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Nitin Gadkari meets Automobile Manufacturers,

emphasizes on quick roll out of Flex Fuel Vehicles

New Delhi August, 04,
2021: Union Minister of
Road Transport and
Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari
met a delegation of CEOs
from  Society of India
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) comprising of
Private, Commercial and
Two-Wheeler Automobile
Manufacturers .

The delegation presented
an update of the Auto
Industry’s status  and
requested for Deferment of
emission-based regulations
such as BS-6 phase 2, CAFE
Phase 2 among others such as
OBD regulations for Two-

Wheelers. Shri Gadkari
emphasized on the need for a
quick roll-out of Flex-Fuel
Vehicles (FFVs) capable of
running on 100% ethanol and
gasoline into the Indian auto
market within a year’s time,
vis-a-vis successful available
technologies in Brazil and
USA.

The Minister
congratulated the OEMs
performing well on the front
of vehicle-engineering and
has appealed all Private
Vehicle Manufacturers to
compulsorily provide a
minimum of 6 Airbags across
all variants and segments of

the vehicle, in the interest of
passenger safety.

The requests of SIAM are
currently under consideration

and a follow-up meeting may
be organised within a
fortnight.

All the components of the Deep
Ocean Mission will commence in 2021

New Delhi August 04,
2021: Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
Science & Technology;
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth
Sciences; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh
today said that the
Government has approved

Deep Ocean Mission (DOM)
to be implemented by
Ministry of Earth Sciences at
a total budget of Rs. 4077 Cr
for 5 years.

In a written reply to a
question in the Rajya Sabha
today, The Minister said, the
Deep Ocean Mission is a
multi-ministerial, multi-
disciplinary programme with

emphasis on development of
deep-sea technology that
includes development of
manned Submersible rated for
6000 metre water depth along
with technologies for deep sea
mining, exploration of deep-
sea mineral resources and
marine biodiversity,
acquisition of a research
vessel for ocean exploration,
deep sea observations, and

capacity building in Marine
Biology.

It is planned to develop a
manned submersible to carry
3 people to a depth of 6000
metres in the ocean with suit
of scientific sensors and tools.
All the components of the
mission will commence in
2021.

Reservation for Ecomonic Weaker Sections

Chennai August 04,
2021: Ten (10) Percent
reservation to the
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) has been
given on the basis of the
Report dated 22.07.2010 of

the Commission for
Economically Backward
Classes constituted by the
Government under the
Chairmanship of Major
Gen. (Retd.) S.R. Sinho.

The annual income limit
of Rupees Eight Lakh per
annum for EWS category
was decided after detailed
deliberations by the
Government.

This information was
given by The Minister of
State for Social Justice and
Empowerment Sushri
Pratima Bhoumik in the
Loksabha in a written reply.

Schemes for Senior Citizens

Chennai August 04, 2021:
The Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior Citizens
Act, 2007 (MWPSC)
recognises the right of the
senior citizens to live a life of
dignity. The Act provides for
financial security to the
parents and senior citizens
and can award maintenance to
the parents if they are not
properly cared for. The Act
also has provision of

punishment with
imprisonment upto three
months or fine of up to Rs.
5000/- or both for children or
relatives, who abandon senior
citizens. All the States/UTs
have notified the MWPSC
Act, 2007 and have taken
consequential steps like
appointment of Maintenance
officers, Maintenance
Tribunals and Appellate
Tribunals.

The existing National
Policy on Older Persons
(NPOP) was announced in
1999 to reaffirm the
commitment of the
Government to ensure the
well being of the older
persons. Keeping in view the
changing demographic
pattern, socioeconomic needs
of the senior citizens, social
value system and
advancement in the field of

science and technology over
the last decade, a new
National Policy for Senior
Citizens is under finalization
to replace the National Policy
for Older Persons 1999.

This information was
given by The Minister of State
for Social Justice and
Empowerment Sushri
Pratima Bhoumik in the
Loksabha in a written reply

today.

National Overseas Scholarships

Chennai August 04, 2021:
The Ministry of Social Justice
& Empowerment implements
two National Overseas
Scholarship Schemes. The
Department of Social Justice
& Empowerment (DoSJE) is
implementing the National

Overseas Scholarship (NOS)
for Scheduled Caste etc.
under which financial
assistance is provided to
selected students from
Scheduled Castes;
Denotified, Nomadic & Semi
- Nomadic Tribes; landless

agricultural labourers and
traditional artisan categories,
for pursuing Masters and
Ph.D level courses abroad.

