantly watch out and be on
their guard against malicious
cyber activity, the Bank is
taking a fresh and
positiveapproach to portray
the aware customer and
underscore the fact that the
Bank will never ask customers
to share their personal
information.

The campaign is an
extension of the Bank's focus
on cyber safety as its
customers increasingly deal
with fully digital offerings,
conducting most, if not all of
their banking transactions
o n 1 i n e

Commenting on the
campaign, Jasneet Bachal,

Chief Marketing Officer, YES
BANK, said, “In this age of
digitization, banks are
constantly highlighting the
importance of cybersecurity.
The challenge with this
campaign was to find a fresh
concept to advance the
conversation around
security,and to layer it with a
message that is also
empowering for the consumer
and the Bank rather than only
educational. By
highlightingthrough the
campaignthatthe
consumercan tell when their
information is under threat
and respond appropriately, the
Bankhopes to bring
consumers to share the critical
role of protecting their
information and transactions.”

According to McAfee's
'2021 Consumer Security
Mindset Survey', as Indians
are adapting to the rapid
digital shift, they are
increasingly becoming aware
of what their digital footprint
comprises.YES BANK's
campaign focuses on
consumer awareness by
highlighting prevalent
security risks through
everyday scenarios along with
ways to mitigate
them.Throughout the month,
the Bank is also reaching out
to its customers through a
series of
communicationcontaininginf
ormation to help them ward
off security threats effectively.

The campaign garnered a
cumulative reach of more than
4 million, more than 2 million
views across social media
platforms and was appreciated
by consumers for the
ingenuity and freshness of
a ppr o ach

Godrej Interio commits to use
recyclable packaging solutions

Chennai, October 20,
2021: Godrej & Boyce, the
flagship company of the
Godrej Group strengthened
its commitment towards
combating the growing
environmental concern about
plastic pollution. In alignment
with Godrej & Boyce’s ‘India
Plastics Pact’ commitment,
Godrej Interio India’s leading
furniture brand in home and
institutional segments
revealed that it has also
committed to reduce specific
plastic consumption in plastic
packaging by 5% year-on-
year as part of their strategic
initiative ‘Greener India’
under the company-wide
Good & Green initiative.

A first of its kind in Asia,
the ‘India Plastics Pact’ pact is
a joint initiative between CII
and WWF India and has been
established with the goal of
envisioning 'a world where
plastic is valued and does not
pollute the environment.' It

aims to achieve this by
promoting a circular economy
for plastics through a public-
private collaboration that
enables innovative ways to
eliminate, reuse, or recycle
the plastic packaging across
the plastics value chain and
collectively achieve the long-
term targets.

As a part of the extended
producer responsibility
initiative, Godrej & Boyce
recycles 100% of plastic
packaging quantity by
partnering with 3 PROs
(Producer Responsibility
Organizations). Godrej
Interio is aligned with this
initiative which is
administered by the
‘Environmental Engineering
Services’, a department of
Godrej Construction.

Commenting on the
sustainability initiative, Anil
Sain Mathur, COO, Godrej
Interio said, “At Godrej

Interio, our commitment to
reduce plastic consumption is
aligned with Godrej &
Boyce’s ‘Good & Green’
initiative and its commitment
towards ‘India Plastics Pact’
which underscores our deep
and abiding belief that
innovation and sustainability
must go hand-in-hand. We are
proud to be part of a company
that commits to global
initiatives such as India
Plastics Pact and that as
Godrej Interio, we can help
further this commitment thus
helping lead the way on
smarter plastic usage.”

To eliminate the use of
thermocol in its packaging,
Godrej Interio has shifted to a
recyclable, eco-friendly
alternative by using paper
honeycomb boards for
protective packaging. This
packaging material resembles
a honeycomb geometry and
minimizes the amount of
material needed for the

packaging, making it
lightweight and durable. The
paper honeycomb board
provides adequate cushioning
that can help in protecting the
products from potentially
damaging shock, vibration,
and dents during transit. The
paper used for packaging
material is made of 70%
recycled paper and is 100%
recyclable making it an
obvious environment friendly
choice. This honeycomb
packaging has replaced
approximately 100 tons of
thermocol that was used in
packaging.

