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Bengaluru S&T (BeST) cluster and Bangalore Chamber of
Industry and Commerce (BCIC) sign MoUs Move to strengthen
technology development ecosystem in Karnataka

New Delhi, August 20
2021: The Bangalore
Chamber of Industry and
Commerce (BCIC) and the
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) — on behalf of the
Bengaluru S&T (BeST)
cluster entered into an MoU to
foster collaboration and
support the activities of BeST
on 18th August 2021.

“The MoU brings
together the R&D strengths of
the Bangalore S&T Cluster
with the expertise and
experience of the Industries
through BCIC, to set up a
robust and vibrant
innovation-driven technology
development ecosystem,”
remarked Prof. K
VijayRaghavan, PSA to Gol
onthe MoU signing.

Registrar of IISc on
behalf of Bangalore STI City
Cluster along with Prof
Ambarish signing MoU with
Shri Parasuraman, President
Bangalore chambers of
commerce in presence of Dr
Sapna Poti, Director Strategic
Alliances, Office of Principal
Scientific Adviser to Gol.

BeSTisan initiative of the
Prime Minister’s Science,
Technology & Innovation

Advisory Council (PM-
STIAC) launched with
support from the Office of the
Principal Scientific Adviser
(PSA) to the Government of
India, to enable R&D of key
national missions and solve
problems for the Indian and
global industry. BeST is one
of several national science
and technology clusters being
established in the country, to
ensure better synergy between
academic institutions,
national and state research
laboratories, and other
stakeholders like relevant
ministries, industry partners,
start-ups, MSMEs, state
governments, philanthropic
foundations, and international
organisations. Currently
supported by IISc, BeST is
soon to be formalised as an
independent entity.

BCIC, set up in 1976, is
the apex Chamber of Industry
and Commerce, representing
large and medium industries
in the state of Karnataka. Mr.
T R Parasuraman, President,
BCIC said, “This MoU
between BCIC and IISc (on
behalf of BeST cluster) will
be a huge gateway to promote
innovation and research
among industries and will

deepen industry’s
contribution in the country’s
national missions.” The
Chamber represents all
segments of the industry
including manufacturing,
aerospace, IT, biotech,
pharma, engineering,
garments, food processing,
steel, and services.

BCIC has partnered with
BeST to identify
opportunities to collaborate
on new projects in diverse
fields, promote academic and
R&D partnerships, and
exchange information and
technology expertise. BCIC
will also support BeST in
connecting with corporate
partners and encouraging
collaborative projects

between academia and
industry and raising visibility
for activities undertaken by
BeST. Prof Ambarish Ghosh,
Professor in the Centre for

Nano Science and
Engineering (CeNSE), IISc,
and the co-Principal
Investigator of BeST
expressed his pleasure on the
signing and noted “[entering]
into this partnership with
BCIC [for] this important
initiative, can have a great
impact on the S&T ecosystem
in the city [Bengaluru],” says
Ambarish Ghosh. The
partnership is also expected to
spur training programmes,
webinars, lectures, and
educational courses to cater to
diverse stakeholders.

Aakash Educational Services Limited Announces
India’s Largest All-India NEET Mock

Chennai, August 20 2021:
Aakash Educational Services
Limited (AESL),the national
leader in test preparatory
services along with BYJU’S,
the leader in digital learning
have announced India’s
largest ALL-India NEET
Mock Test 2021 which will be
conducted online on August
22, 29 and September 05,
2021. The registration for the
mock test is open and is free of
cost. NEET aspirants who
wish to register for the mock
test, can do so by clicking on
t h e
linkhttps://aakashdigital.com
/mock/neet-test

To gain maximum
confidence about the
preparedness for one of the
toughest entrance exams, the
online mock test has been
prepared keeping in line the
revised NEET pattern. Each
paper will be of 3 hours thus
providing aspirants a real feel
of the examination.The test
papers have been planned by
experienced Aakash experts
and participating students will
get an All-India Rank to
benchmark their
performances against all the
aspirants across the country.
Post announcement of the
results, an advanced
analytical report will be

provided by the Aakash
teamto help NEET aspirants
identify their weak areas
which require attention.After
the examination, the students
will also get access to an in-
depth video solution of the
test papers which will help
them develop a holistic
understanding of the concepts
and theories.

