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Panchayats are the centre points of

NewDelhi, October 01
2021: Union Minister for
Panchayati Raj and Rural
Development Shri Giriraj
Singh launched People's Plan
Campaign 2021- Sabki
Yojana Sabka Vikas and
Vibrant Gram Sabha
Dashboard today. He also
released a booklet on People
Plan Campaign-2021 for
preparation of plans for FY
2022-23 and the 10th issue of
Gramoday Sankalp
Magazine.

Addressing the launching
event, Shri Giriraj Singh said
that Panchayats are the centre
points of grassroots
democracy. There are 31.65
lakh elected Panchayat
representatives across the
country in which 14.53 lakh
are women. And, they can
bring about tremendous
transformational changes in
rural areas. Panchayats have a
significant role to play in
effective and efficient
implementation of flagship
schemes for transformation of
rural India.

The Minister said that this
year’s People’s Plan
Campaign should be
conducted with better
people’s participation and
each activity as part of the
participatory planning should
promote a sense of
camaraderie and commitment
among all citizens to common
goals of all-round
development of villages. "It is
the responsibility of all of us
that every Panchayat of the
country should formulate
such a well-thought-out Gram
Panchayat Development Plan
so that villages can achieve

inclusive and sustainable
development in the coming
year." headded.

Shri Giriraj Singh also
emphasized on emergent need
of meaningful & accountable
Gram Sabhas, proper
utilisation of funds, raising
own source revenues by
Panchayats, use of innovation
& technology, bridging the
digital divide in rural and
remote areas, convergence of
all the resources available
through all the Flagship
Programmes under the ambit
of Panchayati Raj Institutions
and mainstreaming of
Panchayat—Women Self Help
Groups convergence for
women empowerment and
involvement of women in
income generating activities.

Addressing the gathering,
Shri Faggan Singh Kulaste,
Union Minister of Rural
Development stressed the
need for proper convergence
of all Schemes being
implemented in rural areas
with special focus of tribal
areas to ensure holistic
development. He said that
everyone should work
together in the coming days

on how the Gram Panchayat
Development Plans are
prepared by convergence of
several schemes of the Central
and State Governments.

Shri Sunil Kumar,
Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj said that
People’s Plan Campaign is
being rolled-out in all the
States from 2nd October
2021, and all the concerned
Ministries/ Departments and
States have assured their
active support and
participation in this
campaign. He said that
despite adverse impact of the
COVID-9 pandemic last year,
the People’s Plan Campaign
was conducted in a smooth
manner adhering to the
COVID-19 protocols/
guidelines. "It is a matter of
great satisfaction that 2.56
lakh Panchayats uploaded
their GPDPs on GPDP portal
last year. This year also we are
confident that 100%
Panchayats will participate in
the People’s Plan Campaign.
A Vibrant Gram Sabha
Dashboard has also been
launched today and this
dashboard will also help in

increasing maximum
participation through the
meeting of Gram Sabha,
Standing Committee meeting
of Gram Panchayat, meeting
of elected Panchayat public
representatives throughout
the year", he added.

Smt. Rekha Yadav, Joint
Secretary made a detailed
presentation on People’s Plan
Campaign-2021. Unique
elements of People’s Plan
Campaign, planning process,
learnings from Previous
Campaigns, interventions and
initiatives of MoPR, available
resources, capacity building
and handholding support to
Panchayats were highlighted
during the presentation.

State Panchayati Raj
Ministers of Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu,
Tripura, Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh, Shri Nagendra

Nath Sinha, Secretary,
Department of Rural
development, Shri Ajay

Tirkey, Secretary, Department
of Land Resources, and Shri
Indevar Pandey, Secretary,
Ministry of Women & Child
Development, Shri
Sudhanshu Pandey, Secretary,
Ministry of Food and Public
Distribution along with
Principal Secretaries of States
attended the virtual event. A
large number of elected
representatives and
functionaries of Panchayati
Raj institutions and
representatives of line
departments participated in
the virtual event and watched
the live webcast of the
launching event.

i to join Australia, Norway, Uruguay and the United Kingdom
I co-sponsoring the MPA proposals:Dr Jitendra Singh
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Delhi,
October 01,
2021: India
has extended
support for
protecting
the Antarctic
environment
and for co-
sponsoring
the proposal
of the
European
Union for
designating
E a s t
Antarctica
and the
Weddell Sea
as Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs) at a
high-level ministerial
meeting conducted last
evening.