Godrej Interio is also
taking a proactive initiative to
replace multi-layered plastic
for its mattress packaging. As
a part of the company’s
sustainability initiative,
options like biodegradable
and recyclable packaging
materials (Polyethylene as a
“mono-material” and 60
microns thick) are being used.
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DELHIVERY APPOINTS THREE
NEW INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS

nnai, October 20,
2021. Delhlvery, a leadlng
logistics, and supply chain
services company in India,
announced the appointment
of three new independent
board directors today. The
company welcomes Ms.
KalpanaMorparia,
Mr.RomeshSobti, and
Mr.Saugata Gupta on their
board of directors.

Ms. KalpanaMorpariais
the former Chairman of J. P.
Morgan, South and Southeast
Asia, and the former CEO of
J.P. Morgan India. Prior to
joining J. P. Morgan India,
Ms. Morparia served as Vice-
Chair on the boards of ICICI
Group Companies. She has
been a longstanding
Independent Board Member
of companies like Hindustan
Unilever and Dr.
Reddy'sLaboratories. She

also serves as Independent
Director on the board of Philip
Morris International and has
extensive expertise on
Governance, Audit,
Nomination, and
Compensation Committees.

Mr. RomeshSobti has
been a career banker with 46
years of experience in all three
sectors of banking - public,
foreign, and private. He
served as the Managing
Director & CEO of Indusind
Bank from 2008 to 2020. Prior
to Indusind Bank, Mr.Sobti
was the Executive Vice
President Country Executive,
India and Head, UAE and
Sub-Continent, at ABN
AMRO Bank N.V. He also
serves as a director on several
boards, includingthose of
Aditya Birla Capital Ltd. and
Adani Green Energy Ltd.

Mr. Saugata Gupta

currently serves as the
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of Marico
Limited. A dynamic leader, he
is responsible for driving the
company's growth and
strengthening its presence
both nationally and
internationally. Amongst the
several illustrious awards
through his career, he has also
been recognized as the
BestCEO - Private Sector at
Forbes India Leadership
Awards 2019. Saugata also
serves as an Independent
Director on the board of

Ashok Leyland and is a
member of the Audit
Committee, Nomination and
Remuneration Committee,
and ESG Committee.

Mr. Sri Rajanand Mr.
Deepak Kapoor have been
appointed as Independent
Directors. Mr. Kapoor has
also been appointed as the
Independent Chairman of the
board of Delhivery. The
company is also in
discussions to add another
woman independent director
on the board.

The South India Social and Cultural Academy honored Covid Warriors who did outstanding public

service to the community during the pandemic period, at a function held in Chennai. Former Tamil Nadu

Health Minister and a senior politician Dr H V Hande presented Kalaignar Karunanidhi Award to actress

Sadna Sankar. President of America Tamil Sangam Kalaimamani Prakash M Swamy and poet Sneha

Sharma are in the photo.

Axis AMC and Inversionannounce partnership to raise 3500 cr
buyout fund to invest in underperforming companies

Chennai, October 20,
2021: Axis Asset
Management Company
Limited (“Axis
AMC”),promoted by Axis
Bank (one of India's
fastestgrowing asset
management company)and
Inversion Advisory Services
(“Inversion”), promoted
bytelecommunications
veteran Mr. Akhil Gupta,have
announced that they have
entered into a partnership to
invest in underperforming
companies. They plan to raise
uptoINR 3,500 crore for the
proposednew fund under its
Alternative Investment Fund
registration. They aim to
acquire controlling stake
primarily in pre-stressed,
stressed,distressed and other
underperforming assets.

