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Astronomers Find One Group of
Appearing and Disappearing Stars and 5 states to dlscuss Covid situation

Chennai, July 17, 2021:
An international
collaboration of astronomers
has identified a curious
occurrence of nine stars like
objects that appeared and
vanished in a small region
within half an hour in an old
photographic plate.

Astronomers
collaborating across counties
track vanishing and appearing
celestial objects by
comparing old images of the
night sky with new modern
one, register unnatural
phenomena, and probe deep
into such phenomena to
record changes in the
Universe.

Scientists from Sweden,
Spain, USA, Ukraine, and
India, including Dr. Alok C.
Gupta, Scientist from ARIES,
investigated early form of
photography that used glass
plates to capture images of the
night sky from the 12th of
April 1950, exposed at
Palomar Observatory in
California, USA and detected
these transient stars which
were not to be found in
photographs half an hour later
and not traced since then.
Such a group of objects

appearing and disappearing at
the same time have been
detected for the first time in
the history of astronomy.

The astronomers have not
found any explanation in
well-established
astrophysical phenomena like
gravitational lensing, fast
radio bursts, or any variable
star that could be responsible
for this cluster of fast changes
in the sky.

Dr. Alok C. Gupta,
Scientist from Aryabhatta
Research Institute of
Observational Sciences
(ARIES), Nainital, an
autonomous institution of the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST),
Government of India,
participated in this study
which was recently published
in Nature's "Scientific
Reports". The study led by Dr.
Beatriz Villarroel of Nordic
Institute of Theoretical
Physics, Stockholm, Sweden,
and Spain's Instituto de
Astrofisica de Canarias, used
the 10.4 m Gran Telescopio
Canarias (the largest optical
telescope around the world) at
Canary Islands, Spain, to do
deep second epoch

observations. The team hoped
to find a counterpart at the
position of every object that
had appeared and vanished on
the plate. The counterparts
found are not necessarily
physically connected to the
weird objects.

The scientists are still
exploring the reasons behind
the observation of these
strange transient stars and are
still not sure about what
triggered their appearance and
disappearance. “The only
thing we can say with
certainty is that these images
contain star-like objects that
should not be there. We do not
know why they are there,”
says Dr. Alok C. Gupta.

The astronomers are
examining the possibility that

the photographic plates were
contaminated with
radioactive particles causing
false stars on the plates. But if
the observation is proven to be
real, another option is solar
reflections from reflective,
unnatural objects in orbit
around Earth several years
before the first human satellite
was launched.

The astronomers who
belong to the collaboration
Vanishing & Appearing
Sources during a Century of
Observations (VASCO) have
still not sorted out the root
cause of the “nine
simultaneous transients”.
They are now eager to look for
more signatures of solar
reflections in these digitized
data from the 1950s in a hope
to find aliens.

Power Minister releases 9th Integrated Ratings of
State Power Distribution utilities and Rankings

Chennai, July 17, 2021:
Union Minister of Power,
New and Renewable Energy,
Shri R.K. Singh released 9th
Integrated Ratings for State
Power Distribution Utilities
today here. The Minister
appreciated that the Ninth
Annual Integrated Rating
exercise covering 41 State
Power Distribution Utilities
for the rating period FY 2019-
20 has been completed with
the enthusiastic participation
ofall the utilities.

He congratulated all
stakeholders, especially the
state distribution utilities for
their active role and support in
successfully completing the
Ninth Annual Integrated
rating exercise despite the
ongoing pandemic. He added
that the Indian Power sector
will benefit from a fair and
accurate assessment of the
true position of the

distribution sector which in
turn will help in assessing and
improving its performance.
This will also assist State
Governments, lending
institutions and other
stakeholders to take important
decisions.