This was affirmed by
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
Science & Technology;
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth
Sciences; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr Jitendra Singh while
addressing the concerned
Ministers of different
countries of the European
Union at a meeting held
virtually.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
“India supports
sustainability in protecting
the Antarctic environment”.
He said, the two proposed
MPAs are essential to
regulate illegal unreported
and unregulated fishing. He
urged the Commission for
the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living
Resources (CCAMLR)
member countries to ensure
that India remains associated
with the formulation,
adaptation and
implementation mechanisms

ofthese MPAs in future.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
the proposal to designate
East Antarctica and the
Weddell Sea as MPAs was
first put forth to the
CCAMLR in 2020 but could
not reach a consensus at that
time. He said, since then,
substantial progress has been
made with Australia,
Norway, Uruguay and the
United Kingdom agreeing to
co-sponsor the proposal. The
Minister added that by the
end of October 2021, India
would join these countries in
co-sponsoring the MPA
proposals.

Dr Jitendra Singh
informed the EU Delegates
that India had embarked on
Antarctic expeditionin 1981,
through the Southern Indian
Ocean sector and since then,
there has been no turning
back. He said, till date, India
had completed 40
expeditions with plans for
the 41st expedition in 2021-
22 and added that India under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has solidified its
interests in upholding its
Antarctic vision.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,

this is the first time India is
considering co-sponsoring
an MPA proposal at the
CCAMLR and getting
aligned with countries such
as Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Korea, New Zealand, South
Africa and the USA, which
are also proactively
considering supporting the
MPA proposals. The
Minister said, India's
decision to consider
extending support and co-
sponsoring the MPA
proposals is driven by
conservation and sustainable
utilization principles and
adhering to the global
cooperation frameworks
(such as Sustainable
Development Goals, UN
Decade of Oceans,
Convention on Biodiversity,
etc.) to which India is a
signatory.

The high-level
ministerial meeting was
hosted virtually by
VirginijusSinkevicius,
Commissioner for
Environment, Oceans and
Fisheries, EU. It was
attended by Ministers,
Ambassadors and Country
Commissioners from nearly
18 countries. The meeting

aimed to
increase the
number of
CO-Sponsors
of the MPA
proposals
and reflect on
a joint
strategy and
future actions
for their swift
adoption by
CCAMLR.

CCAML
R is an
international
treaty to
manage
Antarctic
fisheries to
preserve
species diversity and
stability of the entire
Antarctic marine ecosystem.
CCAMLR came into force in
April 1982. India has been a
permanent member of the
CCAMLR since 1986. Work
pertaining to the CCAMLR
is coordinated in India by the
Ministry of Earth Sciences
through its attached office,
the Centre for Marine Living
Resources and Ecology
(CMLRE) inKochi, Kerala.

An MPA is a marine
protected area that provides
protection for all or part of'its
natural resources. Certain
activities within an MPA are
limited or prohibited to meet
specific conservation,
habitat protection,
ecosystem monitoring, or
fisheries management
objectives. Since 2009,
CCAMLR members have
developed proposals for
MPAs for various regions of
the Southern Ocean.
CCAMLR's scientific
committee examines these
proposals. After CCAMLR
members agree upon them,
elaborate conservation
measures are set out by
CCAMLR.

Assured career progression of sportspersons with
grassroots democracy, says Giriraj Singh  Railways is being worked out : Ashwini Vaishnaw

New Delhi, October 01
2021: Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said that
assured career progression
of sportsperson with
Railways is being worked
out. He instructed senior
officials to prepare a draft
of career progression of
Railway sportspersons by
30th October, 2021.

The Minister felicitated
Railways' medal winners
and participants of Tokyo
Olympics here today in a
function organized by
Railway Sports Promotion
Board (RSPB) to honour
Indian Railways’® 25
medalist players and 6
coaches who participated in
the XXXII Olympic Games
2020 games held in Tokyo,
Japan. During the event,
Chairman & CEQO, Railway
Board, Shri Suneet Sharma
and other senior Railway
officials were also present.

The Railway minister
had declared Special Cash

Awards to Indian Railways
athletes and coaches
besides Railway Sports
Promotion Board’s regular
Cash Awards. He had
announced Special Cash
Awards for the players
(Gold - 3 Crore, Silver- 2

Crore, Bronze- 1 Crore, up
to 8th participants - 35
Lakh, Participants - 7.5
Lakh) and for the Coaches
(Gold medal - 25 Lakh,
Silver medal - 20 Lakh,
Bronze medal - 15 Lakh
and attached to other

participants - 7.5 Lakh).
Indian Railways athletes
and coaches were given
Special Cash Awards with a
sum of total Rupees Twelve
Crore Ninety Seven Lakh
Fifty Thousand on this
occasion.

