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33,764 Km Natural Gas Pipeline Network authorized to create
a national gas grid for availability of natural gas across the country

New Delhi: 27 July 2021:
As on 31.03.2021, Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB) has
authorized approximately
33,764 Km Natural Gas
Pipeline Network across the
country with the aim to create
a national gas grid and
increase the availability of
natural gas across the country.
The authorized Natural Gas
pipeline entity is allowed to
lay spurlines as per the
provision of the regulations.
Accordingly, 19,998 km of
Natural Gas pipeline
(including sub-transmission
pipeline & tie in connectivity
pipeline) are operational and
15,369 km are under various
stages of construction. The
existing and upcoming
pipelines will form a basic
National Gas Grid in the
country. However, expansion
of pipeline infrastructure is a
continuous effort based on gas
demand assessment of
various regions.

Government has taken a
series of decisions to promote
use of Clean Energy:

Development of City Gas
Distribution (CGD) networks
supports the availability and
accessibility of natural gas in
form of Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) to households,
industrial uses and
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) for transportation
uses. PNGRB grants
authorization to the entities
for developing of CGD

network in Geographical
Areas (GAs) as per PNGRB
Act, 2006. PNGRB identifies
GAs for authorizing the
development of CGD
network in synchronization
with the development of
natural gas pipeline
connectivity and natural gas
availability. So far 232 GAs
have been authorized for
development of CGD
network across country up to
10th CGD Bidding Round
covering more than 400
districts in the country in 27
States/Union Territories
(UTs), which covers around
71% of India’s population and
53% of its area. PNGRB
webhosted public notice
dated 04.02.2020 wherein a
tentative list of 44 identified
GAs to be covered under
upcoming 11th CGD bidding
round has been prepared.

With the aim to promote
and sustain an efficient and
robust gas market and to
foster gas trading in the
country, PNGRB has granted
authorization to Indian Gas
Exchange Limited on
02.12.2020, to set up and
operate Gas Exchange.

Furthermore, in order to
make natural gas affordable in
far flung areas, PNGRB has
notified Unified Tariff
Regulations on 23.11.2020 by
way of Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board
(Determination of Natural
Gas Pipeline Tariff) Second
Amendment Regulations,

2020.

To reduce fuel emissions
by increasing the share of
LNG in India's energy mix
and to promote the usage of
cleaner fuels in the future,
PNGRB has allowed any
entity to establish and operate
LNG Stations in any GA or
anywhere else in the country
for dispensing LNG in liquid
state, only to the transport
sector.

In order to increase
competition in CGD areas,
PNGRB has notified Guiding
Principles for declaring City
or Local Natural Gas
Distribution Networks as
common carrier or contact
carrier Regulations to provide
non- discriminatory open
access to third party entities.

Further, an initiative,
Sustainable Alternative
Towards Affordable
Transportation (SATAT) was
launched on 1st October 2018
aiming to establish an
ecosystem for production of
Compressed Bio Gas (CBG)
from various waste/ biomass
sources in the country. SATAT
has envisaged developing
5000 CBG plants with total
CBG production capacity of
15 Million Metric TonnePer
Annum (MMTPA). Under
SATAT, Indian Oil
Corporation Limited, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Limited, Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation
Limited, Gail (India) Limited

and Indraprastha Gas Limited
have invited Expression of
interest (Eol) from potential
entrepreneurs to procure CBG
at an assured price. In
response of Eol invited, Oil
PSUs have issued 479 Letters
of Intent (Lols) till January
2020. At present, 2 CBG
plants located at Pune and
Kolhapur are operational and
their produced CBG is being
sold in Auto sector since
September 2019

Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
has approved VGF for
Jagdishpur-Haldia/Bokaro-
Dhamra Natural Gas Pipeline
(JHBDPL) Projects and North
East Gas Grid (NEGGQG)
project. CCEA in its meeting
held on 21st September 2016
has approved 40% Capital
Grant i.eRs 5,176 crore of the
estimated capital cost of Rs
12,940 crore(including
inflation and interest during
construction) by GOI to
GAIL(India) Limited for
execution of Jagdishpur-
Haldia/Bokaro-Dhamra
Natural Gas Pipeline
(JHBDPL) Projects. As on
May, 2021, Government has
released Rs. 4486.748 crore to
GAIL under this scheme.