They also seek to take
advantage of the strong fund
management expertise of
Axis AMC and operational
and turnaround expertise of
Inversion to offer a unique
platform for investors. It will
be a unique first of its kind
offering that will look to take

controlling equity stakes in
underperforming companies
before working with them to
turn them around. It will thus
help such quality companies
with strong performance and
operational capabilities which
may be facing temporary
headwinds owing to special
circumstances including
unsustainable debt, temporary
disruptions, etc. to get on a
credible turnaround path.

The partnership seeks to
help fill the gaping shortage of
high quality equity capital in
the country's stressed
company ecosystem, which
has seen a number of debt
offerings but lacks strong
equity investors with
operational skill set.

Axis AMC (which will be
the Investment Manager of
the fund), with its end-to-end
investment and fund
management credentials, and
Inversion with Mr. Akhil
Gupta's demonstrated
operational and turnaround
experience, are uniquely
suited to launch a special
opportunities fund.The

Investment Manager will
employ a team to evaluate
potential opportunities.
Inversion would provide
management support to
acquired companies with its
team of functional & industry
experts.

On the initiative, Mr.
Chandresh Nigam, MD &
CEO, Axis AMC said,“Axis
AMC has always been at the
forefront of product
innovation and seeking to
offer quality long term
solutions to our investors.
With our entry into the
exciting space of turnaround
investing, we believe we have
created a unique proposition
for investors looking to
participate and benefit from
the India growth story. We are
also extremely excited to
partner with Inversion and
Akhil on this journey their
expertise will be invaluable in
making this a success”.

While Mr.Akhil Gupta,
Chairman, Inversion
AdvisoryServices
commenting on the
partnership with Axis AMC

said, “Inversion is delighted
to partner Axis AMC on this
exciting journey to
turnaround underperforming
assets. The combination is
ideal to not just exploit large
untapped potential in this
space but also serve an
important social purpose in
saving large number of jobs
and capital already invested
by shareholders, lenders and
vendors in such companies”.

Mr. Amitabh Chaudhry,
MD & CEO, Axis Bank said
on the entry into turnaround
space, “it gives me great
pleasure to see Axis AMC
tying up with Inversion group
to tap into the unique
opportunity of turnaround
investing and 1 strongly
believe that together we can
create an offering that can
help investors participate
profitably in this asset class.
The addition of this new
capability will also take us
forward on our path of
creating a market leading
alternatives platform within
the AMC”.

Sri Lanka opens for Indian
tourists from 1st October

Trichy, October 19, 2021:
Effective 1st October, Sri
Lanka has opened its borders
to the world for tourist
arrivals. As per the new
guidelines, the island nation
will now be accepting fully
vaccinated travellers from all
countries including India. All
travellers arriving in Sri
Lanka, who are fully
vaccinated and hold a
negative PCR from point of
origin will not be required to
do PCR test on arrival in
Colombo and can commence
their travel & holiday in Sri
Lanka.To make the most out
of this announcement, Indian
travellers can also avail the
special "buy one and get one
free" offer that was introduced
by SriLankan Airlines last
month. The offer is valid for

all the seating categories and
is applicable on the bookings
made for flights between
India & Colombo for leisure
travel. This offer will be valid
on bookings made until 31st
October 2021 and through
SriLankan Holidays or
SriLankan Airlines website.

This special offer has
been timed with
announcement by the
Government of Sri Lanka to
reopen the island nation in
promoting tourism sector.
Accordingly, Sri Lanka is
welcoming fully vaccinated
Indian tourists including

Covaxin and there will be no
quarantine for travellers. One
just needs to be fully
vaccinated, with the second
shot taken at least 14 days
before the trip. Currently
SriLankan Airlines is flying
from 9 cities in India, which
includes Chennai, Trichy
(Tiruchirappalli), Madurai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Trivandrum, Kochi, New
Delhi and Mumbai. The "buy
one and get one free" is
expected to draw an
impressive number of
travellers from India to Sri
Lanka at a time when global
travel is still restricted. For
more information, please
contact  SriLankan sales
offices in your area or please
visit www.srilankan.com.
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