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Union WCD Minister, Smt Smriti Irani Launches

24/7 Helpline for Women Affected

New Delhi: 28 July 2021:
With the objective of further
improving safety and security
of women across the nation
and in line with Union
Government’s efforts towards
overall betterment of women,
the Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development, Smt Smriti
Zubin Irani today inaugurated
the National Commission for
Women’s 24/7 helpline
number - 7827170170. The
helpline aims to provide 24/7
online support to women
affected by violence through
referral by linking them with
appropriate authorities such
as police, hospitals, District
Legal Service Authority,
psychological services etc.

Inaugurating the helpline
virtually, Union WCD
Minister Smt. Irani
congratulated the NCW for
this initiative and lauded the
new helpline. She said that
this digital helpline gives a
message to women that
whenever they are in need,
their government and their
Commission will stand by
them. She also congratulated
the entire NCW team for the
“stupendous” efforts for
helping women especially
during the pandemic. She said
that the partnership between
NCW and WCD goes a long
way in ensuring a seamless
intervention to help women in
distress.

Speaking on the occasion,
NCW Chairperson Ms. Rekha
Sharma said that the helpline

Sl Hekhi Nharmi

strengthens the commissions
existing complaint
mechanism and the helpline
will enable women in need of
support and counseling to get
help in time. She said “We are
always inspired by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
who is tirelessly working for
the betterment of women.
From women empowerment
to women-led empowerment,
we have seen many changes in
his able leadership which
inspires us to do better.

The objective of the
Helpline is to provide 24-hour
complaints and counseling
services to women affected by
violence by linking them with
appropriate authorities such
as police, hospitals, District
Legal Service Authority
psychological services and
providing information about
women related government
programmes across the
country through a single
uniform number. The helpline
will function with a team of
trained experts. Any girl or
woman aged 18 years and

\

above can seek help by calling
on this Helpline which will be
operated from the premises of
the National Commission for
Women, New Delhi.

NCW under its statutory
mandate has been looking into
complaints under various
categories of
violence/deprivation of
women rights from across the
country. These complaints are
received in writing or online
through its website i.e.,
www.ncw.nic.in. The
Commission processes
complaints to facilitate in
providing adequate and
expeditious relief to women
ensuring suitable redressal of
grievances. In order to
strengthen and expand the
complaint platform, the
Commission took the
initiative to start this Digital
Helpline. This helpline
service has been developed in
collaboration with Digital
India Corporation, Ministry
of Electronics and
Information Technology.

by Violence

NCW accords utmost
priority to safety of women.
Keeping in line with its
initiatives for aggrieved
women, the Commission has
started this new helpline to
facilitate integrated range of
services for women affected
by violence under one roof
such as help from police,
psycho-social counselling
and access to One Stop
Centres among other services.
The helpline will be
functional round-the-clock to
facilitate help on issues
related to violence against
women.

The Union Minister for
Women and Child
Development, Smt Smriti
Zubin Irani inaugurated the
24/7 helpline number
virtually along with Secretary,
WCD, Shri Indevar Pandey
and NCW Chairperson Ms.
Rekha Sharma in the presence
of Members of the
Commission and Shri Vinay
Thakur, Senior Director
(Research), Digital India
Corporation.

Seamless online billing and digital
payment of bills for consumers

New Delhi, 28 July 2021:
As per Para 8.4.3 of Tariff
Policy 2016 “the Appropriate
Commission may provide
incentives to encourage
metering and billing based on
metered tariffs, particularly
for consumer categories that
are presently unmetered to a
large extent. The metered
tariffs and the incentives
should be given wide
publicity. Smart meters have
the advantages of remote
metering and billing,
implementation of peak and
off-peak tariff and demand
side management through
demand response. These
would become essential in
future for load-generation
balancing due to increasing
penetration of intermittent

type of generation like wind
and solar power.

Appropriate Commission
shall, therefore, mandate
smart meters for:

(i) Consumers with
monthly consumption of 500
units and more at the earliest
butnotlaterthan31.12.2017

(ii) Consumers with
monthly consumption above
200 unitsby 31.12.2019”.

The aims and objectives
of installing Smart Meters are
to help consumers in seamless
online billing process &
digital payment of bills;
having access to real time
tracking of electricity usage;
helping consumers track their
consumption patterns and

adopt more energy-efficient
behaviours and appliances;
offering them an option to
pre-pay for electricity based
on their requirements and thus
be in control of their total
energy spends; enable time of
day metering and thus,
playing a pivotal role in the
integration of renewable
power; helping DISCOMs
function remotely by
eliminating manual
collections and reduced
AT&C losses.

