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Online classes durin

New Delhi: 30 July
2021: To facilitate the
online learning by all
students a comprehensive
initiative called PM
eVIDYAhas been initiated
as part of Atma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan on 17th
May, 2020, which unifies all
efforts related to
digital/online/on-air
education to enable multi-
mode access to education.
The initiative includes:

DIKSHA (one nation,
one digital platform)is the
nation’s digital
infrastructure for providing
quality e-content for school
education in states/UTs and
QR coded Energized
Textbooks for all gradesare
available onit.

One earmarked
SwayamPrabha TV channel
per class from 1 to 12 (one
class, one channel).

Extensive use of Radio,
Community radio and
CBSE Podcast-
ShikshaVani.

Special e-content for
visually and hearing
impaired developed on
Digitally Accessible
Information System
(DAISY) and in sign
language on NIOS website/
YouTube.

All these
schemes/programmes are
available to all the students
across the nation.

In order to promote
online education, UGC has
notified necessary
regulation, which facilitates
the Universities to offer full-
fledged Online Program.
Further, the current
provisions of 20 per cent
Online courses in a
programme, as per
provisions of UGC
SWAYAM and ODL
Regulations to be enhanced
up to maximum 40 per cent
for implementation
considering “National
interest during COVID-19”
and also to ensure effective
utilization of e-resources.

What is
PM eVidya
Programme?
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Various digital
initiatives are also
undertaken by Ministry of
education viz. SWAYAM
("Study Webs of Active-
Learning for Young
Aspiring Minds"),
SWAYAM Prabha, National
Digital Library (NDL),
Virtual Lab, e-Yantra,
NEAT (National Education
Alliance for technology),

FOSSEE (Free Open-
Source Software for
Education) etc to ensure
quality education to the
students.

This information was
given by the Union Minister
of Education, Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the Rajya
Sabha today.

Route of National Waterway-1

New Delhi: 30 July
2021: The Sultanganj-
Kahalgaon stretch of NW-1
passes through Vikramshila
Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary
(VGDS).

Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAI) is
developing the Haldia-
Varanasi stretch of National
Waterway-1 through the Jal
Marg Vikas Project (JMVP),
with the technical assistance
and investment support of
the World Bank.

In order to ensure safe
navigational activities and
to ensure Environmental
and Social Safeguard, IWAI
carried out a comprehensive
Environmental and Social

Impact Assessment (ESIA)
study on NW-1 including the
stretch falling within
VGDS. The Environment
Impact Assessment (EIA)
reports include the impact
assessment with reference to
the Gangetic Dolphins and
Vikramshila Gangetic
Dolphin Sanctuary,
Bhagalpur also. The report
recommended mitigation/
safeguard measures (at
Annexure) for safe
navigational activities in
NW-1 including VGDS and
other aquatic animals
protected areas.

Mitigation/ safeguard
measures for safe
navigational activities in
NW-1 including dolphins

and other aquatic animals
protected areas.

Vessel speed would be
restricted to 2.7 knots in
Vikramshila Gangetic
Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS)
area to reduce the noise
generation from propeller.
Restricting speed of vessels
in sanctuary area can
maintain noise levels lower
than tolerance levels of
dolphins, thus minimizing
impact of noise on dolphins.

Vessels would be fitted
with propeller guards and
dolphin deflectors to
minimize dolphin accidents.

Usage of non-toxic and
non TBT containing anti-
fouling paints for painting

vessel.

Barge/vessel movement
would be restricted to the
designated route only to
minimize disturbance of
aquatic life.

If any aquatic
mammal/dolphin is spotted,
then the measures will be
taken to push it away
through sirens/signals.

All waste from vessels
shall be discharged at
designated terminals/vessel
repair facility only.

This information was
given by Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal in a written reply in
Lok Sabha today.

Steps taken by the Government to
provide digital training of teachers

New Delhi: 30 July
2021: The Department of
School Education and
Literacy has launched an
initiative to improve
learning outcomes at the
Elementary level through an
Integrated face-to-face
Teacher Training
Programme called

NISHTHA - National
Initiative for School Heads’
and Teachers’ Holistic
Advancement under the
Centrally Sponsored
Scheme of Samagra Shiksha
inAugust2019.

Due to COVID-19
challenges and in order to

provide continuous
professional development
opportunities to the teachers
at the elementary level, this
Department has launched
NISHTHA online using
DIKSHA platform in
October 2020. Around 24
lakh teachers have
completed NISHTHA

online training at
elementary level till June,
2021.

This information was
given by the Union Minister
of Education, Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the Rajya
Sabha today.

Voltas and Voltas Beko announce

excltmg

Chennai, 30 July, 2
Voltas, India's undisputed
leader in Cooling Products,
and the No. 1 AC brand,
from the house of the
Tata's, announced
lucrative monsoon season
offers on its portfolio of
Cooling Products and
Home Appliances for its
PAN India customers. The
offers will be available
until mid-September, and
can be availed through in-
store purchases.

Under these offers,
consumers can buy ACs
with 0% Consumer
Finance through NBFCs
along with Lifetime
Inverter Compressor
Warranty and 5-year
comprehensive warranty.