The Minister also
congratulated PFC on
completing 35 glorious years
of formation. He said that
over the period, PFC has
become aleading NBFC and a
key player in financing of the
Indian Power sector. He
added that PFC will be an
instrumental strategic partner
in government reform
schemes for power sector
such as Rs. 3 trillion
'Reforms-based and Results-
linked, Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme',
Atmanirbhar DISCOM
package, etc. He appreciated
PFC for being on a path of

rapid development & growth.
He wished that PFC’s legacy
continues and inspires all the
stakeholders in the power
sector.

Shri Singh further spoke
about achieving the target of
One Nation-One Grid- One
Frequency with the addition
of Transmission Lines of 1.52
lakh cKm. Going beyond
infrastructure creation and
bridging supply side gaps, the

Government has also focused
on consumer empowerment.
He further added that the
recently notified “Electricity
(Rights of Consumers) Rules,
2020” is a step in this
direction.  This major
initiative will put consumer at
the center-stage, and is an
important step towards
improving Ease of Living and
Ease of Doing Business
across the country.

BSA Ladybird completes landmark 23 years of
success empowering millions of young girls

Chennai, July 17, 2021:
BSA's Ladybird, India's first
bicycle brand for girls,
completes 25 years of success
in the market. Under the BSA
banner of Tube Investments of
India Limited, Ladybird
cycles continue to be
preferred for features such as
elegance and feminine charm.
These cycles have been and
continue to be, popular
amongst the Indian Tween
girls.

For over two and a half
decade, the brand has
empowered girls to be
independent, responsible and
given a sense of ownership
during a phase where tween
girls are figuring out their
individuality, identity and
standing in the society.

On the product front,
BSA has offered a wide range
of customer-centric bicycles,
which is known for being
stylish, yet fun, practical,
reliable and user friendly.
With Anti Slip Chain,
cushioned saddles, soft hand-
grips, step-through frames,
easy-glide hubs, front basket

and many more features, the
brand takes pride in offering a
comfortable ride for its
young, unstoppable
consumers.

Announcing the silver
jubilee milestone, KK Paul,
President, TI Cycles of India,
said, “Fun, freedom, energy,
style and comfort are some of
the values that define the BSA
Ladybird. Over the last 25
years, BSA Ladybird has not
just partnered a girl's self-
determined quest for
independence, but also been
an extension of her
personality and style
statement. Over the last
decade alone, 3.5 million
young girls and women have
experienced the joy of riding a
BSA Ladybird Cycle. To
celebrate this feeling, we are
releasing a film, in which we
have attempted to capture
how early experiences and
childhood, evolve us. In order
for women to pursue their
dreams, it is imperative for us
to acknowledge the
importance of freedom for the
girls, at the right time, to
emerge stronger than ever.

Today, we thank them for
trusting and including us in
their journey of growth.”

The celebratory film,
titled, 'Fun Turns 25', which
captures the essence of BSA
Ladybird, can be viewed here
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=kcfCxmKFD8E

Behind the success of
BSA Ladybird is a
hardworking and dedicated
team with a vision of
providing the highest quality
of products and service. Over
the years, this team has
dedicated themselves to
product innovation,
manufacturing efficiencies
and improving customer
satisfaction. BSA cycles are
manufactured at the Ambattur
and Rajpura plant and sold
through 2500 dealerships
PAN India including its very
own Track and Trail retail
channel present across 190
dealerships across the
country. Girls aged 8-15 are
its primary customers and it is
most often used to go to
school, tuition classes,
hanging out with their friends

or just riding out to explore
and craft their own
experiences.

BSA believes in
promoting cycling for all.
Besides young girls, it has a
range of cycles catering to
kids as well. Making cycling
fun will help more kids to
learn this skill which helps in
spurring a motor development
and provides other benefits
like increased confidence,
better sense of independence,
the desire to explore new
places and good social skills.
It also has the added benefit of
keeping our children active
and fit.