This information was
given by the Minister of State
for Petroleum and Natural
Gas Shri Rameswar Teli in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha
today.

Launch of Khadi Natural Paint

New Delhi, 27 July
2021: Khadi Prakratik
Paint has been developed
from cow dung by
Kumarappa National
Handmade Paper Institute
(KNHPI), Jaipur, a unit of
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC). The
Study conducted by KNHPI
emphasize that Khadi
Prakratik paint is eco-
friendly and cost effective.

The Khadi Prakratik
Paint developed by KNHPI
has been tested at National
Test House, Ghaziabad
(Govt. of India), National

Removal of

New Delhi, 27 July 2021:
The Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India vide its order dated
15.12.2016 and 30.11.2017 in
Civil Appeal Nos 12164-
12166 of 2016 (State of Tamil
Nadu and Ors. Vs K. Balu &
Anr.) has issued directions
regarding stopping the grant
of licenses for sale of liquor
along national and state
highways and over a distance
of 500 metres from the outer
edge of the national or state
highways or of a service lane
along the highway. In the case
of areas under jurisdiction of
in local bodies with a
population of 20,000 people
or less, the distance of 500
metres is reduced to 220
metres.

Test House, Mumbai (Govt.
of India) ‘and Shri Ram
Institute of Industrial
Research, Delhi (An ISO
certified test lab) and
satisfies the parameters
required for paint.

Use of cow dung for
Khadi Prakratik Paint will
promote local
manufacturing, create
sustainable employment and
generate additional revenue
for farmers and cow shelter
homes, besides generating
employment for the rural
economy.

As per the orders of
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This information was
given by Union Minister for

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Shri Narayan

A A

Rane in a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha.

Liquor Shops anng Natlnal I-_hghways

Hon’ble Supreme Court, the
Ministry has requested all the
State Governments and UTs,
from time to time, to take
necessary action for
implementation of the
order(s) of Hon’ble Supreme
Court. Further, Section 185 of
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
provides for punishment of
imprisonment or fine or both
for the offence of drunken
driving cases. Besides, the
Ministry undertakes
campaigns through print and
electronic media to spread
awareness about dangers of
drunken driving.

The Ministry deals with
the matters related to
development of National

Highways and providing
access to properties situated
along the National Highways.
It has no control on the usage
of and business run in these
properties located beyond the
Right of Way (ROW) of

National Highways.
Government does not collect

data on removal of liquor
shops as this is a state subject.

This information was
given by the Union Minister
for Road Transport and
Highways, Shri NitinGadkari
in a written reply in the Rajya
Sabha.

Indira IVF achieves 83000 successful IVF
pregnancies ahead of World IVF Day - a first in India

Chennai, July 27, 2021:
India's largest infertility
treatments chain, Indira IVF,
has completed 85,000
successful IVF pregnancies,
becoming the first in India to
achieve the key milestone.
Driven by the grit of its medical
experts, embryologists, and
technological proficiency, the
single specialty chain
announces this achievement
ahead of World IVF Day,
observed on July 25 each year.

A cognisant leader, Indira
IVF, has worked tirelessly to
dispel the stigma associated
with infertility. The
organisation has held over 2100
awareness camps in more than
700 cities to normalise

discussions on the topic. In
India, the onus for the inability
to conceive 1is
disproportionately placed on
women while research as
shown that infertility can be
traced to both female and male
partners; many even resort to
unscientific methods to have a
child.

Indira IVF has 96 centres
across the country with a major
presence in tier II and tier III
cities, which provides an
accessible solution to infertility,
even in the most remote
locations. The market leader is
focussed on delivering
affordable quality treatment to
couples that face complications
to conceive naturally. Indira

IVF's high success rate and
patient centricity has made it a
trusted partner for people who
aspire to become parents.