On all Air Conditioners,
Air Coolers, and Home
Appliances Voltas is
running the zero down
payment scheme where
customers do not have to
pay any down payment
while opting for the
product in easy EMIs. Not
only that, within this
scheme the customers can
avail different tenure for
EMIs for its entire range of
Voltas Air Conditioners &
Air Coolers and Voltas
Beko Home Appliances.
Moreover, an Easy EMI
option is also available on
Voltas Commercial
Refrigeration Products and
Air Purifiers. Voltas has
partnered for the Easy EMI
programmes with all
leading NBFCs.

Additionally, the
products can also be
bought with attractive
cashback offers of up to
15% through credit cards
of leading banks on all Air
Conditioners and Home
Appliances. Further,
customers can avail for No
Cost EMI up to 9 months
on Air Conditioners, and
up to 12 months on
Appliances, and No Cost
EMI up to 6 Months tenure
on All Air Coolers, through
credit cards.

Commenting on the
announcement, Mr.
Pradeep Bakshi, MD &
CEO, Voltas Limited said,
“Due to the hybrid
working model, the
demand is returning back

offers for the monsoon season

this year, as consumers are
seeking cooling products
and home appliances that
offer them cooling,
convenience and comfort.
These offers for the
monsoon season have been
introduced keeping in
mind affordability, as well
as ease of purchase for our
customers. We have
partnered with leading
financial institutions for
facilitating easy EMI
programmes for our range
of products, as well as
credit card cashback
offers. We believe these
offers will enable
customers to invest in
upgrading their cooling
products and home
appliances with no
financial burden”.

Innovative Degree Programme for Civil Service
Aspirants Introduced at BS Abdur Rahman
Crescent Institute of Science and Technology

Chennai, 30th July 2021:
B.S. Abdur Rahman Crescent
Institute of Science and
Technology announced the
introduction of the B.A.
Public Policy programme, a
new educational program
today. B.A. Public Policy
programme is one that is
oriented towards students
who want to obtain a degree as
well as prepare for the civil
services by the time they
graduate. It offers a new way
for students who have
finished their schooling to
start their preparation in
becoming a bureaucrat. The
B.A. Public Policy
programme aims to bridge the
gap between a degree and the
extra time taken to prepare for

the Civil Services
Examination.
Present on this

momentous occasion were the
dignitaries from B.S. Abdur
Rahman Crescent Institute of
Science and Technology; Dr.
Peer Mohamed, Vice-
Chancellor; Dr.A.Azad,
Registrar; Dr. Raja Hussain,
Additional Registrar and

Mr.Ilanchezhian, Former
Asst. Commandant (CRPF)
and Programme  Director,
Public Policy. They would be
accompanied by honorable
guests Dr. Santhosh Babu,
IAS (Retd.) (1995 Batch);
Mr.V.Kamaraja, IPS (Retd.)
(1987 Batch) as well as Mr.
Shashikanth Senthil, IAS
(Retd.) (2009 Batch).

“Becoming an IAS officer
is the dream of many a young
Indian, and the sooner you
make it, the more years you
will have in the service of our
Nation. B.S.A. Crescent's
B.A. Public Policy
programme is so beautifully
crafted, adhering to the
demands of UPSC,”
expressed Dr. Santhosh Babu,
IAS, on learning of the course.
“In order to pursue this, B.A.
(Public Policy) is a natural
choice for you. If you have a
dream of becoming an IAS
officer at 22 years of age, then
your preparation should start
immediately after Class 12.

Some of the features and
benefits of the B.A. Public
Policy programme include.

Mentoring by serving and
retired IAS/IPS/IFS officers
as well as officers from the

federal, state and local
governments helps the
students share the same
perspective as that of a
seasoned civil servant. The
inclusion of NCC in the
curriculum will serve to fan
the flames of patriotism as
well as inculcate discipline in
the students that will help
them further their ambitions.
The B.A. Public Policy
programme aims to provide
students with the

transformative opportunity to
gain academic knowledge and
the analytical skills that are
the hallmark of every public
servant. We hope to help our
students inculcate a
multifaceted approach to
handling the increasingly
complex challenges facing
our nation through the
program.

The application process
for the B.A. Public Policy
programme is already
ongoing at B.S. Abdur
Rahman Crescent Institute of
Science and Technology.

Innovative Degree Programme for Civil Service
Aspirants Introduced at BS Abdur Rahman
Crescent Institute of Science and Technology

New Delhi, 30 July 2021:
The COVID-19 epidemic has
temporarily affected various
sectors including Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises in the country.
Economic activity contracted
due to the strict lockdown
measures imposed by the
Government. This contraction
has also had impact on the
MSME sector.

Studies have been
conducted by National Small
Industries Corporation
(NSIC) and Khadi and Village
Industries Commission
(KVIC) to assess the impact
of COVID-19 Pandemic on
MSMEs including units set up
under Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP).

The main findings of the
online study conducted by
NSIC to wunderstand the
operational capabilities and
difficulties faced by the
beneficiaries of NSIC
schemes amid Covid-19
pandemic are as follows:

91% MSMESs were found
to be functional.