PM interacts with the CMs of TN

Chennai, July 17, 2021:
The Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi interacted
with CMs of Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Odisha, Maharashtra and
Kerala to discuss Covid
related situation. Union Home
Minister, Health Minister
were also present in the
meeting. The Chief Ministers
thanked the Prime Minister
for lending all possible help
and support in tackling Covid.
They briefed the Prime
Minister about the progress of
vaccination and steps that are
being taken to contain the
spread of the virus in their
states. They also provided
feedback about the
vaccination strategy.

The Chief Ministers
talked about the steps taken to
boost medical infrastructure
and gave suggestions on
dealing with any possible rise
of cases in future. They also
discussed post-Covid issues
being faced by patients and
steps being taken to
provideassistance in such
cases. They gave assurance
that they are doing their best
to control the surge of
infection.

Union Home Minister
mentioned that these six states
account for more than eighty
percent of the total cases
during the month of July ,
while some of these states
have very high test positivity
rate as well. Union Health
Secretary discussed the Covid
cases in the country, and
talked about the need to
reinforce Covid appropriate
behaviour and containment

C)

measures in the districts with
high case load. He also
suggested that opening up of
these districts should be done
in a graded and calibrated
manner.

In his closing remarks the
Prime Minister lauded the
state governments for their
mutual cooperation and
learning in their fight against
the pandemic. The Prime
Minister said that all of us are
at a point where
apprehensions of the third
wave are continuously
expressed. Despite experts
giving positive signals due to
the downward trends
increasing number of cases in
few states is still worrisome.
The Prime Minister pointed
out that during the last week
80 per cent cases as well as 84
per cent unfortunate deaths
came from the states present
in the meeting. Initially
experts believed that states
where the second wave
originated will see the
normalization first. However,
increasing numbers in Kerala
and Maharashtra are cause of
grave worry, said the Prime
Minister.

The Prime Minister
cautioned that similar trends
were seen in January-
February before the second
wave. That’s why, the Prime
Minister insisted, that in the
states where cases are rising,
we have to take proactive
measures to prevent the
possibility of the third wave.

The Prime Minister
underlined the expert’s view
that if the cases keep on rising
for long time, chances of

mutation of the Corona virus
will also increase and dangers
of new variants will also rise.

Therefore, said the Prime
Minister, we need to continue
with the strategy of Test,
Track, Treat and Teeka
(vaccination) while putting
special focus on Micro-
containment zones. Districts
with large numbers should be
focussed on. Shri Modi
stressed increased testing in
entire states. Terming vaccine
as a strategic tool for high
infection areas, the Prime
Minister stressed the effective
use of vaccination. The Prime
Minister praised the states
who are using this time to
improve their RT-PCR testing
capacity.

The Prime Minister talked
of the financial help that is
being provided for enhancing
medial infrastructure like ICU
beds and testing capacity.
Referring to the recently
approved Rs 23000
emergency Covid response
package, the Prime Minister
asked the states to use the
funds to strengthen medical
infrastructure.

The Prime Minister
exhorted the states to fill the
infrastructural gaps, specially
in the rural areas. He also
asked to strengthen IT

systems, control rooms and
call centres so that citizens get
access to resources and data in
a transparent manner and
patients are spared the hassle.
Shri Modi said that out of 332
PSA plants allocated to the
states present in the meeting,
53 plants have been
commissioned. He asked the
Chief Ministers toexpedite
the completion of the plants.
The Prime Minister made
special mention of the need to
protect children from being
infected and make all possible
arrangement in this regard.

The Prime Minister noted
with concern the rise of
number of cases in Europe,
America and Bangladesh,
Indonesia Thailand and many
other countries. This should
alert us and the world, said the
Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister
reiterated that Corona is not
over and expressed deep
concern over the pictures that
are coming post lockdown.
He emphasized need to follow
protocol and avoid crowding
as many states in the meeting
have metropolitan cities with
dense population. He also
called upon political parties,
social organizations, and
NGOs to spread awareness
among people.
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