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Whether future waves will affect children more or
with increased severity are all speculations - Dr. Praveen Kumar

Chennai, July 22, 2021:
Dr. Praveen Kumar, Director,
Department of Pediatrics,
Lady Hardinge Medical
College, New Delhi talks
about various issues including
impact of COVID-19 on
children, the need to protect
them, and vaccinating
pregnant women and lactating
mothers.

How has the pandemic
affected children's mental and
physical health? What needs
to be done to reduce its long-
term impact?

Pandemic can have a
severe effect on children’s
mental and physical health.
They are confined at home for
more than a year. Moreover,
illnesses in the family, wage
losses for parents have
increased stress. Children
may express psychological
distress (sadness) by acting
out in a different way each
child behaves differently.
Some may become silent
while others may express
anger and hyperactivity.

Caregivers need to be
patient with children and
understand their emotions.
Look for signs of stress in
young children, which could
be excessive worry or
sadness, unhealthy eating or
sleeping habits, and difficulty
with attention and
concentration. Families also
need to support children to

cope with stress and also allay
their anxiety.

Do you think the future
waves can affect children
more severely? How does the
country need to prepare for
any future wave of COVID-
19 with respect to providing
quality care to pediatric
patients?

As we all know, COVID-
19 is a new virus that has
potential to mutate. Whether
the future waves will affect
children more or with
increased severity are
speculations. People
speculate that future waves
may affect children more as
most of the adults will be
vaccinated in the next few
months while we do not have
any approved vaccine for
children at this point in time.

Though we don’t know
how the virus is going to
behave and affect children in
the future, we need to protect
our children from the
contagion. Adults in the house
should follow COVID-
Appropriate Behavior, and
limit their social engagements
to reduce the chances of
infection as they may carry
and transmit the infection to
others. Besides, all the adults
should take vaccines, which
will also protect the children
to a great extent.

And now vaccine is

available for pregnant women
and lactating mothers. This
will give a certain degree of
protection to the growing
foetus and new-born against
the deadly infection.

How has the second wave
of COVID-19 affected
children?

Second wave has affected
children equally. COVID-19
is a new virus and it affects all
age groups because we do not
have natural immunity
against this virus. As per the
NCDC/IDSP dashboard,
approximately 12% of
infected COVID was
contributed by patients less
than 20 years of age.

Recent surveys have
shown similar seropositivity
in children and adults.
However, due to a larger
number of people affected
during second wave number
of infected children were also
more as compared to the first
wave. So far, the mortality
rate in children is lower as
compared to adults and is
usually seen in children with
comorbidities.

What were the challenges
that you faced in treating
pediatric patients, especially
those who required
hospitalisation?

Largely we were able to
manage children well by
increasing number of

dedicated beds for COVID
infected children. However,
during peak of second wave
we faced some challenges as
many of senior doctors,
resident doctors, staff nurses
became positive. We also
faced challenges in
accommodating all referrals
during peak of second wave.

What is MIS-C? Please
elaborate on the condition, the
challenges that you face while
treating an MIS-C case? If
you think parents need to be
aware of'it? Its treatment

The multisystem
inflammatory syndrome
(MIS) is a new syndrome seen
in children and adolescents
(0-19 years of age). Most
patients report it two to six
weeks after the peak of
COVID--19 infections in the
affected population.

Three types of clinical
course are described:
Persistent fever with Raised
Inflammatory parameters,
Classical Kawasaki Disease
like presentation and Shock,
LV dysfunction with the
inotropic requirement. For
establishing the diagnosis of
MIS-C, advanced
investigations are required.
All suspected cases should be
referred and managed in a
tertiary care hospital with
HDU/ICU facility. If
identified early, all these cases
canbe treated.

ICICI Bank and HPCL launch 'ICICI Bank HPCL
Super Saver' co-branded Credit Card

Chennai, July 22, 2021:
Mumbai: ICICI Bank today
announced the launch of a co-
branded credit card with
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited (HPCL)
to enable users to get benefits
and reward points of using
multiple credit cards in one.
Named, 'ICICI Bank HPCL
Super Saver Credit Card',
the card offers best-in-class
rewards and benefits to
customers on their everyday
spends on fuel as well as other
categories including
electricity and mobile,
departmental stores like Big
Bazaar and D-Mart, and e-
commerce portals, among
others. Powered by VISA, the
card is unique among its peers

which typically offer benefits
on only one category of
spends.

Speaking on the launch, Mr.
Sudipta Roy, Head
Unsecured Assets, ICICI
Bank said, “We at ICICI
Bank constantly strive to offer
innovative propositions that
address the growing and
changing needs of customers.
We are delighted to partner
with HPCL to launch the
'ICICI Bank HPCL Super
Saver Credit Card'. Typically,
similar credit cards offer
accelerated benefits on spends
in one category. This card
breaks that barrier as it
enables customers to save on
every transaction that they
make. This truly makes the
card a 'super star' of savings.

We believe that this card will
empower customers to save
more while enjoying the
convenience of digital
payments.”