Speaking on the milestone,
Dr Kshitiz Murdia CEO & Co-
Founder of Indira IVF, said, “It
brings us immense happiness to
see the positive impact we have
been able to deliver to our
patients. When we started off,
we wanted to change the lens
with which infertility is
perceived within the society,
and we are thrilled that more
people are looking at medical
solutions for infertility. This
milestone is also a testament
that even in the face of the
pandemic, our patients put their

trust in us to ensure their safety
during treatment.”

“The occasion of World
IVF Day denotes a remarkable
date in the history of
reproductive technology; the
first IVF baby was born on this
date 43 years ago in 1978. We
have now come a long way.
Technological interventions
such as the introduction of
artificial intelligence and
automation into the fold is
expected to greatly impact the
success of IVF treatments. We
are excited to play our little part
in this greater cause and assist
those who dream of
parenthood,” he added.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Minister of State
L Murugan praise Tamil Nadu's first auto ambulance service

Chennai July 27, 2021:
The auto ambulance service
initiative of Radhika Shastry
of Nilgiri district found a
mention in Prime Minister’s
monthly radio broadcast,
“Mann Ki Baat” today.
During the programme, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said,
“Radhika Shastry has started
the AmbuRx (Amburex)
Project. The purpose of this
project is to provide easy
transport for the treatment of
patients in hilly areas.
Radhika runs a cafe in
Coonoor. She raised funds for
AmbuRx from her cafe
colleagues. Today six
AmbuRx are serving in the
Nilgiri hills and are coming to
the aid of patients in remote
parts during the time of
emergency. An AmbuRx is
equipped with a Stretcher,
Oxygen Cylinder, First Aid
Box and other things.”
Following the
acknowledgement of the
Prime Minister, Minister of
State for Information and
Broadcasting L Murugan
spoke to Smt. Radhika
Shastry over the phone and
congratulated her. Later, in a
tweet, Shri Murugan said this
compassionate gesture by her
in Nilgiris will motivate
others and also improve
health facilities in the
region.As the Central and
State Governments are taking
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innumerable active measures
in the fight against the global
pandemic, the first auto
ambulance service initiative
that was launched in the
Nilgiri district of Tamil Nadu
has received wide
appreciation from the public.
This project which has been
introduced in collaboration
with various organisations
houses all medical facilities
including oxygen.This auto
ambulance has been designed
in such a way as to reach hilly
areas where the normal
Government-run ambulances
are unable to reach. With the
ability to travel across narrow
path and aid the sick people to
get timely treatment, this new
service is indeed a blessing in
disguise. Smt. Radhika
Shastry said she initiated this

project with an intention to
serve the community in any
possible way. At present six

auto ambulances are plying in
Coonoor, Kothagiri and
Udhagamandalam, she added.

Various Steps taken by Government to
Increase Availability of Iron and Steel

New Delhi, 27 July 2021:
Steel is a de-regulated sector.
Commercial decisions such as
production, export/import are
taken by the steel companies.
However, the Government has
taken various steps to increase
availability of iron and steel,
which, inter-alia, include

Mining and Mineral Policy
reforms to ensure enhanced
production and availability of
iron ore, early
operationalization of forfeited
working mines of Odisha by the
State/Central PSUs etc., besides
ramping up production and
capacity utilization by steel

producers. In Union Budget
2021-22, Customs Duty has
been reduced uniformly to 7.5%
on Semis, Flat and Long
products of non-alloy, alloy and
stainless steels. Further, BCD
on steel scrap has been
exempted for a period up to
March 31, 2022. In addition to

the above, ADD and CVD on
certain steel products have also
been revoked/ temporarily
revoked.

This information was given
by the Union Minister for Steel
Shri Ram Chandra Prasad
Singh in a written reply in the
Lok Sabhatoday.