Commenting onAll India
Mock Test for NEET 2021,
Aakash Chaudhry, Managing
Director, Aakash Educational
Services Limited (AESL)
said,“Honoring our
commitment to the ‘students
first’ approach, we are

Test 2021

conducting India’s largest
online All-India NEET Mock
Test 2021. To courage more
student participation for
fulfilling their dreams, we
have kept the registration free
of cost. It is essential for
aspirants to control their
nerves during the final
examination. The mock test
will only provide students a
real-time NEET 2021 testing
experience which will help
them accelerate their
preparation and work on areas
which require immediate
consideration. It will also aid
them in keeping the anxieties
and stress at bay.”

Piyush Goyal chairs the “5th meeting

of BRICS Industry Ministers”

New Delhi, August 20
2021: Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry,
Consumer Affairs, Food &
Public Distribution and
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal
today chaired the “ 5th
meeting of BRICS Industry
Ministers” Meeting under the
Chairship of India. The
Industry Ministers of BRICS
Countries (Brazil, Russia,
China and South Africa) H.E.
Mr. Xiao Yaqing Minister of
Industry & IT of the People’s
Republic of China, H.E. Mr.
Ebrahim Patel, Minister of
Trade, Industry &
Competition of the Republic
of South Africa, HE. Mr.
Carlos Da Costa, Deputy
Minister, Ministry of
Economy, Government of
Federative Republic of Brazil
and H.E. Mr. Denis Manturov,
Minister of Industry and
Trade of the Russian
Federation and delegates
attended the virtual meeting.

India chose the theme of
BRICS@15: Intra BRICS
Cooperation for Continuity,
Consolidation and Consensus
for its Chairship, this year.

In the 5th Meeting of
BRICS Industry Ministers
held on 18th August 2021, the
Joint Declaration was
adopted.

India’s efforts of
channelizing technology
towards good and smart
governance thus increasing
transparency and
accountability, were
highlighted. India has
developed a vibrant and
dynamic start-up ecosystem,
leveraged existing platforms
and digital technologies such
as Aadhar and UPI payments
for ensuring delivery of
critical services to the last
mile. Online systems like
COWIN and digital
vaccination certificates are
being cited as success stories
across the world today.

Ministers recognized the
unprecedented impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic
particularly in the fields of
trade and industry. They
complimented all the COVID
warriors, our doctors, nurses,
paramedical staff and
scientists, across all the
BRICS countries, for their
selfless and tireless efforts in
saving our lives.

They appreciated the need
for adopting the emerging
new technologies in a swiftly
changing world and
recognized this as an
important tool for
modernization and
transformation of industry,
promotion of inclusive

i

economic growth, thus
helping BRICS national
economies to meet the
Sustainable Development
Goals.

They agreed on the need
to build human resources in
line with the changing
requirements accelerated by
the new emerging technology
to promote training and skills
development of the related
workforce and businesses
through workshops, seminars,
and exchange programs.

They reiterated their
commitment to make efforts
to foster open, fair, and non-
discriminatory trade
environment, ensure greater
participation in global value
chains, promote digital
inclusion, assess the
implications, and encourage
the progressive, safe,
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equitable, and sustainable use
of disruptive technologies for
advancing growth.

They expressed their
intention to collaborate with
the New Development Bank
(NDB). India expressed the
desire to expand the horizon
of NDB and resources be
utilized for strengthening of
social infrastructure besides
promotion of Industrial
sector.

The meeting concluded
with the BRICS Industry
Ministers reaffirming their
commitment to work together
as a group, complement
strengths of each other, share
best practices and learn from
weaknesses, and move ahead
in a positive and constructive
manner to achieve the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

Ministry of Tourism Signs MOUs with Make MyTrip(India) Private
Limited and Ibibo Group Private Limited to strengthen hospitality and
tourism industry in the country especially in pandemic times

New Delhi, August 20
2021:  Ministry of Tourism
in its ongoing efforts to
strengthen the Hospitality &
Tourism Industry especially
in the times of the pandemic,
has signed the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with
MakeMyTrip (India) Private
Limited and Ibibo Group
Private Limited on
17.08.2021. Ministry of
Tourism has already signed
MoUs with Easy my Trip,
Clear trip and Yatra.com.

The primary objective of
this MoU is to provide an
extensive visibility to
accommodation units, which
have self-certified themselves
on SAATHI (System for
Assessment, Awareness &
Training for the Hospitality
Industry) on the OTA
platform. The MoU also
outlines both parties to
encourage Units to register on

New Delhi, August 20 2021:

NIDHI and thereby on
SAATHI and encourage local
tourism Industry with
appropriate safeguards for
curbing spread of COVID-19.
The idea is also to gather more
information on
accommodation units in order
to gain actionable insights &
designing evidence based &
targeted policy measures and
to promote safe, honourable
and sustainable tourism.