Exhibition organised on initiatives and
technological advancement in the field of Biofuels

New Delhi, October 01
2021: HPCL, on behalf
of Industry, organized
Biofuel Exhibition at
Constitution Club of India,
New Delhi. The event was
inaugurated by Executive
Director TOCL, Shri
Shyam Bora in the presence
of Executive Director-
DCO-HPCL, Shri Alok
Kumar Gupta, Executive
Director-GAIL, State
Head-Delhi, BPCL Mr.
Pankaj Motiramani and
other Senior Dignitaries.

The exhibition
displayed models of 1G
Ethanol plant, Biodiesel
Plant, 2G Ethanol Plant &

CBG Plant. 15 panels were

put up displaying various
initiatives and
technological advancement
in the field of Biofuels.
Apart from the Industry
stall, One stall of M/s Stark

Projects and Consultancy

and one more stall by M/s
Green home Biogas dealing
with portable CBG plant
was put up in the
exhibition.

After the exhibition,

ED-IOCL, Sh. Shyam Bora
addressed the gathering.
Dr. Nivedita Sharma made
a presentation on Biofuel
and their research on
conversion of Pine Needles
into Ethanol. Around 800
students participated in the
Drawing Competition
which was Organised in
schools before the event.

Officials from Ministry
of Petroleum & Natural
Gas, Academicians,
Entrepreneurs, Students,
Technology providers,
Officials from CHT, DGH
& PCRA, Industry officials
and other stakeholders
visited the exhibition.

Unique technology for direct generation of

Chennai,  October 01
2021: Indian researchers
have developed a unique
technology for direct
generation of Hydrogen from
agricultural residue. This
innovation by Indian
researchers can promote eco-
friendly hydrogen fuel-cell
electric vehicles by
overcoming the challenge of
hydrogen availability.

India has set a target of
60% renewable energy of
about 450 GW by 2030. To
achieve this feat, in the current
scenario, researchers all over
the world are working
towards renewable energy
solutions which should be
sustainable with a limited
carbon footprint. One of the
most economical ways to

Hydrogen from agricultural resi

achieve this is to produce
hydrogen from a cheap,
abundant, and renewable
source. Agricultural waste,
which faces a great challenge
for disposal, could be one of
the sources of hydrogen
production, and this could
solve the dual problem of
energy generation and waste
disposal.

A team of researchers
from Agharkar Research

Institute, Pune, an
autonomous institute of the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), GOI, in
collaboration with Sentient
labs of KPIT Technologies,
have developed this
technology at lab-scale to
extract hydrogen from

agricultural residues.

“Our technology is 25%
more efficient as compared to
conventional anaerobic
digestion processes used
today. The two-stage process
eliminates the pretreatment of
biomass, thus making the
process economical and
environment friendly. This
process generates a digestate
that is rich in nutrients which
can be used as an organic
fertilizer,” said Dr. Prashant
Dhakephalkar, Director of the
ARL

A team of scientists, Dr.
S.S. Dagar and Pranav
Kshirsagar from MACS-ARI
and Sri Kaustubh Pathak from
KPIT-Sentient, contributed
significantly towards the
development of the process.
The developers of the
technology explained that the
hydrogen fuel generation
process comprises the use of a

due developed

specially developed microbial
consortium that facilitates
biodegradation of cellulose-
and hemicellulose-rich
agricultural residues, such as
biomass of paddy, wheat, or

maize, without thermo-
chemical or enzymatic
pretreatment. The process
generates Hydrogen in the
first stage and Methane in the
second. The methane
generated in the process can
also be used to generate
additional hydrogen, they
added.

“This breakthrough of
generating hydrogen from
unutilized agricultural residue
will help us to become self-
reliant on energy resources. It
will also add a major stream of
revenue to the farmer
community,” said Ravi
Pandit, Chairman, Sentient
Labs. An Indian Patent
application has been filed to
protect the IPR.
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Dr. Tara Thiagarajan joins Krea
University Governing Council

Chennai, October 01
2021: Krea University today
announced the appointment
of Dr. Tara Thiagarajan (Ph.
D.) as a Member of its
Governing Council. The
Governing Council is the
overarching supervisory and
statutory authority of Krea
University. The Executive
Committee is a sub-
committee of the Governing
Council.