HPCL Executive Director -
Retail, Shri S K Suri, said
“HPCL is very happy to
partner with ICICI Bank to
launch 'ICICI Bank HPCL
Super Saver Credit Card' with
unique offerings and rewards
to enhance customer
experience. This credit card
will help in promoting the
digital payment ecosystem at
retail outlets and meet the
expectations of the customers
with its innovative offerings.
The customer will also get
additional loyalty points
when they use this card on our
HP Pay App.”

Customers can apply for the
'ICICI Bank HPCL Super
Saver Credit Card' through the
Bank's internet banking
platform or the mobile
banking app, iMobile Pay.
They get a digital card in a
100% contactless and
paperless manner. The
physical card is also sent to
the customer by ICICI Bank
within a few days. Further,
customers can manage their
transaction setting and credit
limit conveniently on iMobile
Pay app.

Additionally, they can
upgrade their existing ICICI
Bank credit card to 'ICICI
Bank HPCL Super Saver
Credit Card' using iMobile
Pay and internet banking.

Honda 2Wheelers India Inaugurates
BigWing Topline in Chennai

Chennai, July 22, 2021:
Honda Motorcycle & Scooter
India Pvt. Ltd. (HMSI) today
elevated the #GoRidin spirit
with the inauguration of
premium big bike business
vertical - the Honda BigWing
Topline in Chennai (Address:
No. 372, Anna Salai, Mount
Road, Saidapet, Chennai-
600015)

Speaking on the

inauguration of BigWing
Topline in Chennai, Mr.
Yadvinder Singh Guleria,
Director — Sales & Marketing,
Honda Motorcycle & Scooter
India Pvt. Ltd. said “Our focus
is on expansion of Honda
BigWing (Honda’s exclusive
premium motorcycle
network) to deliver a truly
differentiated immersive
experience closer to customer.

Today, we are delighted to
inaugurate Honda BigWing
Topline in Chennai. Through
this new premium outlet, we
aim to take Honda’s fun
motorcycles closer to
customers in Chennai and
bring to them our entire range
of premium motorcycles.”

Noteworthy, the
differentiated Silver Wings
expanded from its first

Gurgaon showroom
inaugurated in ending of
FY’20 to now over 50
BigWing dealerships across
both BigWing Topline (for
entire premium motorcycle
range from 300cc to 1800cc)
and BigWing (exclusively for
mid-size motorcycle
segment) retail formats
throughout the country.
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Vice President lauds 14 engineering colleges
for offering courses in regional languages

Chennai, July 22, 2021:
Lauding the move of 14
engineering colleges across
eight States to offer courses in
regional languages, the Vice
President, Shri M. Venkaiah
Naidu has urged more
educational institutions,
particularly those imparting
technical and professional
studies to follow suit.

He affirmed that
providing courses in the
regional languages will serve
as a boon to the students.
Expressing his fervent desire,
Shri Naidu said, "It is my
desire to see the day when all
vocational and professional
courses like engineering,
medicine and law are taught in
mother languages."

In a Facebook post titled
‘Engineering courses in
mother language—A step in
the right direction', posted in
11 Indian languages today, the
Vice President expressed his
happiness over the decision of
the All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE) to permit B. Tech
programmes in 11 native
languages—Hindi, Marathi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Gujarati, Malayalam,
Bengali, Assamese, Punjabi
and Odia. He also welcomed
the decision of 14 engineering
colleges across eight states for
offering regional languages in
select branches from the new
academic year. He said, "I
strongly believe that it is a
step in the right direction."

Referring to the benefits
of learning in the mother

tongue, the Vice President
said it enhances one's
grasping and comprehension
levels. "To understand a
subject in another language,
one has to first learn and
master that language, which
needs a lot of effort. However,
this is not the case while
learning in one’s mother
tongue," he added.

Highlighting our
country's rich linguistic and
cultural heritage, the Vice
President said that India is
home to hundreds of
languages and thousands of
dialects. He said, "Our
linguistic diversity is one of
the cornerstones of our rich
cultural heritage."
Emphasizing on the
significance of mother
language, Shri Naidu said,
"Our mother language or our
native language is very
special to us, as we share an
umbilical cord relationship
withit."

Citing a UN report that
one language in the world
becomes extinct every two
weeks, Shri Naidu expressed
his concern that 196 Indian
languages in India are
endangered. He said, "There
is a need for adopting a
multipronged approach to
protect our native languages
and promote learning in the
mother tongue." Shri Naidu
called upon people to learn as
many languages as they can.
He said that proficiency in
different languages would
provide an edge in today's
interconnected world. "With
every language we learn, we

deepen our connection with
another culture," he added.

Appreciating the steps
taken by the government to
protect languages, the Vice
President pointed out that
New Education Policy
encourages imparting
education, wherever possible
in mother tongue/local
language/regional
language/home language at
least till Class 5 and
preferably till Class 8 and
beyond. He said that many
studies across the world have
established that teaching in
the mother tongue in the
initial stages of education
boosts a child’s self-esteem
and enhances his or her
creativity.