Under National Smart
Grid Mission (NSGM), 7.23
lakh smart meters have been
sanctioned. State-
wise/project-wise details are
as under: Chandigarh (Sub
Division 5 Project) — 29500

installation is in progress and
is scheduled to be completed
by March 2022. Chandigarh
(Complete City Project) —
184000 scheduled to be
completed by March 2022.

Jharkhand (Ranchi City
Project) — 360000 tendering is
in process and is scheduled to
be completed by March 2024.

Rajasthan (6 towns
Integrated Project) — 150000
installation is in progress and
is scheduled to be completed
by March 2022.

This information was
given by Union Minister for
Power and New and
Renewable Energy, Shri R.K.
Singh in a written reply in
Rajya Sabha today.

Measures Adopted To Reduce Pollution during Coal
Transportation & To Check lllegal Mining of Coal

Chennai, July 28, 2021:
Coal mining operations have
some impact on environment in
terms of change in land use
pattern, dust, air, water and
noise pollution. It is mandatory
for all projects of CIL to get the
Environmental Management
Plan (EMP) approved by the
competent authority before
commencing the mining
operations. A detailed
Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) is carried out
for each project considering pre
and post mining conditions for
preparing EMPs which are
discussed in detail by the
Environmental Appraisal
Committee (EAC) of experts
under MoEF&CC. On the basis
of the discussions, EAC
recommends the case and
accordingly Environment
Clearance (EC) is granted by
the MoEF&CC. While granting
EC, MoEF&CC stipulates
conditions/ mitigation
measures for implementing the
EMPs which have to be
complied with by the project
proponents. On obtaining EC,

the project proponent also
secures Consent to Establish
(CTE) and Consent to Operate
(CTO) under the provisions of
Water and Air Acts from the
concerned State Pollution
Control Boards (SPCB).
During the course of
implementation of the project,
the compliance of the
conditions laid in the EC is
being monitored through
regional offices of MOEF&CC,
SPCBs and internally by coal
companies. Measurements of
pollutant levels for coal mines
as enumerated in GSR 742 (E)
dated 25.09.2000 is
implemented and the report so
generated is sent to regional
offices of MoEF&CC and
SPCB. Further, Ministry of
Railways has issued
guidelines/directions to all
Zonal Railways in April 2018,
for action to be taken with
regard to handling of pollution
intensive commodities at
sidings and goods sheds in
accordance with the provisions
of State Pollution Control
Board.

The following control
measures adopted by CIL for
Air Pollution caused due to
transportation of Coal:

Low capacity tippers (10-
12 Tonne) are progressively
being replaced by large tippers
(35 tonne) to reduce the number
of trips resulting in reduction in
air pollution levels.

Roads are black-topped,
coal carrying trucks are
optimally loaded and covered
with tarpaulin.

Mobile water sprinklers are
deployed along the haul roads;

Projects have started
implementing effective
methods for dust control on
roads by deploying Road
sweeping machines. Wheel
washing is also being
progressively implemented in
mines.

Quantum of coal
transported by conveyors as
part of First Mile Connectivity
(FMC) projects to siding is
being continuously increased to

minimise generation of dust due
to road transportation.

Tree plantation:

Plantation on inactive OB
Dumps is done to minimize soil
erosion;

Tree Plantation is done
around the source of air
pollution like mine,
infrastructure and roads to
reduce air pollution;

Green belt has been
provided around the mine as
well as residential colony for
noise attenuation;

Keeping above objectives
in view, extensive tree
plantation programme is
undertaken every year by the
coal companies. CIL has
planted more than 94 lakh of
saplings over an area of about
3,873 Ha in inside mine lease
area and around 7.13 lakh
saplings over an area of about
500 Ha in outside mine lease
area during last five years i.e.
from FY 2016-17 to FY 2020-
21.

Housing Provisions to Tran

Chennai July 28, 2021:
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment is formulating
ascheme for the welfare of the
Transgender persons wherein
setting up of shelter homes for
destitute and needy
Transgender Persons is
included as one of the
components.

Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment has
initiated 12 pilot shelter
homes and provided financial
assistance to community
based organizations (CBOs)
for setting up of these shelter
homes 'Garima Greh' for
Transgender persons. These

pilot shelter homes are in
States of Maharashtra, Delhi,
West Bengal, Rajasthan,
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Tamil
Nadu and Odisha. The main
aim of these shelter homes is
to provide safe and secure
shelter to Transgender
persons in need. These shelter
homes would provide basic
amenities like food, medical
care, recreational facilities
and also conduct capacity-
building/skill development
programmes for Transgender
persons.