Welcoming Dr. Tara
Thiagarajan into the
Governing Council, Mr. Kapil
Viswanathan, Chairman of
Executive Committee &
Member of Governing
Council, Krea University
said, “We are delighted to
welcome Dr. Tara Thiagarajan
to Krea University's
governing council. As an
accomplished neuroscientist
and entrepreneur, she
represents the university's
ethos of interweaving the
world of academia with the
world beyond.”

Dr. Tara Thiagarajanis a
scientist and entrepreneur
with an interest in
understanding and enabling

the productive evolution of
the human mind and human
systems. She has founded and
built successful companies as

well as research labs that study
the human brain and emerging
economic systems. She holds a
Ph.D. in Neuroscience from
Stanford University as well as
a BA in Mathematics from
Brandeis University and an
MBA from the Kellogg School
of Management. She was also
a post-doctoral fellow at the
National Institutes of Health
(NIH) in the Section on
Critical Brain Dynamics and a
Visiting Scientist at the
National Center for Biological
Sciences in India.

Commenting on her
appointment, Dr. Tara
Thiagarajan said, “It is a
pleasure to join the Krea
Governing Council. The Krea
ethos of interwoven learning
resonates strongly with me.
Having seen Krea evolve from
conversations in a room to
what it is today in just a few
years, has been an inspiring
journey and I look forward to
being a part of it in this new
capacity.”

Rotary Club of Chennai Infocity sponsored
KALVI40 app to 10 Govt. Tamil Medium Middle schools

September is the
International Rotary
Literacy month and hence
on 28th Sep 2021,  Rotary
Club of Chennai Infocity
sponsored KALVI40 app to
10 Govt. Tamil Medium
Middle schools located in
Puzhal and Tiruvottriyur
area. KALVI40 provides
quality, low cost digital
content on state govt
syllabus for 3rd to 8th grade
students. Lessons are taught
in practical and easy way for
students to understand
through this app.Teachers
get free online training from
them. Totally 2250 students
and 57 teachers will get
benefitted through this
project which costed
Rs.50,000/- in total. The
Chief Guest, Rtn. C. Raja,
District 3232 Literacy
Chairman launched the app
along with the Club’s
President Rtn
R.Ramalingam, Rtn. Usha
Kannan - Peace Chairman,
KALVI40 Founder Mr.
Premkumar Gokuldas,
Puzhal BEO Mr.
P.Rajendran and Mrs. J.
Mary Josephine, BEO

e

Puzhal and Villivakkam. The Headmistresses of the 10 schools were given motivational talks by all the officials.

Spotlight on Buildingholistic health
Tetley Green Tea Immune Sets Focus on Inner Wellbeing

Bangalore, October 01
2021:  Consumer focus on
health and wellness has grown
exponentially as the need to
look fit has become
aspirational amongmany
people.But all the buzz
aroundexternal appearance of
fitness, may have led us to
lose focus on inner wellbeing.
As the world settles into the
new normal, it's time to bring
the discussion back to internal
health and wellbeing to
thecenter stage. Tetley Green
Tea Immunebrought
togetherMalaika Arora, Actor
&Fitness Enthusiast,
DrashtiDhami, Actor,
Celebratedauthor and
Nutritionist Kavita Devgan
and Mr.Puneet Das, President
Packaged Beverages (India
and South Asia), Tata
Consumer Productsfor
avirtualdiscussionon need to
f e e 1
#LagoBaaharSeFitAurAndar
SeBhi

Tetley Green Tea Immune
is one of TATA Consumer
Products' key innovations in
the wellness segment keeping
evolving consumer needs in
mind. Green tea is
mostlythought of as a hot
beverage which may help in
external fitness of that of
staying in shape. Tetley Green
Tea Immune has goodness of
green tea along with Vitamin
C which helps support
immunity.