Shri Naidu also
appreciated the Scheme for
Protection and Preservation

of Endangered Languages
(SPPEL) under the Ministry
of Education for documenting
and archiving languages that
have become endangered or
are likely to be endangered in
the near future.

The Vice President said
that the government alone
could not bring about the
desired change. He said,
"People’s participation to
protect our beautiful
languages is critical to
strengthen this thread of
connectivity for our future
generations." Noting the
hesitancy amongst people to
communicate in their mother
tongue, Shri Naidu urged
people to speak in their
mother tongue not only at
home but wherever possible.
He said, "Languages thrive
and survive only when used
extensively."

The Singapore Tourism Board, in partnership with Voot Kids,

presents “Chhota Bheem Adventures in Singapore”

TN,

Mumbai, 22" July, 2021:
The Singapore Tourism Board
(STB) has joined hands with
Voot Kids and Green Gold
Animation to take Indian
audiences on a virtual
adventure in Singapore with
the
character, Chhota Bheem.
Titled 'Chhota Bheem

Adventures in Singapore', the

iconic Indian comic

series brings the destination
closer to audiences in an
innovative format and
engages families and children
across India, who are on
summer school vacation or
studying from home, in a bid
tokeep safe indoors.

In an endeavor to deliver
engaging and entertaining
content for its young users,
VOOT Kids
fortifying its rich content slate

has been

with international premium
animated legends and home-
grown desi superheroes. The
partnership with the STB and
Green Gold Animation
further strengthens its content
library as India's one-stop
destination for favorite
characters. Starting 17" July,
the mini-series entertains
children across India in three
languages English, Hindi and
Tamil.

The web-series also marks the
11" anniversary of the much-
loved personality Bheem. To
commemorate this occasion,
Chhota Bheem and friends
celebrate his birthday in
Singapore and embark on fun
and exciting activities. Each
episode takes the viewer
through different experiences

in Singapore, from action and

adventure to shopping and
food, all from the comfort of
their homes.

Speaking about this unique
partnership, GB Srithar,
Regional Director, India,
Middle East & South Asia
(IMESA),
Tourism Board, said, “For

Singapore

us, this project is all about
putting happy smiles on the
faces of children and families
across India, under these
stressful times. Chhota Bheem
and friends are well-loved
characters who bring much
cheer, hope, and optimism to
STB is
pleased to present the 7
“Gift of
Smiles” to the Indian
We hope the

episodes will entertain

Indian audiences.

episodes as our

audiences.

families and allow them to
experience a slice of
Singapore virtually, as they
keep safe at home."”

the
collaboration, Ashutosh
Parekh, Vice President and
Head of Content Voot Kids
said , “ At Voot Kids, our

mainstay is to provide

Speaking on

meaningful screen time

pivoting around fun learn
and entertainment which is
age appropriate and 100 %
safe. This is fueled by one of
the largest content libraries in
the genre that is truly multi
format spanning across top
kids' franchises from all over
the world, making it truly a
house full of toons. Made
locally and loved globally,
Chhota Bheem is one of the
most watched character since
the day we launched VOOT
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Kids.
packed with specially created
to add

diversity to our content slate.

This mini-series is

app-i-sodes

As market leaders we thrive
on content curation and
creation with the consumer at
the centre of everything we do.
This was the right time to
bring delight our young
subscribers and their families
who have enjoyed our app
indoors, and now will
magically be transported to
Singapore with never seen
before stories of Bheem,
without leaving the safety of
their home,
Voot Kids.”
Elaborating on the alliance,
Rajiv Chilaka, Founder &
CEO, Green Gold
Animation said, “My biggest

exclusively on

endeavour is to push the
envelope with Chhota Bheem
as an animated character that
has millions of fans world
over. New stories and new
setting always add to Bheem
adventurous streak and we are
thrilled to partner with
Singapore Tourism board to
take it to the next level with
Voot Kids as the exclusive
home of the mini-series
Chhota Bheem and friends
Adventures in Singapore”.

Adding more, he says, “STB

LAY

allowed us to bring out our

best animation capabilities
and Voot Kids pushed the
envelope for creative
exploration and the sharp kid
centric insights for us to
create stories that will make
children chuckle. The best
minds in the business worked
on this project with a
phenomenal vision in these
unprecedented times and I am
really excited with the final
Voot Kids

pathbreaking platform to

cut. is a
emerge as best in the business
and rewritten content rules
for kids digital platform and
we are hopeful that its
subscribers will enjoy this
fascinating mini-series that
stars every kid's favourite
toon Bheem set in every kid's
favourite destination
Singapore”.

filled vgith VJiVid visuals,
spectacular settings, loads of
laughter and several twists,
the animated mini-series is
uniquely punctuated with the
sunshine spirit of locals and
Singapore's recognizable
landmarks with Chhota
Bheem's trademark wit,
valour and willingness to
always make his little fans

happy.
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