This Ministry is not
implementing any Pension
scheme. However, the

RE= ~.

Ministry of Rural
Development implements the
National Social Assistance
Programme (NSAP) in which
3,384 Transgender are being
provided monthly pension.

sgender Persons

This information was given
by The Minister of State for
Social Justice and
Empowerment shri A.
Narayanswamy in the
Loksabha in a written reply.

Status of medicinal plants conservation
and development areas

New Delhi, 28 July 2021:
The National Medicinal Plants
Board (NMPB), Ministry of
AYUSH is implementing a
“Central Sector Scheme on
Conservation, Development
and Sustainable Management
of Medicinal Plants” since
2014-15. Under this scheme,
the National Medicinal Plants

Board has provided project
based support to establish
Twenty Four (24) Medicinal
Plants Conservation and
Development Areas
(MPCDAs) in seven states. An
amount of Rs. 940 Lacs was
sanctioned and Rs. 635.99 Lacs
released for establishing above
mentioned Medicinal Plants

Conservation and Development
Areas (MPCDAS).

The role of Medicinal
Plants Conservation and
Development Areas
(MPCDAs) is in-situ
conservation/protection of
medicinal plants in their natural
habitats. The long term benefit

of MPCDAs is also to generate
livelihood for Local/Tribal
communities through
sustainable utilization.

This information was given
by Minister of State for Ayush
Shri Mahendrabhai Munjapara
in a written reply in Rajya
Sabhatoday.

Initiative to popularise the treatment of
various diseases through AYUSH system

New Delhi, 28 July 2021:
The Ministry of AYUSH under
its Central Sector Scheme for
promotion of International
Cooperation, undertakes
various initiatives for
international promotion,
propagation & Global
acceptability of AYUSH
systems of medicine such as
Bilateral & Multilateral
negotiations with different
countries to undertake various
steps for trade facilitation,
recognition to Ayush System,
establishing a dedicated
AYUSH Export Promotion
Council (AEPC) to promote
export of Ayush products/
Medicines/Services, support to
Industry & Hospitals for
participation in International
Exhibitions, deputation of
experts to various countries
establishing quality standards
by collaborating with
International Agencies like
WHO, ISO etc., encouraging
outbound investment,
establishing International
Ayush Institutes, offering
scholarship to foreign nationals
for pursuing Ayush courses in
Indiaetc.

The Government has
developed Champion Services
Sector Scheme for Medical

value Travel to enhance
medical tourism in the field of
Ayush and to provide support
establishing world class state of
the art AYUSH hospitals. The
Govt. has also formed a
National Medical & Wellness
Tourism Board to boost
Medical, Wellness, Yoga and
Ayurveda tourism. The
Government of India is aiming
to position India as a destination
for health and wellness tourism
through Ayush System.

Govt of India has taken
various policy initiatives to
promote Indian Traditional
System of Medicine such as
launching of National AYUSH
Mission (NAM) to envisage
better access to AYUSH
services through increase in the
number of AYUSH Hospitals
and Dispensaries, inclusion of
Ayush in National Programme
for Prevention and Control of
Cancer, Diabetes, Cardio-
vascular diseases and Stroke
(NPCDCS), operationalization
of 12,500 AYUSH Health and
Wellness Centres under
Ayushman Bharat to provide
AYUSH services, introducing
insurance coverage for Ayush
treatments, disseminating the
merits of AYUSH systems
through Print/Electronic/Social

Media Platforms.
AYURSWASTHYA YOJANA,
a new umbrella scheme has
been developed to roll out of
authentic classical AYUSH
Interventions for promoting
community health care and to

The

provide support for
establishment of Ayush medical
health unit in reputed Ayush and

Allopathy institutions.

This information was given
by Minister of State for Ayush
Shri Mahendrabhai Munjapara
in a written reply in Rajya
Sabha today.

| Fire Service conducted Fire and First Aid Classes

Chennai, July 28,2021: North Chennai Fire Service conducted Fire and First Aid Classes on 22.07.2021 in the presence of
K. Rajesh Kannan, Dist. Fire Officer, Siva Baskaran, Asst. Dist. Fire Officer. Other station Officers and Volunteers also
participated. M.D.Elangovan, Retd., Tahsildar conducted First Aid Session.
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