Tetley Green Tea Immune
brings the focus on internal
wellbeing with its

latestofferings which hasanti-
oxidants thathelps cleanse the
body from within along
withadded Vitamin C known
to aid insupporting the body's
immune system. Apart from
the classicgreen tea immune -
Tetley Green Tea Immuneis
available in exciting flavors of
Lemon & Honey, Ginger,
Mint & Lemon and
theNaturally Sweet with
Mangoflavour,

Speaking on the
subject,Puneet Das, President
- Packaged Beverages (India
and South Asia), Tata
Consumer Products said, “We
are seeing an acceleration of
health & wellness trend
among consumers.Our
campaign on Tetley Green Tea
Immune, uses a visual devise
of 'Bubble' as to highlight the
feeling of doubt/anxiousness
that people are feeling
regarding their fitness. With a
holisticview offitness,we
wanted to burst this bubble of
doubt in the consumers mind
as we highlight that being fit is
not just on the outside but
being fit on the inside too.
T h r o u g h

rLagoBaharSeFitAurAndarSeBhi

this#LagoBaaharSeFitAurAn
darSeBhi discussion with the
best of fitness enthusiasts,we
aim to encourage consumers
to give equal importance to
inner wellbeing, instead of
just focusing on physical
appearance and the outward
aspects of fitness. Tetley
Green tea Immune is an
innovative product with
added vitamin C which will be
an enabler in feeling fit from
the inside.”

Commenting on the panel
discussion Malaika
Arorasaid- “For me, internal
fitness weighs over external
appearance. The step towards
a healthier you will always be
one at a time. I always urge
people to opt for heathier
choices and watch what you
consume as part of your daily
diet.  Tetley Green Tea
Immune is my go to drink
between shoots or my
meetings. 1 think it helps
medetoxify my body from
within and now with added
Vitamin C it could be an
enabler in feeling fit from the
inside. ! Time to change our
#fitnessgoals to

#innerfitnessgoals because
aabhlagobahar se fit aurandar
sebhi!”

DrashtiDhami, a lover of
all things green and easy to
consume states, “In a world
which focuses just on external
appearance, its time we all
change the focal lens towards
feeling internally fit as well!
Inner Fitness should be well
understood, accessible and
actionable as physical fitness.
We all have a tough lifestyle,
accompanied with stress and
strains, the requirement is not
to look fit but actually feel fit
from within. I often reach out
to Tetley Green Tea Immune
for my go-to drink right after
my meals, it's my everyday
4pm cup of wellbeing!High
time we change the tide of
trend towards inner fitness
feels and let's take the first
step with one cup of Tetley
Green Tea Immune”

"Inner wellness is far
more than our external
appearance important. The
pandemic has taught us this
lesson well. For this, we need
to include the right foods and
nutrients in our diet on a daily
basis. Vitamin C is known to
support immunity, and
antioxidant-rich foods help
scavenging free radicals . That
is why Tetley green
teaimmune, rich in
antioxidants and with added
vitamin C is such a winning
combination”,says, Kavita
Devgan, Author and
Nutritionist at Tata Consumer
Products.
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Mahindra XUV700 Bookings to Open Starting 7th October

Chennai, October 01
2021:  Mumbai, September
30, 2021:Mahindra &
Mahindra Ltd., today
announced the complete
variant line-up and date of
booking commencement
forthe most awaited SUV of
the year, the XUV700.While
launch prices for some of the
variants were announced at
the time of the product debut,
the complete variant line-up
announced today aims at
straddling a wide spectrum of
buyers, starting atX 11.99 lakh
for the MX series (MT, petrol,
5-Seater) and X 12.99 lakhfor
the AX series (MT, petrol, 5-
Seater) (Ex-showroom, all
India). All prices (details
included below) will be
applicablefor the first 25000
bookings. Official bookings
will open on October 7,2021.

Global Health Limited files DRHP

Chennai, October 01
2021: Global Health
Limited (“Medanta”or the
“Company”), one of the
largest private multi-
speciality tertiary care
providers operating in the
North and East regions of
India, with key specialties of
cardiology and cardiac
science, neurosciences,
oncology, digestive and
hepatobiliary sciences,
orthopaedics, liver transplant,
and kidney and urology,
filedits draft red herring
prospectus (“DRHP”) in
connection with its initial
public offering (“IPO”)
withthe Securities and
Exchange Board of India

Mahindra has also
launched an Industry-
first'Add to cart'functionality
on its website
www.auto.mahindra.com/suv
/XUV700/for the XUV700. It
allows customers to save
variant configurations,
including fuel type, seating
capacity, colour and dealer
preference ahead of the
bookings opening and

(SEBI).