The Department of
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DoEPwD)

implements 'National
Overseas Scholarship' under
which scholarship is provided
to the selected students with
disabilities for pursuing
Masters and Ph.D level
courses abroad.

Mahindra Auto Registers growth of 91% in
passenger vehicle sales; Overall sales at
42983 vehicles in July 2021

Mumbai, August 04,
2021: Mahindra & Mahindra
Ltd. (M&M Ltd.), one of
India's leading automotive
companies, today announced
that its overall auto sales
(passenger vehicles +
commercial vehicles +
exports) for the month of July
2021 stood at 42983 vehicles.

In the Utility Vehicles
segment, Mahindra sold
20797 vehicles in July 2021.
The Passenger Vehicles

segment (which includes
UVs, Cars and Vans) sold
21046 vehicles in July 2021.
Exports for the month of July
2021 were at2123 vehicles.

According to Veejay
Nakra, Chief Executive
Officer, Automotive Division,
M&M Ltd.,”More than 90%
of our dealerships and
workshops are now
operational across the
country. We have seen
significant increase in activity

levels, enquiries and as a
result, sales across our
product portfolio. We sold
42983 vehicles overall and
registered a growth of 91% in
the Passenger Vehicles
segment, over same period
last year. While supply of
semiconductors continues to
be a global issue and we are
doing everything to address it
on priority, July has been an
exciting month for us with
two new product launches.

We launched the Bolero Neo
for the new age customer's
looking for a tough, powerful,
go-anywhere authentic SUV.
We also launched the Supro
Profittruck range of SCV's
offering guaranteed higher
mileage and payload and have
on-boarded Ajay Devgn as the
brand ambassador. Both
launches have received very
positive initial response and
we are confident of building
on this in the coming months.”

Mahindra's Farm Equipment Sector Sells
25769 Units in India during July 2021

Mumbai, August 04,
2021: Mahindra & Mahindra
Ltd.'s Farm Equipment Sector
(FES), part of the Mahindra
Group, today announced its
tractor sales numbers for July
2021.

Domestic sales in July
2021 were at 25769 units, as
against 24463 units during
July 2020.

Total tractor sales
(Domestic + Exports) during
July 2021 were at 27229 units,
as against 25402 units for the
same period last year.

Exports for the month
stood at 1460 units.

Commenting on the
performance, Hemant Sikka,
President - Farm Equipment
Sector, Mahindra & Mahindra

Ltd. said, “We have sold
25769 tractors in the domestic
market during July 2021 with
a growth of 5% over last year.
Demand remained buoyant in
July as crop sowing
operations gained traction
with monsoon picking up
pace across all the regions.
Easing of COVID curbs &
robust farm incomes on
account of record Rabi crop

procurement has bode well for
the rural economy. We
continue to stay bullish on
tractor demand in the coming
months owing to revival of
monsoon, hike in MSP of key
Kharif crops & upcoming
festival season. In the exports
market, we have sold 1460
tractors with a growth of
55%.

Beneficiaries are getting almost double the earlier amount of
ration after Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana started: PM

New Delhi, August 04
2021:  Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi interacted
with beneficiaries of Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana in Gujarat today via
video conferencing. A public
participation programme was
launched in the state to create
further awareness about the
scheme.

Addressing the event, the
Prime Minister said that lakhs
of families in Gujarat are
getting free ration under PM
Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana.
This free rations reduces
distress for the poor and gives
them confidence. He said that
the poor should feel that
whatever might be the
calamity, the country is with
him.