The event was organized
under the arrangement
between Ministry of Tourism
and Quality Council of India
(QCI) for implementing
measures for strengthening
the Indian Hospitality &
Tourism Industry.

The signing MoU was
done in the presence of Shri
Rakesh Kumar Verma, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of
Tourism, Shri Sanjay Singh,
Deputy Director General

(H&R), Ministry of Tourism,
Dr. A Raj, Senior Director,
QCI, Shri Mohit Singh,
Deputy Director, QCI, Dr.
Mahavir Prasad Tiwari,
Deputy Director, QCI, Shri.
Abhishek Logani, Chief
Business Officer-Hotels,
MakeMyTrip (India) Private
Limited & Ibibo Group
Private Limited and Shri.
Venkatesh Ramakrishna, SVP
— Corporate Affairs,
MakeMyTrip (India) Private
Limited & Ibibo Group
Private Limited.

anniversary at Rashtrapati Bhavan today (August 19, 2021).
officials of Rashtrapati Bhavan paid floral tributes in front of the portrait of Dr
Shanker Dayal Sharma.

YES BANK among 100 Best Emerqing Market
Performers,according to V.E, part of Moody's ESG Solutions

Chennai, August 20,
2021: YES BANK is among
the 100 Best Emerging
Market Performers as
assessed by V.E, part of
Moody’s ESG Solutions.
The ranking, as of July 2021,
comprises the top 100
performing companies
listed in developing markets
with the most advanced
scores in social
responsibility, human rights,
employment practices,
environmental protection,
corporate governance,
business ethics and
contributions to social and
economic development in
areas where they operate.

YES BANK continues
to be the only Indian Bank in
the ranking. It was first
included in the V.E ranking
from December 2017-June
2019 period.

The top performers are
based on V.E’s Equitics®
Emerging Markets
Universe, which covers 843
companies from 31
countries. The companies
shortlisted for the review are

listed in 17 countries and
cover 22 sectors. V.E
assesses the performance of
companies according to the
Equitics® methodology,
which is based on 38 ESG
criteria and nearly 330
indicators broadly
categorized under six key
areas of environment,
human rights, human
resources, community
involvement, business
behaviour and corporate
governance. The
composition of this ranking
is updated by V.E annually
inJuly.

Commenting on the
achievement, Niranjan
Banodkar, Chief Financial
Officer, YES BANK, said,
“We are pleased to regain
our position on V.E’s
prestigious ‘Best Emerging
Market Performers’ ranking.
It is a testament to the
significant steps taken by the
Bank towards strengthening
its governance frameworks,
sharpenening its focus on
climate, environmental and
socioeconomic
performance, and making

comprehensive disclosures
on how it is focusing on
building a responsible,
resilient franchise aimed at
creating sustainable value
for all its stakeholders.”

YES BANK has taken
significant steps to integrate
ESG considerations into its
business strategy. The Bank
has voluntarily adopted an
Environment and Social
Policy to address potential
ecological and social risks
associated with its lending
activities. It has instituted an
ISO 14001:2015 certified
Environmental
Management System to
address the impact of its
operations, while also
adopting an ESG-linked
Supplier Code of Conduct to
integrate sustainability into
its supply chain.

Committed to climate
goals, the Bank has taken
definitive action towards
measuring its financed
emissions and aligning its
electricity portfolio with
global decarbonization
pathways and achieving a

The Ministry of Tourism
and MakeMyTrip (India)
Private Limited & Ibibo
Group Private Limited will
endeavour to take necessary
steps to encourage and
promote strategic and
technical co-operation in the
Indian hospitality & tourism
sector for overall benefit in
the identified areas through
the MoU. It is expected, that,
in the future more OTAs will
come forward for signing
such MOUs in order to
strengthen the Hospitality &
Tourism Industry of India.

_'.
The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, paid
homage to Dr Shanker Dayal Sharma, former President of India, on his birth

The President and

5% reduction in the carbon
emission intensity of its
operations in FY21 over the
year before. It was rated ‘A-
‘(Leadership Band) by CDP
for its 2020 Climate Change
disclosures.

In FY21, the Bank’s
Inclusive & Social Banking
and Microfinance Banking
divisions continued to
deliver access to finance to
9.8 lakh women customers
in rural and semi-urban
areas. Its Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives
trained farmers in
productivity enhancement
and also ensured access to
safe and clean drinking
waterinFY21.

The Bank remains the
only Indian Founding
Signatory to the Principles
for Responsible Banking —
the first global framework
enabling banks to align their
business to the objectives of
the Sustainable
Development Goals adopted
by the United Nations and
the Paris Agreement on
climate change.
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