Medantawas founded by
Dr.NareshTrehan, a world-
renowned cardiovascular and
cardiothoracic surgeon. He
has been awarded the
prestigious Padma Bhushan
and the Padma Shri, the third
and fourth-highest civilian
awards in India, and the BC
Roy award, in recognition of
his distinguished contribution
to medicine.

Under the “Medanta”
brand, they have a network of
four hospitals currently in
operation (Gurugram, Indore,
Ranchi and Lucknow), a
hospital which is under
construction with an

formally book the vehicle
online from October 7, 2021.
Upon the completion of

booking, any further
modifications made by the
buyer to the variant will be
treated as a fresh booking.

Variants and Top features

There is an XUV700 for
everyone who seeks a rush
with the widest range of

operational outpatient facility
(Patna), and one hospital
(Noida) planned for
development. As at March 31,
2021, Medantaprovided
healthcare services in over 30
medical specialties and
engaged over 1,100 doctors
led by highly experienced
department heads.Spanning
an area of 3.7 million sq. ft.,
the operational hospitals have
2,176 installed beds.

The initial public offering
consists of equity shares of
face value of Rs. 2 each of
Global Health Limited. The
offer comprises of fresh issue
ofaggregating up to Rs. 5,000
million (the “Fresh Issue™)

offerings you will find in the
segment.

AX7 will be available with
an optionalLuxury packand
will include features like
Immersive 3D Sound by Sony,
electrically deployed Smart
Door Handles, 3600 Surround
View, Blind View Monitoring,
Electronic Park Brake and
Wireless Charging.

Test drives for the
XUV700 will begin in phases,
starting from 2nd October
subject to local government
rules & restrictions regarding
the national
holiday;customers to plan test
drivesin consultation with the
local dealership. Additionally,
existing Mahindra customers
will be invited for an exclusive
preview to their nearest
dealerships.

with SEBI

and an offer for sale of up to
48,440,000 equity shares.

The Net Proceeds from the
Fresh Issue are proposed to be
utilised towards funding the
following objects: (i)
Repayment/prepayment of
borrowings, in full or part, of
the Subsidiaries, GHPPL and
MHPL; and (ii) General
corporate purposes.

The Book Running Lead
Managers to the offer are
Kotak Mahindra Capital
Company Limited, Credit
Suisse Securities (India)
PrivateLimited, Jefferies India
Private Limitedand JM
Financial Limited.

Virtusa Announces NeuralHack Season 5
More than 100,000 registrations this season

Chennai, October 01
2021: Virtusa Corporation, a
global provider of digital
strategy, digital engineering,
and IT services and solutions,
today announced the
commencement of the second
phase of their premier talent
hunt initiative NeuralHack
Season 5. This edition of
NeuralHack has seen a record
in the number of registrations
and new prize categories.
One winner from each State of
India and a 30-day finale will
see 250 competitors vying for
top honors. This unique
hackathon skills college
students in technologies like
Data Science, Cloud, CRM,
Artificial Intelligence and
equip them for their
professional lives.

NeuralHack, initially
introduced to top colleges and
universities as a National
Level coding competition
across India, is a virtual event
that enables future innovators
to address emerging realities

by creating superior digital
solutions. NeuralHack Season
5 is a 30-day hackathon
format where finalists
collaborate on end-to-end
solutions in a real-world
enterprise environment,
harnessing talents across
high-demand, dynamic
industry verticals.

In its fifth season now,
NeuralHack has been gaining
prominence among the
student community. This year
there were more than 100,000
registrations from top
business and engineering
schools across the country.
After several rounds of
competition this season, 250
finalists will compete for the
final round for the first time,
which will be held over 30
daysin October2021.

Sundar Narayanan, Chief
People Officer of Virtusa,
said, “every year, Virtusa
gathers the best minds from
top schools and universities

across India to build solutions
that solve common user
experience, data, and
performance issues that the
industry and our clients face.
Witnessing the growing
importance of NeuralHack
among the student
community and for wider
participation, this year, we are
instituting several more
awards. In addition to the
main prizes, we have added a
category for four Zonal
winners and twenty-eight
State winners. Virtusa's
events like NeuralHack and
Business Cipher showcase the
skill, talent, and capabilities
coming out of the universities
in India and enable us to hire
the best talent.”