Raymond Pledges To Donate A Million Garments
To Lesser Privileged Sections Of The Society

Chennai, July 27, 2021:
India's leading fabric and
apparel manufacturer and
retailer, Raymond launched
its social initiative in
association with Goonj
known as 'Look good, do
good'. This one of its kind
garment exchange program
focusing on 'dignity of work'
will be rolled out in Raymond
stores across 600+ towns
across India as well as online
on www.myraymond.com.
Due to the ongoing pandemic,
consumers can also book an
appointment to get their old
clothes picked up and avail
tailoring service appointment

through Raymond Home
Assist, which enables them to
get their shirts and trousers
tailored in the comfort of their
home or book an appointment
atthe store.

Anyone can donate their
old garments and avail free
tailoring services for
Raymond fabrics or gift
vouchers that can be
redeemed online or through
any of the participating
Raymond stores for Raymond
Ready to wear. Additionally
consumers who seek
personalization can also
redeem the voucher at
Raymond Made to Measure

stores.

Celebrating this unique
initiative, S. Ganeshkumar,
COO- Lifestyle Business,
Raymond Ltd. said, “At
Raymond, we believe that
initiative is even more
significant amidst the
pandemic. The aim is to
encourage consumers to do
their bit of helping the less
privileged while looking
good. Through this initiative,
we aim to reach a large
number of customers and
encourage them to participate
in this garment exchange
program and contribute by
donating their old clothes.

With an exchange of 1.5 Lakh
garments and a redemption
rate of 73% seen last year, we
are certain that this year will
see a great success rate as
well.”

Raymond has pledged to
donate over a million
garments through Goonj an
NGO that utilizes urban
discard as a tool to alleviate
poverty and enhance the
dignity of the underprivileged
people of the world. This
social initiative will give
much needed impetus to the
Tailoring community that was
adversely impacted due to the
onset of Covid.

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance posts strong growth
in performance and profitability in first quarter

Chennai, July 27, 2021:
ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance has registered a
strong growth in new
business and profitability in
Q1-FY2022 on the back of
innovative products, strong
distribution network, robust
technology architecture and
superior customer service.
Significantly, the Company
has also become the overall
market leader in terms of new
business sum assured with a
share of 14.7% during this
quarter.

The Company posted a
strong growth of 78% in its
Value of New Business
(VNB) to " 358 crore, which
is the appropriate measure of
profitability of a life

insurance company. The
Company's new business
received premium too grew
by 71% to * 2,559 crore as
compared to the same period
last year, which highlights
the strong growth in business.

Mr. Amit Palta, Chief
Distribution Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance,
said, “These are extremely
challenging times and our
focus during this period has
been to stand by our
customers in their hour of
need. In this context, true to
our purpose, we have been
settling genuine claims with
utmost sensitivity and speed.
Overall, for the last 20 years
we have been at the forefront
of living up to the customer's

trust and providing financial
security to customers and
their families.

In Q1-FY2022, our VNB
grew by 78% and new
business premium grew by
71% pointing to both
profitability and
performance. Significantly,
we have also become the
overall market leader in
terms of new business sum
assured with a share of
14.7%. Equity Assets under
Management too grew by
31% and now stand atover * 1
lakh crore. This all-round
growth signifies to us the
trust reposed in us by our
customers. We strongly
believe we have earned the

trust of our customers
through our ability to settle
claims expeditiously.

In the first quarter, we
settled higher Covid-19
related claims due to the
surge during the second
wave. We have also set aside
an additional sum of around *
500 crore to settle future
Covid-19 related claims. At
an overall level we have
settled claims totalling °
2,278 crore. Our solvency
ratio of 194%, which is well
above the regulatory
requirement of 150%,
showcases our ability to
honour the claims received
from customers.

Owned & Pubilshed by R.SATHYANARAYANAN from No.11, South Perumal Koil Street, Vadapalani, Chennai - 26, and printed by him at chennai offset Printers No.19/1, 21/2, Kitabath Khan Bhandur street,
Ellis Road, Chennai-2, Editor: R.SATHYANARAYANAN, Email: hellomadrasdaily@gmail.com. Contact: 8148231942. Subject to Chennai Court Jurisdiction