The Prime Minister
pointed out that after
independence, almost every
government talked about
providing cheap food to the
poor. The scope and budget of
cheap ration schemes
increased year after year, but
the effect it should have had
remained limited. The
country's food stocks kept
increasing, but starvation and
malnutrition did not decrease
in that proportion. One major
reason for this was the lack of
an effective delivery system.
To change this situation work
was started afresh after 2014.
He said, using new
technology, crores of fake
beneficiaries were weeded out
of the system and ration cards
were linked to Aadhar cards.
This helped in ensuring that
no citizen went hungry
despite the biggest calamity of
the century when livelihood
were threatened and business
suffered due to lockdown. The
world has acknowledged the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana. Free ration has
been made available to more
than 80 crore people during
the pandemic with an

expenditure of more than 2
lakh crore rupees, said the
Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister said
today, in addition to the quota
of wheat at Rs 2/kg, rice at Rs
3/kg, 5 kg of wheat and rice is
being given free to every
beneficiary. That is, almost
double the amount of ration is
being provided to the ration
card holders than before this
scheme started. This scheme
is going to continue till
Diwali. No poor will sleep
hungry, said the Prime
Minister. He praised the
Gujarat government for
taking care of the migrant
labourers, fulfilling the
purpose of One Nation One
Ration Card Initiative.

The Prime Minister said
today the country is spending
lakhs of crores on
infrastructure, but at the same
time, to improve the quality of
life of common human
beings, it is also setting new
benchmarks for Ease of
Living. Empowerment of the
poor is being given top
priority today. They are being
empowered as more than 2
crore poor families got
houses, 10 crore families got
toilets. Similarly, they get
empowered when they get
included in the banking
system via Jan-Dhan account,
said the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister said
empowerment needs
consistent hard work for
ensuring health, education,
facilities and dignity.
Schemes like Ayushman

Yojana, Reservations for
Economically Weaker
sections, roads, free gas and
electricity connection, Mudra
Yojna, Svanidhi Yojna are
giving direction to dignified
life for the poor and becoming
amedium of empowerment.

The Prime Minister said
there are many such works in
the entire country including
Gujarat, due to which the
confidence of every
countryman and every region
is increasing today. And it is
this self-confidence which is
the formula to overcome
every challenge, to achieve
every dream.

Referring to India's
Olympic contingent, the
Prime Minister said despite
the once-in-a-century
calamity, the highest number
of players qualified for
Olympics. They just didn’t
qualify but are giving tough
fights to better ranked players.

The Prime Minister said
the zeal, passion and spirit of
Indian players is at the highest
level today. He said this
confidence comes when the
right talent is identified and
encouraged. This confidence
comes when the systems
change, become transparent.
This new confidence is
becoming the hallmark of
New India.

The Prime Minister urged
the people to continue this
confidence in the fight against
Corona and also in our
vaccination campaign. He
stressed on the need to

maintain our vigilance
continuously, in this
environment of global
pandemic.

He said that as the country
is moving rapidly towards the
vaccination milestone of 50
crore, Gujarat is also
approaching the milestone of
3.5 crore vaccine doses. He
stressed the need to vaccinate,
wearing masks and avoid
being a part of the crowd as
much as possible.

The Prime Minister said
gave a resolution to the
countrymen to awaken new
inspiration for nation
building. He urged to take this
holy vow during the 75 years
of independence. In these
resolutions, he said poor, rich,
men and women,
downtrodden, everyone has
an equal share, he concluded.

It may be noted that
nearly 948 Lakh Metric
Tonnes of foodgrains was
allocated last year which is
50% more than a normal year
to ensure food security during
COVID. About Rs. 2.84 Lakh
crore food subsidy incurred
during 2020-21.

More than 3.3 crore
eligible beneficiaries in
Gujarat got 25.5 Lakh Metric
tonnes of foodgrain, incurring
a subsidy amount of more
than 5 thousand crore.

To further strengthen food
security for migrant
beneficiaries, One Nation
One Ration Card
implemented so far in 33
States/UTs.

Technology and Equipment for Sanitation

Chennai August 04, 2021:
Though much progress has
been made in improving the
sanitation facilities under the
Swachh Bharat Mission, more
investments are required to be
made for inducting better
technologies and equipment
for making hazardous
cleaning operations safer.

Although this is a State
Government subject, under
the Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban (SBM-U) Government
supplements the efforts of the
State Governments by
providing Central Assistance
(CA) covering the scientific

management of solid wastes,
decentralised composting by
Bulk Waste Generators in
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs),
setting-up of centralised
composting plants, scientific
land filling and land
remediation, management of
plastic waste and the
Construction and Demolition
(C&D) waste in an integrated
manner.