Virtusa panel of judges
will evaluate and declare
winners for NeuralHack
Season 5, followed by the
offer letters and cash prizes.
The hackathon commenced
on the 20th of September, will
have a weeklong learning and

assimilation session for the
team of finalists. A panel of
Virtusa judges will evaluate
the final prototypes based on
technology, collaboration,
creativity, and competition,
followed by the winner's
announcement in the last week
of October. The winning team
takes home a cash prize of INR
50,000, while the first and
second runners-up get INR
20,000 and INR 10,000,
respectively. Zonal and state
winners will get rewarded at
this year's hackathon, given
the geographic spread of
participation.

Morepen carves out its Medical Devices into a
Subsidiary Value creation for Point of Care business

Mumbai, October 01
2021: Morepen Laboratories
Limited announces carving
out its point of care (POC)
Medical Devices business
into a newly incorporated
wholly owned subsidiary,
Morepen

Devices Limited. The
shareholders have given their
approval for the same on 28th
September 2021 in the 36th
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the Company. The
transfer of the business would
happen as per terms of the
Business Transfer Agreement
to be signed between both the
companies.

The Medical Devices
(POC) business of the
company has been delivering
exponential growth for past
many years and has achieved
a leadership position in the
market. A stupendous growth
of 71% was recorded in the
previous financial year
ending March 2021. The
growth trends are being
continued in Q1 FY'22
wherein POC business
recorded a spectacular growth
of 187%. Growing concerns
for heath have pushed the
average usage and
consumption of diagnostics
devices in every household
multiple folds during last one
and half year. It has been
reflected in huge growth in
sales revenues particularly
last two years. We expect the
growth drivers will continue
fuelling the higher

consumption levels in the
coming times.

“While the growth is
stupendous, we believe this is
only the tip of the iceberg. The
Indian POC market is
expected to touch US$ 16
billion by 2025 and we want
to be the No 1 POC player in
India with a very large part of
our manufacturing being
“Made in India”, said
Anubhav Suri, CEO, Medical
Devices Business. Mr.
Anubhav Suri further added
that the global POC market is
expected to cross US$ 51
billion by 2025 and Morepen
Devices is rightly placed to
grab this opportunity by
focusing on backward
integration and cost
leadership.

Sushil Suri, Chairman
and Managing Director, said
“Our POC Diagnostic
business has surpassed even
our own expectations and is
gaining bigger share year after
year in the total revenue of the
company. Given that the
business is scaling up so
rapidly with the
mainstreaming of POC
business in India, we have to
carve out a separate
subsidiary both for building
specialised teams to handle
such scale and POC business
unique skill sets.”

“Given the scale we are
looking to achieve, we will
also explore bringing in fresh
capital that makes it

imperative to have a separate
entity to undertake this huge
initiative. It will also unlock
the value of medical devices
business segment of the
company.” Mr. Sushil Suri
added.

The POC medical devices
business marketed under the
brand “Dr.Morepen” that is
synonymous with quality and
trust. The first name that
comes to anyone mind when
they think of a Glucometer or
Blood Pressure Monitor or
home care product, is
Dr.Morepen. The company
aims to strengthen that bond
even further over the next 2-3
years and the hiving off of the
POC business in a separate
entity is a first step towards
building a global brand
synonymous with trust and
innovation.

Anubhav Suri, CEO,
Medical Devices Business
added, “The number of POC
Medical devices and home
testing are growing at an
exponential pace as
technology and cost reduction
has made it possible for doing
tests at home that could only
have been done in a lab
before. We believe the
number of POC Devices and
tests will increase
significantly over the next 3-4
years due to advances in
biosensors and other rapid
diagnostic technologies.”

“Doctors now want
patients to monitor their own

health vitals and share the data
over phone. That is just the
first step of integrating this
data directly to the doctors.
The company is focusing on
connected devices, data
mining using artificial
intelligence (AI), machine
learning and also develop a
data lab for connected
devices”, added Mr. Anubhav
Suri.

The new devices
company will be scaling up its
R&D teams to create world
class R&D Centre for medical
devices in India. The device
company would also go for all
relevant Certifications of its
manufacturing facilities and
products for exporting them to
regulated markets in Europe
and North America and plans
to become a hub for
manufacturing Point of care
medical devices for the
Global market. The new entity
plans to deploy more
resources on the R&D,
backwards integration of core
technologies like making
enzymes /proteins.

The new technology
focused company will be able
to raise capital to fund its
growth and make investment
on innovation, research,
capacity expansion and
promotion of'its products. The
proposed segregation will
give the clarity to the working
teams, trade, customers and
other stakeholders. We expect
a huge value creation for the
shareholders of the company.