Five most critical
problems faced by MSMEs
were identified as Liquidity
(55% units), Fresh Orders
(17% units), Labour (9%
units), Logistics (12% units)

Expenditure on NW1
Development Project

New Delhi, 30 July 2021:
Studies related fo environmental
social impact evaluation and
market development strategy
have been conducted for
National Waterway-1. These
include Environment & Social
Impact Assessment (ESA) and
formulation of Environment
Mana%ement Plan (EMP) and a
Resettlement Action Plan (RAP)
as part of the overall capacity
augmentation on NW-1. These
studies were done in association
with reputed agencies and were
completed in2016.

(b) The total expenditure
incurred under Capacity
Augmentation of the National
Waterway-1 (Jal Marg Vikas)
Project as on 30th June, 2021 is
Rs. 1885.98 crore.

(¢) For Capacity
Augmentation of the Natlonal
Waterway-1 (Haldia-Varanasi
stretch), technical assistance and
financial support of International
Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD)/ The
World Bank has been taken.

(d) The loan agreement has
been signed between
Government of India and
International Bank for
Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD)/ The
World Bank. The conditions of
the said loan/ assistance are as

and availability of Raw
Material (8% units.)

The findings of the study
conducted by KVIC are as
under:

i. 88% of the
beneficiaries of PMEGP
scheme reported that they
were negatively affected due
to Covid-19 while the
remaining 12% stated that
they were benefitted during
Covid-19 Pandemic.

ii. Among the 88% who
were affected, 57% stated that
their units were shut down for
some time during this period,
while 30% reported drop in
production and revenue.

iii. Among the 12% who
had benefitted, 65% stated
that their business increased
as they had units in retail and
health sector and around 25%
stated that their units
benefitted as they were
dealing with essential
commodities or services.

iv.  On the question of
regular payment of salaries to
the employees, around
46.60% respondents stated
that they had paid the salaries
in full, 42.54% reported to
have partially paid and
10.86% reported to have not
paid salary for some time
during this period.

follow:-

As per the loan agreemen
the amount of USD 375,000,00
was agreed to lend to ‘assist i
financing the project.

The front-end fee payabl
shall be equal to one quarter o
one percent (0.25%) of loa
amount.

Commitment charges sha
be equal to one quarter of on
percent (0.25%) per annum o
the unwithdrawn loan balance.

at a rate equal to the referenc
rate for the loan currency plus th
variable spread provided
However, the interest payabl
shall in no event be less than zer
percent per annum.

Payment dates are January
and July 1 each year.

The principal payment dat
is beginning from July 1, 2024 t
January 1, 2034 with a
instalment share of 5 percent.

The loan amount has bee
revised to USD 317,220,00
after cancelling of USI
57,780,000 in September, 2020.

This information was give
bz Union Minister for Ports
Shipping and Waterways Shi
Sargananda Sonowal in a writte
reply in Lok Sabha today.

V. Majority of the
beneficiaries expressed the
need for additional financial
support, relaxation of waiver
of interest and marketing
support for their products.

The Ministry of MSME
implements various schemes
and programmes for growth
and development of MSME
Sector in the country. These
schemes and programmes
include Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
programme (PMEGP),
Scheme of Fund for
Regeneration of Traditional
Industries (SFURTI), A
Scheme for Promoting
Innovation, Rural Industry &
Entrepreneurship (ASPIRE),
Interest Subvention Scheme
for Incremental Credit to
MSMEs, Credit Guarantee
Scheme for Micro and Small
Enterprises, Micro and Small
Enterprises Cluster
Development Programme
(MSE-CDP), Credit Linked
Capital Subsidy and
Technology Upgradation
Scheme (CLCS-TUS).

Post Covid-19,

Government has taken a
number of initiatives under
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan to support the
MSME Sector in the country
especially in Covid-19
pandemic. Some of them are:

Mohan Raman becomes

i) Rs 20,000 crore
Subordinate Debt for
MSMEs.

ii) Rs. 3 lakh crores
Collateral free Automatic
Loans for business, including
MSME:s.

iii) Rs. 50,000 crore
equity infusion through
MSME Fund of Funds.

iv) New revised criteria
for classification of MSMEs.

v)  New Registration of
MSMEs through 'Udyam
Registration' for Ease of
Doing Business.

vi) No global tenders for
procurement up to Rs. 200
crores, this will help MSME.

An online Portal
“Champions” has been
launched on 01.06.2020 by
Hon’ble Prime Minister. This
covers many aspects of e-
governance including
grievance redressal and
handholding of MSMEs.
Through the portal, total
35,983 grievances have been
redressed upto 25.07.2021.

This information was
given by Union Minister for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Shri Narayan
Rane in a written reply in Lok
Sabha today.

93rd President of Rotary

Club of Madras.Actor Mohan Raman has taken over as the
President of the 3rd oldest Rotary Club in India , The
Rotary Club of Madras . He has been a member of the Club
since 2003. Mohan , who writes and speaks on the History of
Tamil Cinema was also the Editor of the Club Magazine. It
is a matter of interest that his late father , the famous Senior
Advocate V. P. Raman was also a member of the Club and

its Secretary too.
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