The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (M/o HUA)
had launched a ‘Technology
Challenge for identifying and
promoting solutions for
cleaning and maintenance of

sewerage systems and septic
tanks to eliminate need for
human entry’.

Under the Swacchata
Udyami Yojana (SUY), this
Ministry assists the sanitation
workers to own mechanical
cleaning equipment.

Under Central Sector Self
Employment Scheme for
Rehabilitation of Manual
Scavengers (SRMS), the
manual scavengers, sanitation
workers and their dependants
are provided capital subsidy
upto Rs. 5.00 lakh for
procurement of
instruments/vehicles for

mechanized cleaning of
sewers and septic tanks.

M/o HUA have also
launched Safaimitra Suraksha
Challenge across 246 cities
(Municipal Corporation, State
Capitals and Smart Cities) to
motivate ULBs for prevention
of ‘hazardous cleaning’ of
sewer and septic tanks and
promote mechanized
cleaning.

This information was
given by The Minister of State
for Social Justice and
Empowerment Shri Ramdas
Athawale in the Loksabha in a
written reply yesterday.

SBIl launches ‘'SIM Binding’
feature in YONO & YONO Lite

Mumbai  August 04,
2021: To safeguard the
interest of its customers,
Country's largest lender State
Bank of India (SBI) has
launched a new and enhanced
security feature 'SIM
Binding' in YONO and
YONO Lite. The new version
of these platforms will protect
customers from various
digital frauds. With the SIM
Binding feature YONO and
YONO Lite will work only on
those devices which have SIM
of mobile numbers registered
with the Bank. To access to
the new version of YONO and
YONO Lite with enhanced
security features, users will
have to update their mobile
app and complete the one-
time registration process on
these Apps. The registration
process verifies the SIM of the
registered mobile number
(RMN) with the bank in order
to complete the registration.
Customers will have to ensure
that they register themselves
with the device which has the
SIM of the registered

Rana Ashutosh Kumar

Singh, DMD (Strategy) &
Chief Digital Officer, SBI
said, “We are glad to launch
the SIM Binding feature in
two of most popular platforms
of SBIi.e. YONO and YONO
Lite. With this new feature,
our aim is to provide
enhanced security to all our
customers and help them with
convenient and safe online
banking experience. We at
SBI always strive to
encourage customers to
perform digital banking
services from the comfort of
their homes and avail the one-
stop banking and lifestyle
solutions of YONO and
YONO Lite.”

YONO and YONO Lite
will work with the basic rule
of One Mobile Device - One
User One RMN. However,
the customer can use both
YONO and YONO Lite in the
same mobile device using the
SIM of RMN with the bank. In
case the customer is using
mobile number, which is not
registered with the bank, they
will be unable to complete the
registration process on

YONO and YONO Lite. The
new SIM binding feature will
also allow two different users
to access YONO and YONO
Lite separately in a dual SIM
handset, provided that SIMs
of the RMN of both the users
are inserted in the device.

For any assistance,
customers can dial
1800111101 for YONO SBI
and 1800112211 for YONO
Lite.

State Bank of India is the
largest commercial bank in
terms of assets, deposits,
branches, customers, and
employees. It is also the
largest mortgage lender in the
country which has so far
fulfilled the home buying
dreams of 30 lakh Indian
families. The home loan
portfolio of the bank has
crossed the milestone of Rs. 5
lakh crore. As on March 31,
2021, the bank has a deposit
base of nearly Rs. 37 lakh
crore with CASA ratio of over
46% and advances of more
than Rs. 25 lakh crore. SBI
commands a market share of

34.51% and about 32% in
home loans and auto loans
segment respectively. SBI has
the largest network of 22,219
branches and 62,671 ATM /
CDM in India with BC outlets
close to 72,000. The number
of customers using internet
banking and mobile banking
stand roughly at 89 million
and 20 million respectively.
The integrated digital and
lifestyle platform by SBI -
YONO has over 37 million
registered users, which
witnesses 9 million logins per
day. Accelerating the digital
agenda, 2 million accounts
have been opened through
YONO in the quarter ended
March 2021. In terms of
digital lending, the bank
disbursed personal loans of
more than Rs. 5300 crore
through the YONO mobile
app in the same quarter. On
social media platforms, SBI
has the highest number of
followers on Facebook and
Twitter amongst all banks
worldwide.
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